
Option Process 2017 - 2019 

              Year 9 



Option Guide  
 
(Information for 14+ examination courses  
commencing in September 2017) 
 
         

 
Contents  Introduction 

  Key Dates  
  New GSCE grades  
  Frequently asked questions  
  Option Process 
  Option Choices 
 

 
Core Curriculum  English/English Literature 

  Mathematics 
Science 

  Physical Education  
  Life Skills and Moral Issues  
   
 

GCSE Courses  Art 

  Business Studies 
  Computing 
  Dance 
  Drama 

Design and Technology 
Economics 
Geography 
History 

  Media Studies 
  Modern Foreign Languages – French and Spanish  
  Music 
  Physical Education 
  Religious Studies: Philosophy and Ethics 
  Triple Science 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Vocational Courses                       BTEC in Information and Creative Technology 

                                                                          Technical Award in Hospitality and Catering 
                                                                          National Certificate in Health and Social Care 
                     Work Skills 
 
 
 



 

Dear Parents and Carers 

This is an important time for all Year 9 students, as they will shortly be asked to make 
decisions over their Key Stage 4 option choices. These decisions can have a very real impact 
on their future. 

To support this process, we have put in place a range of measures including careers 
guidance work within PSHCE, an options evening and this options booklet which we hope 
you find useful and informative.  

Each year we develop our options system to offer the most relevant subjects to suit the 
abilities and interests of the particular year group. National changes to qualifications are 
also reflected in our offer but primarily we are focussed on giving our students the 
opportunity to gain qualifications and skills that will maximise their future prospects. 

Currently there is a national emphasis on a core range of subjects, known collectively as the 
English Baccalaureate. This is not an examination in its own right but is a ‘wrapper’ that 
students gain if they pass all the EBAAC subjects below at grade 5 (C) or above. The 
Government believe that it will be increasingly important for as many students as possible 
to achieve these qualifications as they provide a strong academic profile for university and 
employment. We recommend that students opt for subjects which are challenging, 
achievable and enjoyable to give a broad and balanced curriculum. 

Students wishing to gain places at Russell Group Universities should be mindful that 
‘facilitating subjects’ favoured by those Universities correspond to the EBAAC subjects in 
KS4. 

To achieve the EBAAC students must achieve at least a grade 5 in each of the following: 

 

English Language Mathematics Double Science  

History 

or 

Geography 

French 

or 

Spanish 

The English Baccalaureate is of course not appropriate for some students and we would 
strongly encourage students to opt for subjects based on: 

Their future career 
aspirations 

Subjects they show 
an aptitude for 

Subjects they are 
interested in 

Retaining a broad 
and balanced 

curriculum 

 
We will do everything we can to support students and parents so that appropriate choices 
are made.  

Yours sincerely 
 
David Bell 
Headteacher 

 
 



Key Dates 
 

This calendar indicates key dates which will provide students and parents with opportunities 
to collect important information with regard to informed choices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The new GCSE grades 

How the proportions achieving each grade in the current grading structure are expected to 
align with the proportions achieving each grade in the new GCSE grading structure: 

 

New grading structure: 

   9       8       7    6       5       4   3       2       1 U 

A*       A B       C D    E    F    G U 

 
 

Current grading structure: 
 
 

A and above = same 
proportion of students as 7 

and above 

B-C = same proportion  
of students  

as 4-6 

The bottom of grade 1 will 
be aligned with the bottom 

of grade G 

Spring Term – PSHCE Option Programme starts  

W/C 30 January – Year 9 Assembly Week to introduce students to the Options 
process 

Friday 3 February 2017 – Options Booklet distributed to students 

Tuesday 21 February - Year 9 Options Evening 

Wednesday 8 February – Year 9 Parents’ Consultation Evening 

Friday 10 March – Option form deadline 

April-June – Timetabling process to meet option choices 



Frequently asked questions 
 

Mr Gomersall will be organising a range of talks during assemblies by subject staff to assist 
the students with their options. As always the objective is for students to OPT into subjects 
from an informed and fully mentored situation and all staff are involved in helping students 
identify the courses best suited to their abilities and aspirations. 
 
 

Question 1  What do I need to know? 

  

Answer 

It is very important to read this Option Booklet carefully so that you 
understand what each course is offering.  It is also important that you 
have a realistic view of your own: 

Interests Self Abilities 
Career 

intentions 

 

Question 2 

 

Do subjects taken in Years 10 and 11 lead to a qualification? 

  

Answer 

Yes. You can gain a qualification from all subjects studied except Moral 
Issues and Life Skills and Core PE.  These subjects help students to 
develop their personal and social skills and a healthy well-being through 
a range of themes. 

 

Question 3  Where can I get help and advice? 

  

Answer 

The following list will help you: 

Subject teachers Group Tutor Head of House 

Careers teacher Family and friends Option Booklet 

However, it is YOUR responsibility to go and find the information. 

 

Question 4  Is it important that I know what career I want to follow? 

  

Answer 

No. Not at this stage.  People often change their minds.  This is a natural 
process because as you develop as an individual your career aspirations 
may change.  It is important to keep as many doors open as possible and 
to aim high! 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact school if you are unsure about any aspect of the options 
process. You can also contact Mr Gomersall, Mrs Pettifor or Miss Gore (Academic Mentors) 
to discuss the options process. 

 
 
 
 



Option Process 

 

Key features of the 2017 Option Process: 
 

English Language and Mathematics are the key compulsory subjects and are essential to all 
students’ future success.  All students must aim to achieve as well as they can in these 
important core subjects.  

