
 

The Joseph Whitaker School Newsletter 
- October 2023 
Thank you all for your support with your child's education, and wider opportunities, this half-term.  We 

have had seven very busy weeks with our Celebration of Success Evening, prospective intake evenings, 

Year 11 Information event and Year 7 Meet the Tutor event, alongside a multitude of trips and visits.   

Thank you for supporting our first charity event of the academic year (Cake Sale for Macmillan) - 

photographs and further information are found within this newsletter. 

Performing Arts have been incredibly busy with our inaugural SOAPBOX Challenge event and enlisting 

10% of the student body to take part in the 2024 production of Frozen; rehearsals are already well 

underway and we very much look forward to seeing the final performances. 

Our students continue to impress with their sporting achievements  - well done to all participants, in all 

activities, both within and outside the school environment.  We wish you the very best of luck with all of 

your various endeavours. 

This newsletter has a new format and we hope this allows easier access on mobile devices, allowing us 

to reach a broader audience in a more effective manner.  Additionally, newsletters will now be issued 

half-termly, rather than termly, meaning you will receive six, shorter, editions each year, rather than the 

usual three bumper editions. 



Have a lovely half term (I do hope Storm Babet does not hang around for too long) and we look forward 

to all students returning to school on Monday 6th November 2023. 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

November 

6th to 13th November      GCSE Resits for Maths and English 

8th November                    Year 10 & 11 Theatre Trip  

8th November                   Sixth Form Open Evening 

9th to 12th November      Battlefields Trip 

13th to 24th November   Year 11 Mock Exams 

22nd to 24th November   Year 13 Field Trip 

29th November                 Sports Presentation Evening 

30th November                 Year 13 Parents evening (Virtual) 

  



December 

4th December                    Choir Trip to Royal Concert Hall 

5th December                      Duke of Edinburgh Presentation Evening 

6th December                    Year 11 Interview Skills Day 

13th & 15th December     Staff Panto 

14th December                  Year 11 Parents Evening (Virtual) 

18th December                  Tea and Talk Christmas Party 

19th December                  Christmas Concert 

22nd December                 End of Term 



Trips and Visits 

 

Year 9 Sparx Maths Rewards Trip to Alton Towers 

Thursday July 6th 2023 

100 Year 9 students went on the Alton Towers reward trip for completing their Sparx homework to the 

highest level. 

Perseverance, hard-work and concentration when it comes to Sparx Maths homework. These are all key 

attributes that can lead to great opportunities and rewards. I’ve done every single one of my targets and 



XP boosts, and that has granted me the wonderful opportunity to go on the Alton Towers trip as a result 

of my hard work. My time spent there was great, and I really enjoyed it. My message to all the younger 

years is to try and work your hardest, and also do a little bit extra in order to get great rewards. 

Also my friend Mia Thompson only did the compulsory homework and she still got on the trip which 

goes to show, you don’t have to do the targets and the XP boosts but you just have to do the set 

homework, and that can lead to great things.  

Mia's message to the younger years is: “Always work hard, and even if you don’t succeed, don’t take it 

hard or personally; it just means you have room to improve yourself and your self-esteem.” 

Thank you for reading this, we hope you all succeed, and remember: you can always talk to us. 

Noah Perkins & Mia Thompson 10N2 



Lisbon 2023  



 

Geography Trip to Lisbon, Portugal 2023 



On the afternoon of the 21st of September, Geography students from Joseph Whitaker School departed 

on their A Level trip to Portugal! 27 excited geographers and Mr Souter, Ms Staley, Mrs Roberts and Mrs 

Hamilton embarked on a fascinating trip exploring Portugal’s physical and human geography. After a 

journey to Manchester Airport and then flight to Lisbon we eventually arrived in the late hours of Friday 

evening.  

Day two started off with a tour of our beautiful accommodation, the Quinta da Sao Pedro. The Quinta is 

a biogeography Field Study Centre established by a former professor of Cambridge University.  On its 25 

acre grounds are a variety of plant and animal species, as well as a working farm and a swimming pond 

(with frogs and tadpoles included!). In the afternoon we took the short trip to the nearby coastal resort 

of Cova do Vapor Costa da Caparica, to learn how the towns are protected from the huge waves from the 

Atlantic Ocean. Here, students undertook the measurements of beach profiles and assessed how 

effective the coastal management measures are. Students returned to the Quinta to enjoy the swimming 

pond – with live frogs for company before tucking into lovely pizzas. 

Day three was Lisbon day! After a 30 minute coach journey, we arrived at the transport interchange set 

in the regenerated area of Parque Das Nacoes (Park of the Nations). Here the students undertook some 

human geography fieldwork, doing pedestrian and traffic surveys as well as environmental quality 

assessments and questionnaires. Our brave students asked dozens of the slightly bemused local 

Portuguese a variety of questions to discern the impact of the regeneration in this area. Then followed a 

short journey into Lisbon city centre, where the class performed more human geography research and 

then enjoyed some sightseeing on a mammoth walk through the historical heart of the Portuguese 

capital.  We then headed for some quintessential Portuguese cuisine… burgers at the Hard Rock Café. 

