
Key Historical Skills

Second-order 
concepts:
- Change and 

continuity
- Cause and 

consequence
- Significance
- Similarity and 

difference
- Chronology

Other key skills
- Evaluation of 

sources
- Evaluation of 

interpretations

“Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.” – George Santayana

Knowledge of the wider 
world:
Understanding the History 
of other countries.

Thematic topic
A theme that runs 
throughout the year.

Understanding of British 
history and values:

The way in which the 
world is transformed by 
physical and human 
processes.
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YEAR

7

YEAR

11

YEAR

9

YEAR

12

YEAR

10

YEAR

8

YEAR

13

I will learn about the 
impact World War 

Two had on the 
people of Britain and 

its empire. 

I will study war and 
peace in the 

twentieth century, 
beginning with the 
outbreak of World 
War One in 1914

I will study a range of 
different 

dictatorships and 
understand the 

impact on those 
living under them.

I will study different 
revolts and 

revolutions to reveal 
how Britain became 

a democracy.

I will gain an 
understanding of 
why Africans were 
enslaved and how 
they gained their 

freedom.

I will find out about 
how British industry 

developed in the 18th

and 19th centuries 
and what impact this 
had on the people of 

Britain.

I will use sources such as 
photographs, diary entries 

and letters to study the 
historic environment of the 

trenches of the Western 
Front during World War One.

I will study the history of 
medicine through time, 

gaining an understanding 
of how ideas about the 

cause of illness, treatment 
and prevent have 

progressed.

I will learn about the reign 
of Elizabeth I including 
the problems she faced 
and how she overcame 

them.

I will use a mixture of 
sources and 

interpretations to study 
the history of Weimar and 
Nazi Germany in order to 

understand how Hitler 
rose to power.

I will learn about how 
the USA moved away 
from their traditional 

policy of isolationism to 
become a world 

superpower.

I will learn about the 
post-war consensus 

in British politics and 
understand why the 
Conservatives held 

power from1951-64.

I will gain an 
understanding of the 

key achievements and 
limitations of British 

Prime Ministers 
including Thatcher and 

Blair.

I will understand 
how the USA become 

an economic 
superpower during 

the twentieth 
century.

I will develop my 
independent writing skills 
through the completion of 

my NEA – a 3,500 word 
essay on standard of living 

during the Industrial 
Revolution. 

History: we aim to  

I will gain an 
understanding of the 

problems faced by 
Tudor monarchs.

I will explore how 
religion impacted 

upon people’s lives.

I will study the Battle 
of Hastings and how 

William the 
Conqueror gained 

control of England.

I will understand 
how Reconstruction 
was tackled in the 
USA and its social, 

political and 
economic impacts.

I will learn about the Silk 
Roads and how this trade 
route changed the world

I will learn about 
how women’s rights 

and their lived 
experiences have 

changed since 1900.

I will gain an 
understanding of 

how the Jews were 
persecuted during 

the Holocaust.

I will learn about British 
America and how the 

colony fought and won a 
war of independence to 

break free from the 
empire.

I will study the 
changes to British 
society since the 

Second World War.

I will learn about 
how Britain’s 

international status 
changed after the 

Second World War.