Science is a compulsory subject for all students at The Joseph Whitaker School.  All students 
study for the Science Double Award which counts as two GCSEs. For students wishing to 
follow a science based career we also offer Triple Science which has to be selected as an 
additional option, again advice will be available from your Science teacher or Mr Townroe. 

Physical Education is a compulsory subject as per the National Curriculum. Students will be 
able to access a variety of accreditations and skills within their twice weekly lessons. 
Students wishing to do GCSE PE must select PE in the Option Block. 

Religious Studies and PSHCE are compulsory subjects in KS4 and will be studied by all 
students throughout Year 10 as part of a new course called Moral and Life Skills. This course 
will deliver elements from both the RS Curriculum and citizenship agenda to enable students 
to become responsible and healthy adults. The key elements of the course include 
Citizenship, sex education and careers advice. Some of this content will be taught via 
collapsed timetable days with input from external specialists. This will not lead to an 
external accreditation. 

We offer a range of vocational courses to meet the needs of our students.  The alternative 
pathway is now tried and proven, has well-structured specifications, coherent qualifications 
and will be taught by experienced staff.  These are appropriate nationally recognised 
courses by both Ofqual and employers.  

We also offer a full and extensive range of academic options which will enable all students 
to select the most appropriate curriculum to match their abilities.   

Whilst the English Baccalaureate is significant it is not compulsory and students can select 
four subjects from the full range on offer to them. However, we strongly recommend that 
students capable of achieving a 5 or above in MFL should select French or Spanish to 
enhance their academic profile for university and future employment. All students are 
expected to choose either History, Geography, a Language, Triple Science or Computing. 

We believe that all students should follow a broad and balanced curriculum as narrow 
selection at 14 can prove to be too early.   

Finally, and most importantly, whilst this is an option process it must be a guided selection.  
We want all students to individually discuss and be comfortable with their selected 
curriculum.  However, in some cases we reserve the right to direct students into the most 
appropriate courses for students to succeed. 

For further information on the 14-16 curriculum option process, please contact Mr 
Gomersall, Ms Beastall (SENCO), Miss Gore or Mrs Pettifor. 

 

 

 
 
 



Core Subjects 

All students follow these subjects at their appropriate level 

English GCSE English Language & GCSE English Literature    

Mathematics GCSE Mathematics                                                                  

Science GCSE Double Science                                                              

Physical Education 2 hours per week                

Moral Issues and Life Skills 1 hour per week in year 10       

 

Option Subjects 

Students must select four option subjects from the choices below.  At least one of which should come from the English 
Baccalaureate section.  Indicate your order of preference ,(1) first, (2) second etc.  Please also indicate your Reserve subject 
choice by putting an (R) next to it. 

English Baccalaureate Subjects 

In addition to taking English, Maths and Double Science, to gain the English Baccalaureate students must select at least one 
Humanities subject and one Modern Foreign Language.  Students are allowed to select more than one Humanities or Modern 
Foreign Language subject if they wish. 

Students who wish to gain the EBacc must select at least one Humanities subject from below: Choice 

GCSE History  

GCSE Geography  

Students who wish to gain the EBacc must select at least 1 Modern Foreign Langauage from below: 

GCSE French  

GCSE Spanish  

Depending upon how many subjects you have chosen in the English Baccalaureate section, you may 
be able to select up to three more subjects in this section.   

GCSE Art  

GCSE Business Studies  

GCSE Computing  

GCSE Dance  

GCSE Design & Technology :   
 
Please highlight your prefered material area to work in 

Electronic Products  

Graphic Products  

Resistant Materials Technology  

Textiles Technology  

GCSE Drama  

GCSE Economics  

GCSE Media  

GCSE Music  

GCSE Philosophy and Ethics  

GCSE Physical Education  

GCSE Triple Science  

Technical Award in Hospitality and Catering                                                                 (Equivalent to 1 GCSE)  

BTEC Level 2 First Award in Information and Creative Technology                          (Equivalent to 1 GCSE)  

Cambridge National Certificate in Health and Social Care                                          (Equivalent to 1 GCSE)  

Work Skills                                                                                                        (A combination of different accredited courses)  
 

 

Courses are offered subject to available resources and viable numbers.  Please take this opportunity to 
discuss your options with your parents, group tutor and teachers. 

Name   Tutor Group  

Please return this form to your tutor no later than Friday 10 March 2017 

Option Choices - Key Stage 4 Option Process 2017 
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Core Curriculum 

 
 
English/English Literature 

 

In Year 10 all students will start by 
taking the AQA GCSE course in 
English Language.  Assessment is 
100% examination. 
 
Students are expected to be 
confident speakers and listeners, 
write in a range of styles, and 
respond to media texts and 
information texts and to read 
widely. 
 
English as a subject includes the 
study of literature but additional study 
also enables a student to gain a GCSE in English Literature.  Students read and study Twentieth and 
Pre-Twentieth century prose, poetry and drama, including Shakespeare.   
 

 

Mathematics  

All students at Key Stage 4 are expected to follow the AQA GCSE Mathematics course. Every student 
receives three one hour Mathematics lessons a week. The students are assessed regularly, and 
depending on the needs of the individual student they are entered for either Foundation or Higher 
GCSE Mathematics. 
 

There are two  levels of entry: 

Foundation Higher 

 
In English and Mathematics, a new GCSE grading structure will apply from 1 - 9 with 9 being high. 
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Science 

Science forms part of the Core Curriculum and as such all students work towards at least two Science 
qualifications. The achievement of grades 5 and above in Science contributes towards the award of 
the English Baccalaureate. 
 
Why study Science? 