Day four was coastal geography day at the beach. We firstly headed to the vast beach of Praia de Bela 

Vista to do a sand dune transect, and undertook observations of longshore drift, vegetation coverage 

and species diversity.   The students foraged through the dune vegetation to assess whether the 

psammosere succession does in fact reach the climatic climax… 

Next up was a visit to the beautiful beach in Arrabida National Park.  Here the students assessed the 

human impact of tourism on this remote beach, which is consistently voted as one of the Top 10 beaches 

to visit in Europe, before enjoying a well-deserved spot of sunbathing and beach sports. Students 

returned to undertake work at the quinta before the traditional Portuguese dish of Cod Bachalau. 

Day five was a visit to the former fishing village of Sesimbra which has emerged as a popular tourist 

destination for Portuguese and international visitors alike. The students investigated the success of 

rebranding the area, and the impacts of tourism on Sesimbra’s sense of place.  Students finished off with 

a sumptuous barbecue made by our fantastic hosts; Benjamin, Insa and Tjarko. 

Day six was our day to depart as the students waved goodbye to the Quinta staff for the final time. A 

short trip to the airport and we were back on the plane for our journey home. We returned home weary 

but in high spirits after a trip that all will look back on with the fondest of memories. Adeus! 

Mr Souter 



 

 



 



TechxFest 2023 

 

On Thursday 28th September our Year 10 students visited the TechxFest careers event in Derby. 

Students spent their time meeting with employers from a range of careers in science, technology and 

the creative arts. They asked questions and got involved with activities and challenges set at each stall.  

A great day with lots of merchandise to take home too! 

Mrs L Evans  - Challenge Club 



London  

On the morning of Friday 6th October 30 students and 4 staff met at Newark Northgate station to 

embark upon our third “Cultural Trip to London” of the calendar year.  

Although the start was drizzly, the rest of the weekend was like an August bank holiday, beautiful 

sunshine and lots of tourists enjoying the sights and sounds. After 90 minutes on the train we arrived at 

King's Cross Station and there started our adventures.  

After a quick stop at the hotel to drop off our luggage, we headed off to the Natural History Museum to 

explore the different zones and get up close to some fascinating dinosaur skeletons and meteorites from 

outer space. We had an early dinner as we were due at the theatre for 7pm and we all enjoyed a meal at 

the Hard Rock Café in Piccadilly Circus. A burger surrounded by memorabilia from some of the world’s 

greatest music stars is quite something.  

We then went for a superb showing of the acclaimed musical Wicked. Everyone enjoyed the West End 

spectacle and were enthralled by the lights and music.  

We returned to the hotel, a tired group wondering what excitement the next ftwo days would behold.  

Saturday morning arrived, and after a continental breakfast we all headed (using the London 

underground for the first time this visit) to the banks of the Thames where the London Dungeons was 

our first appointment. A superb, if slightly scary, hour or so  later we had learnt about some of the 

history of London and definitely been made to jump and scream! What we needed next was a rest, so 

the London Eye awaited and we had a peaceful 35 minutes looking at the beautiful skyline of London, 

picking out the famous buildings.  

The afternoon was our first long walk (the need for comfy shoes had been impressed upon the students) 

and we toured Westminster,  Bird Cage Walk, Buckingham Palace, The Mall, Trafalgar Square ending in 

Covent Gardens for some well-earned retail therapy. Leicester Square was next for M&M World and the 

Lego store. Energy levels were topped up with an all you can eat pizza and salad buffet at Pizza Hut and 

we then headed up Regent Street to Hamleys, then Oxford Street and Park Lane finally arriving back at 

the hotel around 9pm, following the 10 miles walked and lots of fascinating experiences. 

Sunday morning arrived bright and sunny and we met our Thames River Cruise at Westminster Pier at 

10am. A delightful trip along one of the most famous rivers in the world saw us arrive at the Tower of 

London where we had a couple of hours to explore the history, see the Crown Jewels and meet the 

Ravens.  

Our train back was mid-afternoon, so after collecting our bags we headed back to King's Cross for the 

train, tired but fulfilled.  

This was a wonderful weekend and mirrored the previous two that took place in May. The students were 

delightful and a huge thanks to all the staff that have given up their time to accompany these trips - they 

couldn’t run without them. We have at least two more scheduled for 2024!                                



 

 

 



Light Night Leeds 

 

Last week a group of students who support the Drama department with the technical aspects of 

productions went to visit Light Night Leeds, the UK’s largest annual arts and light festival where spaces 

are transformed by spectacular artworks. This provided students with an insight into the capabilities of 

modern theatrical techniques, and invited students to think creatively and explore new possibilities. 

 



 

Business Language Champions - Gold Medal Languages Day 

 

On Thursday 5th October, JWS hosted the Business Language Champions "Gold Medal Languages" Day.  

Students from four visiting schools participated in the day along with three teams from Year 10 and 11. 

Students completed a variety of language activities about the Olympics throughout the day.   

