
GCSE Guided Choice
Academic Plus

Information Evening 6.30pm

The Joseph Whitaker School
An Academy specialising in Sport and Performing Arts

Be Ready Be Kind Be Safe



What is Guided Choice?



Guided Choice

We ‘guide’ students to select subjects based on your ability levels and 
our high aspirations.

Academic 
Enhanced

Academic 
Blended

Academic Plus



KS3 
Curriculum

EngMaths

Sci Geog

Fr/ 
SpHist

DT PA

PEArt

JWS 
Curriculum 
Values

InclusivityAmbitious

Excellence Kindness

LeadershipResilience

‘The school has developed a broad and balanced curriculum that provides Year 10 and Year 11 pupils with the opportunity 
to gain qualifications in subjects that reflect national expectations’.  Ofsted 2025





Core

English

Maths

Science

*Life and 
Morals

*Core PE

Option

History and/ 
or 

Geography

French and/ 
or Spanish

Option

?

?

What is Guided Choice?

Option 
subjects 
receive 
5 hours 
over 2 
weeks* Non-

examined



What subjects can 
I pick from for my 

remaining 2  
options?

Art

Philosophy
and Ethics

Drama

Triple Science
This means you will
do 15 hours of 

Science in two weeksSpanish and/ or French

Film Studies

PE

Design Technology

Business

Music

Computer Science (High level of numeracy and literacy needed)



New Subjects

Film Studies Health and Social Care            Hospitality and Catering Business

We will offer tutor time or lunchtime taster sessions

Design Technology – This is a new format!  Mr Charity will deliver an assembly after half term



Combined or Triple Science?



Why languages in Academic Plus?





What do the students need to do now?

Read the booklet

Talk to teachers in class
Attend lunch time drop-ins for 
new subjects)
Speak to parents/ carers
Speak to older students

Take time to:
Research subjects old and new
Complete the form by 28th March



Tom is on the plus pathway:

Fills his form out:

✓ He has picked the right number
✓ He has told me what his favourite is by 

putting in rank order
✓ He has a reserve subject just in case.

✓ He hasn’t put too many
✓ He hasn’t put too few

✓ He has made sure he has a HUMS
✓ He has made sure he has a language
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
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

This will be 
returned as no 

subject has been 
selected here!

This will be 
returned as too 

many choices have 
been made and no 
order of preference 

given

Lucy is on the plus pathway:



Further Information = School Website



Thank you!

Proud to be Me.  Proud to be Us