 This subject enables you to study skills that are not necessarily available from other subjects. 

 It teaches you to plan experiments using basic knowledge, to organise apparatus and time, to 
observe effects and record information to process data into a variety of forms leading to an 
understanding as to why things happen. 

 We all live in a technological society in which we cannot ignore the demands of Science and 
Technology. 

 If you do not have a good Science qualification you may find yourself at a disadvantage when 
applying for work, even later in life when changing career. 

 Science as a subject is not solely about preparing you for a scientific career. 

On all courses offered, students will study equal amounts of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. The specifications also include elements of 
Earth Science and Astronomy.  Science students investigate cutting 
edge ideas and innovations as well as the scientific principles that 
underpin them.  For example, we look at how scientists study our 
Universe, develop theories about how it was formed and what the 
future might hold. In Chemistry lessons students might be investigating 
the applications of new nano-materials, such as self-cleaning windows, 
or finding out how metals are extracted from rocks. Students will also 
learn much more about how their body works and about other 
processes that take place in living things.  

Double Science students study five hours of Science per week, often 
delivered by a team of two teachers. Triple Science students study 
Science for a total of 7.5 hours per week, often delivered by a team of 
three teachers.  Practical Assessment takes the form of planning and carrying out investigations in 
the laboratory and the analysis of data produced during class practical sessions.   
 
GCSE Double Science 

Students following this course will gain two GCSE passes consisting of the Combined Science 
“Trilogy” course offered by AQA.  The Biology, Chemistry and Physics elements of this course are 
delivered separately but are all examined at the end of Year 11.  Students are also assessed on their 
practical skills, organisation and ability to work safely in the laboratory.  Students working towards 
the Double Science award are eligible for A-Level courses should they achieve the entry 
requirements. 
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Physical Education 
 
Core PE: 2 hours 
 
Students at The Joseph Whitaker School will participate in 2 hours of compulsory PE per week.  
During the 2 hours, pupils will participate in a variety of activities with the theme of promoting 
activity and healthy lifestyles running throughout the PE curriculum. In addition to participation in 
sports, there will also be an opportunity for some students to gain a Fitness Instructors qualification 
and Leadership experience/qualifications. If students have chosen to undertake GSCE PE within their 
option choices, core PE lessons will be used to supplement their learning.  
 

 
Life Skills and Moral Issues  
 
We believe that being prepared for the world beyond education is vital and through this course, 
students will be equipped with the knowledge, skills and understanding to play an effective role in 
public life.   

The course brings together elements of RE, PSHCE and careers education. It encourages students to 
take an interest in topical and controversial issues to engage in discussion and debate; looking at 
Christian, Islamic and non-religious perspectives on such issues. 

Pupils will learn about the British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual 
respect and tolerance. They will learn how to play an active role in the life of school and the wider 
society as active and global citizens.   

Through active learning opportunities students will come to recognise and manage risk, take 
increased responsibility for themselves, their choices and behaviours. 

Students will also be prepared for work by looking at career pathways, developing CV writing skills 
and via interview practice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

C

O

R 

E 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GCSE 

Courses 



The GCSE Option Courses 
 
 
We offer a broad range of academic GCSE subjects taught at Level 2. All the subjects have a tried and 
tested record of success with past students successfully following them to Level 3 in the Sixth Form 
and then into Further Education or employment. 
 
To meet the demands of the English Baccalaureate students will have to select either French or 
Spanish as a foreign language and History or Geography as a humanities subject alongside English, 
Mathematics and Science (all taken in the Core Curriculum). Students will then need to select two 
other subjects from those on offer. This open choice means that students can select both History 
and Geography or French and Spanish if this best suits their talents and aspirations. Students who do 
not wish to follow the English Baccalaureate route should select three choices from those available. 
 
For students wishing to follow a science related course at University we recommend that they select 
Triple Science as one of their option choices. 
  
We always encourage students to take a broad and balanced selection of subjects that will make up 
an exciting study programme. 
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GCSE Art 

 
This course builds on the work from Year 9, although the projects require more in-depth research 
and the production of finished outcomes supported by written and visual evidence. This takes the 
form of a sketchbook. 

Students will undertake the OCR Art and Design Course which involves coursework (60%) and an 
externally set task (40%) which are assessed using the following objectives: 

 
Homework is an integral part of the course and will be set on a regular basis.  It will include drawing, 
resourcing, planning and researching.  Students must be aware that research will be written as well 
as visual.  
 
The coursework is made up of a portfolio of work worth 60% of the overall mark.  Students will 
complete one projects in Year 10.  They will follow the theme of Fragmentation and Distortion and 
every term will look at a different genre of art: Still life, portrait and landscape. This will enable 
students to experience a diverse range of artistic styles.  In year 11 they will then choose their 
favourite theme and get the chance to develop their work more independently. 

The externally set task is worth 40% of the final mark.  It consists of an exam paper containing ten 
titles.  Students select one title and have a minimum of twelve weeks’ preparation and planning 
time.  The production of the end product (objective 4) will take place over ten hours under exam 
conditions. In terms of assessment, both the coursework and exam is internally marked by the Art 
Staff; an external Art moderator then selects a sample for moderation.  

An interest in the subject, competence in drawing, designing and creating, plus a determination to 
work hard and do well is essential for success. Art GCSE is the cornerstone of many different creative 
pathways.  A selection of career avenues that start with an Art GCSE include:  interior design, graphic 
design, fashion design, architecture, art therapy, animation, game design, costume design, set 
design, photography, museum curator, web designer and many more. 

Please see Miss Fenwick or Mrs Howey for further information. 
 