Each team was given a country as their team name and activities were connected to their country.  

The first task for teams was to research Olympic athletes from their country – JWS teams were Columbia, 

Belgium and Tunisia.  They then had to create Panini cards for their chosen athletes.  



Next came a listening activity where students were given instructions in their target language requesting 

them to make a short video. 

The first task of the afternoon was to put together a presentation in French or Spanish about a potential 

new Olympic sport. Students found the thought of this daunting, but all did brilliantly.  

The final task of the day was to create a board game about the Olympics in French or Spanish.  

Unfortunately, JWS teams didn’t win this time, but all students involved worked well as teams and 

enjoyed the day. Team Tunisia were also congratulated on their language skills by the event organisers.  

 

 

 

European Day of Languages 

The 26th September 2023 was European Day of Languages. As part of our celebrations tutor groups 

decorated their classroom doors for the MFL Interhouse competition. 

Thank you to all tutors who took part in the MFL Interhouse door decorating competition, there were 

some excellent entries.  



The winner of the competition this year is the LINC with their door decorated in the theme of Greece  

 



 



 



 



Drama Soap Box Challenge 

 

Year 8 and 9 have been working on a speech in Drama on a subject they feel passionate about. They 

have been working on confidence and improving their presentation skills, finding their voices on paper 

and then out loud as they share their speech with their Drama class.  

Each group will have two or three winners who will then present in the Hall. Year 8 will present to Year 7 

and Year 9 will present to Year 8 in front of a few friendly judges, who will decide first, second and third 

for each year group.  

This is the first year we have tried this competition at the school and students have pushed themselves 

to have a go at public speaking, which is a real challenge for some! 



Macmillan Cake Sale 

 

On Friday the 29th of September, we held our annual Macmillan cake (not coffee!) morning. This is a 

particularly important event for us as it is held in memory of a past student and also a member of staff. 

Mrs Jones and Mrs Thorpe did their usual fantastic job of organising the morning. We sold hundreds of 

delicious cakes, both store-bought and baked at home. The creations of some of the students were as 

tasty as they were beautiful. Thank you again to everyone who baked and donated cakes and biscuits. 

The total amount we raised was £480.90. Fantastic achievement!  



 

 

Student Achievements 

Serenity Joynt 

What a terrific season it was for Serenity this year in Athletics. We are so excited for 2024 to see what 

she can do. 

For an athlete that was 2nd year U17 (last year U17) and competed against the best and with taking on a 

new event for the first time was amazing. 



Serenity will be moving to the U20 age group in 2024. 

Serenity's ranking overall in Discus this season: 

1st in East Midlands 

3rd in England 

4th in the UK. 

She also received a Silver Medal at ESSA (English Schools), from which she was selected to represent 

England at International Schools where she also received a Silver Medal. 

What a great experience it was to compete against the best in the UK.   

And as always, she smashed it!! 

Serenity finished her season on a high note: 

Gold Medallist County Championship 

Gold Medallist Midlands Championship 

Gold Medallist County Schools Championship 

Gold Medallist Mason Trophy 

Silver Medallist English Schools (ESSA) 

Silver Medallist International Schools (SIAB) 

4th Place at Nationals 

As if the performances this season were not enough, Serenity also been selected as one of the top 

throwing athletes to join the Youth Talent Programme of England Athletics for the next two years.  This 

will develop Serenity in her throwing and will contribute to her performance in the next season for 2024. 

 



 

Jessica Street 

In September, Jessica Street (Year 13) took part in the IDTA Freestyle Scholarships in Birmingham. She 

was one of only 136 dancers chosen from over 5000 nationally to take part in this competition.  

The standard was incredibly high and although she didn't place in the top 6, it was a fantastic experience 

and an honour to have been selected to compete.  

Well done Jessica! 



 



 



School Perfomance 2024 

 

"Can I just say something crazy?" 

Frozen rehearsals are underway! Well done to the 147 students who auditioned to be in the cast for our 

whole-school production of Frozen (taking place in February). Students are now learning lines and 

choreography, musicians are preparing to ‘let it go’ and the art department are making snowmen, 

reindeer and oh so much snow! Save the date – performances will be on the evenings of the 6th-9th 

February 2024. 

  

The music industry visit KS4 and KS5 students 

In September, we were lucky enough to be visited by WaterBear – a college based in London and 

Sheffield – who brought industry performers, producers and singer-songwriters to share their experience 

in a workshop with our KS4 and KS5 music students. The conversations held by our students have given 

them ideas for the future, and knowledge to tackle the ‘Music Industry’ exam in our Level 3 BTEC Music. 

  

Get involved! KS3 students needed! 

The music department is back with a bang. There are still vacancies for members in the following groups 

(ahead of trips and concerts at Christmas!) 

• Choir – Wednesday lunch time in room 96. 

• Samba Drumming – Thursday break time in the Duke Ellington Room (Music department) 

• Rock School – for beginner to expert guitarists/singers/drummers/keyboardists who want to play 

some covers or write their own songs – Thursday 3:05pm-4:00pm in room 97. 
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