AO1 
 
Develop ideas through investigations, 
demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 

AO2 
 
Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and 
experimenting with appropriate media, 
materials, techniques and processes. 

AO3 
 
Record ideas, observations and insights relevant 
to intentions as work progresses. 
 

AO4 
 

Present a personal and meaningful response 
that realises intentions and demonstrates 
understanding of visual language. 
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GCSE Business Studies 
 
 
This course follows the Edexcel Specification. Business Studies requires students both to understand 
the dynamic environment in which business operates and to appreciate the many and varied factors 
which impact upon business behaviour. Students will work towards gaining an understanding of the 
issues facing UK businesses in the 21st Century. Regular reference will be made to the Business 
World. The topics to be studied include: 
 

Marketing Entrepreneurs Finance 

Economic factors Production Methods Pay and Motivation 

 
This GCSE subject is assessed through three compulsory units: 

Investigating Small Business  This is assessed through a 90 minute exam, with a mixture of 
short answer and essay questions. 

Building a Business This is assessed through a 90 minute examination, the majority 
of which uses unseen case-study material and is a mix of 
multiple choice, short answers and essays. 

 

Students find this subject useful as it prepares them A-Level and also provides a pathway into 
careers such as Banking, Advertising and Accountancy. It is of use to those who wish to set up in 
their own business. This Business Studies course involves extended writing tasks and will require the 
frequent use of a calculator in number work. 
 
 
For further information, please see Mr White. 
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GCSE Computing 
 

 

This two-year GCSE course has a strong emphasis on the 
methods used to develop full ICT systems, the 
professional practices required by modern industry, and 
the ways of working adopted within the ICT environment.  
 

How is the work assessed? 
 
The course has a 20% coursework, 80% exam content 
split, but will require a strong commitment to improving 
practical skills in programming as well as theoretical 
understanding of computing. 
 

What is the course structure? 
 
Throughout the course, you will be required to develop 
software solutions to a range of problems, working 
through the entire systems life cycle model.  Solutions can 
involve use of current applications and other software 
tools but the main focus of the course is on computer 
programming.  Each coursework task will require detailed 

analysis, planning, development, testing and evaluation in order to achieve a final mark. It is 
expected that you will make use of school facilities out of hours to advance their coursework. 
 
The final exam will require you to have a solid understanding of the principles of computing and the 
impact it has had on society as a whole. You will be asked a wide range of questions, considering the 
hardware and software choices and how they work, the methods by which computers can be used 
to communicate, and the ability to discuss in detail a variety of topics relating to the ICT and 
Computing industry. 
 
This course requires high dedication to project work and classroom study, placing a demand on pupil 
literacy and numeracy skills. There is an emphasis on detailed and thorough explanation throughout, 
as well as an understanding of the writing structure needed in report writing and the exam 
questions.  
     
For further details, please see Miss Kirk or Mr Brooks. 
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GCSE Dance 
 
                                                                                                                                                                 
The course is designed for girls and boys and is not for 
the faint hearted!  It will be physically demanding and 
requires self-discipline. It will include trips to the 
Theatre to see professional dance works.   

The GCSE Dance Examination has been designed with a 
greater focus on practical work and provides the 
student with more choice in performance and 
choreography units – it comprises the following: 

 

 

 
For further information, please see Mrs Knott. 
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Performance 
Set phrases through a solo performance (approximately one 
minute in duration) 
Duet/trio performance (three and a half minutes in 
duration) 
 
Choreography 
Solo or group choreography – a solo (two to two and a half 
minutes) or a group dance for two to five dancers (three to 
three and a half minutes) 
 
Internally marked and externally moderated 
 

Performance 
30% of GCSE 
40 marks (15 marks for set 
phrases and 25 marks for 
duet/trio performance) 
Choreography 
30% of GCSE 
40 marks 
Total component 60% 
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What's assessed 
Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes 
and performing skills  
Critical appreciation of own work  
Critical appreciation of professional works 
Based on students' own practice in performance and 
choreography and the GCSE Dance anthology. 
 

Written exam: 1 hour 30 
minutes 
80 marks 
 
Total component 40 % 

 
 

Grades available 
1-9 

Out of lessons, at home and in the community, students will be encouraged to: 

Research the topic/stimulus being studied 

Highlight key words from research                                                            

Participate in dance clubs etc                                                                       

Attend performances by professional dance companies 

Perform chosen pieces to an audience 
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GCSE Drama 
   GCSE Drama is an exciting, challenging and creative course. It 

includes the opportunity to devise and act in dramatic plays; 
study drama texts; attend live theatre productions; learn 
effective speaking and listening and presentation skills; and 
grow in confidence and self-awareness. You may be 
interested in a career in the Performing Arts but if not, then 
the knowledge that you will learn in terms of public speaking, 
communication and team working are skills which all major 
employers in the United Kingdom consider to be vital to their 
company’s success. The creative industries are our fastest 
growing sector, contributing £77 billion to the UK economy. 

 
Component  

1 
Devised Practical Performance (40% of full qualification) 
Controlled Assessment 60 marks 

Task 1 40% Devised Performance  
Candidates will devise a practical performance based on a theme, linked with a 
practitioner or genre.  You will work in a small group to create a new and unique 
piece of theatre. 

 Candidates may choose either acting or a theatre design skill;  

 Teachers record the work on DVD/Video;  

 Internally assessed and externally moderated with Task 2. 
 

Task 2 20% Devised Performance Report  
Candidates will complete a Portfolio of supporting evidence on the practical work 

they completed in Task 1.  

 The Portfolio should include details of live performances candidates have 
seen, that have influenced their practical work; details on decision making; 
the inclusion of technical elements and the content of the piece and an 
evaluation of their own work and that of the group;  

 Internally assessed and externally moderated with Task 1.  
 

Component 
2 

Performing from a Text (20%)  
External Assessment   60 marks  

 Candidates will be assessed on either their acting or a theatre design skill, in a 
scene from a published play.   You can choose who you want to work with and the 
play you will perform.  There is a huge range of modern challenging scripts to 
select and the choice is yours. 

 Candidates to work in groups of between 2 to 5 members;  

 No more than two additional design candidates per group, each working on a 
different skill;  

 Externally assessed by a visiting examiner in April/May.  
 

Component 
3 

Interpreting Texts (40%)  
Written Paper: 1½ hours    60 marks 

 Live Theatre Review 
One question, from a choice of two, requiring analysis and evaluation based on a 
play that you will have seen on a school visit to the theatre. 
 

 
For further information, please see Mr Caputa. 

 

OPTIONS 
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GCSE Design and Technology 

 
 
 

This is a two year course in Design and Technology that will build upon skills students have learnt 
during the rotations at Key Stage 3. It will introduce new subject knowledge whilst building a wide 
range of new practical skills and techniques. 
 

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in 
an increasingly technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences 
on Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental, and economic 
factors. Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and making and apply 
technical and practical expertise. 
 

It allows students to study core technical and designing and making principles, including 
a broad range of design processes, materials techniques, and equipment. They will also have the 
opportunity to study specialist technical principles in greater depth by specialising in their favourite 
areas of Design and Technology. 
 

GCSE Design and Technology enables students to learn a wide variety of different skills such as; 
technical drawing, modelling, Computer Aided Design, 3D simulation, Computer Aided 
Manufacturing to develop innovative and creative design solutions to the contextual challenges set 
by the examination board. Students are also given the opportunity to use machinery and processes 
used in industry. The new GCSE empowers students to produce creative and bespoke outcomes, and 
encourages students to develop their own design style as budding young designers. Project 
outcomes can include different materials; however, they can specialise in their preferred material 
area for the written examination.  
 

During Year 10, a series of practical projects are studied alongside core and specialist theory lessons 
to prepare students for their Year 11 major projects and final exam. 
 

On completion of the course, students can take their studies further at A-Level. This course provides 
a clear pathway to a wide range of design-related degrees and careers such as: graphic design, 
architecture, interior architecture, aeronautical design, vehicular design, industrial / product design, 
engineering, mechanical engineering, design engineering, manufacturing engineering, fashion 
marketing and merchandising, visual merchandise designers and many more.  
 

For further information, contact any of the Design and Technology teachers. 
 
 

Assessment is based upon two components Assessment 

A coursework project of 40-60 hours during Year 11 50% of mark 

A terminal examination 50% of mark 
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GCSE Economics 
 

Economics explores the best way for countries, businesses and people to make the most of their 
resources. Economics relates to the world around us as it deals with everyday business and 
government decisions, as well as the decisions we take as consumers. What do we buy? How much 
do we pay for it?  Who do we buy it from? 
 
Key Economics questions to be asked will include the following: 

 Why do the prices of many goods change so much? 

 How do governments manage their economies? 

 Why are many companies such as supermarkets 
criticised for being so large? 

 Why are some countries rich and others poor?  

 How do exchange rates affect the economy? 

 How does unemployment affect the economy? 
 
Assessment will be two written exams, each lasting 1 
hour and 45 minutes. Each exam will be a mixture of 
multiple choice, short answer, calculation and essay 
questions. Economics is a respected academic 
discipline and can lead to careers in banking, 
insurance, management, government, politics, 
consultancy and education.   
 
For further information, please contact Mr White.  
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GCSE Geography 

 
 
Why take Geography? 

Geography is everything about the world in which we live.  It bridges the gaps between the sciences 
and arts and is a respected subject in many areas of work.  As a subject it offers you a great variety in 
terms of skills and content especially when considering the dynamic and exciting world in which we 
live.  On a more practical basis, there is scope to work in the world outside of the classroom. 
 
 
What will I learn? 

Geography is a diverse subject in terms of its content and so we are selective in the topics that you 
will learn.  The content of the course is split between two main areas; 
 
 

Living in the Physical Environment 
 
The earth is restless and constantly 
changing.  In this unit we explore 
the world in which we live 
considering the processes and issues 
that might transform or modify our 
natural environments.  There are 
many ways the world we live in is 
changing and we as geographers will 
explore why.  Some of the potential 
issues you might study are: 
 
 

 

Will Vesuvius blow its top again? How are Typhoons brewed? 

Why might Inuits disappear? Floody Hell! Effects of climate change on the UK? 

Why is the Amazon Rainforest so important? Surf’s Up! How and why is our coastline changing? 

 
 
Challenges in the Human Environment 
Humans play a massive part in the changing nature of the world.  Often their behaviours and choices 
are studied in relation to nature and throw up many interesting questions. Geographers need to 
study how people have impacted on the globe to allow them to predict how environments might 
change in the future. Some of the potential issues you might study are: 
 

Are megacities the future? Should we fight fracking at Sherwood Forest?  

Is Apple good for China? Is Hull destined for cultural heights? 

When will the water run out? How does Comic Relief help the people of Africa? 

 
All topics are issue based, which offers the chance to learn traditional geographical theories through 
current, real life examples.  This means that all of the geography you are taught is useful and can be 
applied to the real world! 
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What skills will I be taught? 

Increasingly employers and further education are looking for the skills you learn at school rather 
than the content of your courses.  They want people who can transfer the skills they have learnt at 
school and apply them to real world situations.  This is a real strength in geography as we offer you 
such a wide range of skills over the two years.  By the end of Year 11 you will be able to: 
 

Read a map 
Interpret and analyse 
photographs 

Write a report 

Draw a range of graphs and 
diagrams 

Be able to make decisions 
about issues 

Give a presentation 

Apply statistics 
Research using a range of 
resources 

Plan and carry out an 
investigation 

 
 
What is the structure of the course? 

The course is split into 3 sections that you will complete over two years.  There will be a Physical 
Geography examination, a Human Geography examination, and a Geographical Fieldwork Skills and 
issues based decision making examination. These will be taken and submitted at the end of Year 11. 
 
What do I do now?  
 
If you would like more information about GCSE Geography, talk to any of the Geography 
Department.  Otherwise we look forward to sharing in your success.  
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GCSE History 
  
Why take History? 
GCSE History should appeal to anyone with an interest in the past, especially the development of the 
modern world.  Employers and Further Education institutions value the ability to express and 
evaluate ideas in History as evidence of a trained and logical mind.  As such it opens doors to many 
interesting careers. 
  
What will I study? 
This brand new GCSE course covers a range of exciting historical topics. 
 

Medicine Through Time 
You will learn about the development of Medicine in Britain from the Middle 
Ages to the present.  This topic covers a wide range of topics including the 
Black Death, amputations, plastic surgery and dissections. Alongside the study 
of Medicine Through Time you will also learn about the trenches, injuries and 
treatments of British soldiers on the Western Front during the First World 
War. 
 

American West 
This study of the wider world will give you an insight into the lives of Native 
Americans living in the “Wild West”.  You will learn about how their lives were 
changed by huge numbers of people moving west and about the battles and 
conflicts that ensued. 
 

Elizabeth I 
Your British depth study will focus on Elizabeth I.  You will learn about how she 
ruled England, how she dealt with threats from abroad and about the 
important changes to religion that took place during this period. 
 

Nazi Germany 
This course begins at the end of the First World War and tracks Hitler’s rise 
from army corporal to dictator of Germany.  You will investigate how he 
controlled Germany and what it was like for different groups of people to live 
in Germany while the Nazis were in charge.   
 

 
How will I be assessed? 
The new History course is assessed through 3 exams at the end of Year 11.   
 
What should I do now? 
For further information, please see Miss Edwards. 
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GCSE Media Studies 

 
Why take Media Studies? 
 
Today we are surrounded by media wherever we look.  

Not only is Media Studies interesting and relevant, it gives you valuable skills to help understand the 
world around you. You can apply many of these skills to GCSE English too – students often do better 
in English when they take Media Studies as well.  It is a very important subject, ultimately combining 
aspects of Politics, Sociology, History and Economics. It teaches analytical skills and introduces 
critical ways of thinking about the world around you. These talents are highly valued by schools and 
universities.  

You will study how audience affects the media, how big institutions and companies use it to 
influence you and how the media affects and is affected by current affairs and changing social 
attitudes. You will also study media texts from the twentieth century.  

Core content: 

Media language Media representations 

Media industries Media audiences 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
For further information, please see 
Mr Moore, Ms Psevdhiotis or talk to 
your English teacher.  
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Assessment   

Paper One: 35%  

Multiple choice questions assessing 
breadth of knowledge. 

Short answer questions assessing in 
depth knowledge. 

An extended response question 
assessing in depth knowledge. 

Paper Two: 35%  

Stepped response questions assessing 
breadth of knowledge of language. 

Extended response questions assessing 
in depth knowledge of all elements of 
the media studies course. 

Non-exam assessment 

 

Creating a Media Product 

 

Students individually produce:  

 a statement of intent 

 a media product for an 
intended audience 

 From a choice of topics 
related to a specific 
theme 

 30% of GCSE 

plus 



GCSE Modern Foreign Languages 

  
  
Why Languages?  

The MFL faculty offer two languages, both rich in culture 
and possibilities for the future.  If you are interested in 
opening new doors and becoming more competitive in 
the national and international business world, then 
learning a language is for you.  Language learning 
compliments many other subjects helping students 
improve their literacy, numeracy, as well as developing 
their skills in Geography and History.  Being able to 
communicate in the language of the country you are 
visiting will give you unique insights into their culture 
and the opportunity to meet new people and ensure your trip runs smoothly. 

If you enjoy communicating with other people, finding out how language works and learning about 
different countries and cultures, studying a language is an excellent choice! Teaching and learning 

styles will be varied and will include role-play, pair work, group 
work and you will have the chance to access and create a very 
wide range of exciting ICT resources including animations, 
podcasts, blogs, and websites.  There will also be some 
opportunities to visit the country of the language you are 
studying to put your new skills into action! 
  
Why French?  

French is one of the world's major international languages: it is 
spoken by over 200 million people in 43 countries, on five 
continents.   It is the official language of NATO, UNESCO, EU, 
The Olympic Committee and the International Red Cross whilst 
also being the third most used language on the internet.   

Whilst opening doors to job opportunities, learning French 
offers new cultural possibilities with the chance to explore a 
country rich in art, science, film, fashion and architecture.  

France remains the most visited country for tourists across the world so no matter what your future 
has in store for you, studying French will allow you to communicate in a country whether it is for 
business or pleasure.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O

P

T

I 

O

N

S 



Why Spanish? 

Would you like to communicate with some of 
the 350 million Spanish speakers in the world?  
Dreaming of far-off exotic, tropical lands?  
Studying Spanish opens doors to the people 
and cultures of Spain, Central and South 
America.  Spanish is the third most commonly 
spoken language in the world and it is the 
official language in more than twenty 
countries.   Rich in history, culture and a huge 
tourist destination Spain itself can offer so many 
more possibilities when you can communicate 
with the locals.  Whether you wish to trek around Latin America in a gap year or you simply would 
like to be able to order some tapas whilst soaking up the sun on the south coast of Spain, Spanish is 
the language for you! 
 

Why GCSE? 

GCSE French and Spanish both follow the same topics and examination format.  You will study topics 
such as holidays, sport, lifestyle, school and future plans and be able to talk confidently about your 
opinions on these topics.  For example, in the topic of ‘Lifestyle’ you will learn how to discuss young 
people’s issues today such as alcohol and drugs. You are using what you have learnt so far to 
develop more sophisticated and fluent language skills. You will develop your knowledge in the four 
skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing and the new GCSE format also includes useful skills 
such as translation which are often used in the work place.  The oral examination is completed in 
year 11 and will include a roleplay, a description of a photo and general conversation.  All other skills 
are completed at the end of year 11 giving you plenty of time to develop your language. 

 

A GCSE in French or Spanish develops your language skills, ensuring you have a good grasp of 
grammar and vocabulary which are essential to continue on to A-level. And don’t forget, a GCSE in 
languages is well regarded by universities and employers and is essential if you wish to gain the 
English Baccalaureate. 
 
For further information, please see Mrs Souter. 

 

Speaking Writing Reading Listening 

Oral examination in 
year 11 

25 % GCSE 

Written Examination 
in year 11 

25% GCSE 

Examination in year 
11 

25 % GCSE 

Examination in year 11 

  
25% GCSE 
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GCSE Music 

 
The Edexcel GCSE in Music encourages you 
to build on your current musical interests.  
The course allows you to engage actively in 
the study of music enabling you to 
understand and appreciate a range of 
different kinds of music.  Studying GCSE 
Music will develop your life skills, including 
critical and creative thinking, aesthetic 
sensitivity, cultural understanding, self-
discipline, self-confidence and self-
motivation.  There are four areas of study, 
each of which contains three set works 
which will be the subject of examination in 
the listening and written paper: 
 

Area of Study 1  Area of Study 2 

Instrumental Music 1700-1820 Vocal Music 

Area of Study 3 Area of Study 4 

Music for Stage and Screen Fusions 

 
You are assessed in three ways: 

 
Assessment 

Two performances (traditional or improvised ); one solo and one 
group piece 

30% of total mark 

Two compositions 30% of total mark 

Appraising exam  on works studied in the four Areas of Study 40% of total mark 

 
This is a fabulous course for those who enjoy performing, composing and listening to a wide range of 
music. You do not have to have studied an instrument or had singing lessons to be successful on this 
course. Should you wish to start lessons, the Music Department has a comprehensive team of 
instrumental teachers for you to choose from. 
 
For further information on GCSE Music please contact Mr Gillott. 
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GCSE Physical Education 
 
Full course GCSE PE is made up of 40% Practical and 60% Theory. Within practical lessons students 
will be taught the key skills, techniques and tactics, as well as the rules and regulations, for a variety 
of activities. For their practical assessment students will be assessed in 3 sports from a prescribed list 
of activities: 
 

Team Activities Individual Activities 

Association Football Amateur Boxing 

Badminton (Doubles) Athletics 

Basketball Badminton 

Cricket Canoeing 

Dance Cycling 

Handball Dance 

Hockey Golf 

Netball Gymnastics 

Rowing Equestrian 

Rugby (League or Union) Rock Climbing 

Table Tennis (Doubles) Rowing 

Tennis (Doubles) Skiing/Snowboarding 

Volleyball Swimming 

If a racket sport is selected as a 
Team/Individual activity it cannot be used 
again for another Team/Individual activity. 

Table Tennis 

Tennis 

Trampolining 

There are a small number of additional specialist activities available. 

  
The three sports will have to consist of one 
team sport, one individual sport and one 
further option of either a team or an 
individual sport. This practical assessment 
makes up 30% and the final 10% of the 
practical mark is an analysis of a personal 
exercise programme.  
 
Within the theory element of the course 
students will develop their understanding 
of the physiological, scientific, psychological 
and social aspects of physical education. 

The content falls into the following 
components; 1) Fitness and the Body’s Systems which is assessed with a 
1hr 45 written exam; and 2) Health and Performance, which is assessed 
in a further 1hr 15min written exam.  
 
With the combined aspects of practical and theory this option is open to 
students with a strong sporting background as well as those students 
who enjoy the theory element of physical education. This course will act 
as a stepping stone for students wanting to further their education in A-
Level PE or join the Advanced Sports Programme (BTEC Sport), here at 
The Joseph Whitaker School. We would strongly recommend this GCSE 
to any student aspiring to a career in sports coaching, PE teaching, 
personal training, sports injuries or the leisure industry.  
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GCSE Religious Studies: Philosophy and Ethics  
 

All students will follow the AQA course.  

Philosophy is the ancient study of knowledge and 
ideas. It literally means the 'love of wisdom'. It 
involves questioning our ideas and assumptions 
about everything from the reality in which we live 
to whether or not God exists. 

Ethics is to do with moral questions - whether an 
action is right or wrong. Here, the study of ethics 
explores moral issues including abortion, animal 
testing and euthanasia and considers whether or 
not these issues are ever acceptable and what 
different people may think about these. 
 

Course content:  

Paper 1 

Christianity – beliefs and practices 

Islam – Beliefs and practices 

Examples of key questions: 

 Does God exist? 

 What happens when we die? 

 Why is there suffering in the world? 
 Is there really such thing as ‘evil’? 

 

Paper 2 

Moral issues 

 Relationships and families: Marriage, divorce, sexual relationships 

 Religion and life: When does life begin? Abortion, Euthanasia, Fertility treatment 

 Religion, peace and conflict: War, United Nations, peace 
 Religion, crime and punishment: Death penalty, police and prisons, drug use 

 

Assessment will be through: Two one hour and 45 minutes examinations. 

Philosophy and Ethics is a valuable subject which allows 
you to explore your own culture and the cultures that 
surround you in our ever changing society. It is the aim 
of Philosophy and Ethics to equip you to take a full and 
informed place in the world. It is important to help you 
make decisions in your life; give you knowledge of the 
different people around you and help you to 
understand their differences. You are able to reflect on 
your own values and opinions and attitudes towards 
others, in light of what you learn in your Philosophy 
and Ethics lessons. 

For further information, please see Mr Ward. 
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Triple Science  

 
 
We now have the opportunity to offer a pathway through Key Stage 4 which will lead to the award 
of three full grades at GCSE.  Specifically, students who follow the Triple Science course will be 
awarded separate grades in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  Assessment is by a similar model to the 
Double Award.  Students follow the separate science courses offered by AQA.  Students wishing to 
study Biology, Chemistry or Physics at A level or beyond should really consider this option as Triple 
Science is an excellent preparation for A Levels.  National guidance suggests that Triple Science 
would be appropriate for students working at Band B or above. Students considering studying Triple 
Science should consult Mr Townroe, the Head of Science, to discuss the suitability of this option. 
 
Triple Science is suitable for students who have shown a real aptitude for or interest in Science.  The 
course gives students the chance to look in more detail at some of the ideas to study in Science.  The 
extra time available (7.5 hours per week in total) means we can learn about topics beyond the scope 
of Double Science.  Examples include biotechnology, the analysis of inorganic chemicals in solution 
and the use of physics in medical imaging.  
 

For further information, please see Mr Townroe. 
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Vocational 

Courses 



Level 2 First Award in Information and Creative Technology 
 
How do websites work? How do emails reach your computer? How does the use of computer 
applications affect your daily life? This qualification provides an introduction to the modern online 
world. Starting with your own experiences, you will extend your knowledge of online services and 
investigate the technology and software that supports them.   
 
You will explore a range of digital devices, such as smart phones and digital music players and 
consider the technology that enables these devices to share and exchange information.   
 

What is the course structure? 
 
This two-year course will prepare you for the information world of today.  The course will deliver a 
number of different topics and tasks in which you will demonstrate your skills and understanding of 
ICT theory.  The tasks will exhibit a wide range of ICT skills including website structure, animation, 
audio, and general computer applications.  The ICT skills required will be covered throughout the 
course with mini practice tasks. 
 

How is the work assessed? 
 
An on-line test and the creation of an online portfolio of evidence will demonstrate your units of 
work.  There will be 3 units of evidence to prepare. 
 

How do I find out more about the course? 
 
For further details, please see Miss Kirk or Mr Brooks. 
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Technical Award in Hospitality and Catering 
 
 
This is a two year course that will build upon knowledge and skills students have learnt during the 
Food and Nutrition rotations at Key Stage 3. 

 
The hospitality and catering sector includes all businesses that provide 
food, beverages and/or accommodation services. This includes 
restaurants, hotels and pubs as well as airlines, tourist attractions, 
hospitals and sports venues. Hospitality and Catering is Britain’s fourth 
largest industry and accounts for 10% of British jobs. 
 

As part of the course, students will learn about: 

 The Hospitality and Catering industry and the job and career opportunities within it 

 Food preparation and cooking skills 

 Developing problem solving, organisation, time management and communication skills 

 Nutrition and food safety 

 How to plan a menu 
 

The course will introduce students to a range of new practical skills and techniques, students will 
cook products that relate to the topic of study to support the theory work learnt. Practical lessons 
are a compulsory part of the course and students make a wide variety of sweet and savoury 
products. 
 

 

 

This course provides an introduction to a wide range of 
career options. On completion of the course, students have 
the opportunity to take their studies further through a variety 
of catering courses at College or via an apprenticeship. 
 
Students wishing to take this course should be aware of the 
requirement to provide ingredients on a regular basis. 
 
 
For further information, please see Mrs McKee or Miss Gore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment is based upon two components Assessment 

Internal Controlled Assessment which includes a practical cooking 
exam where students have to plan, prepare, cook and present 2 
nutritional dishes 

60% of total mark 

On-screen e-assessment 40% of total mark 
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Cambridge National Certificate in Health and Social Care 
 
The Health and Social Care course will teach you knowledge and skills for everyday life. You will 
acquire transferable skills and tools that will enhance your future employability, which in turn 
contributes to your personal development and future economic wellbeing. A Cambridge National 
Certificate in Health and Social Care is equivalent to one GCSE grade 5 – 9. 
 
What is the course structure? 

To pass the course you must complete 4 modules – 2 mandatory units of which one is an external 
examination and two optional units, as detailed below: 

 
For further information, please see Mrs Wathall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Mandatory Units  Assessment Method 

Essential values of care for use 
with individuals in care settings 

This unit looks at the rights of 
individuals together with values of care 
when working in a Health, Social Care or 
Early Years Environment 

Written Paper – 1 hour 

OCR set and marked 

Communicating and working 
with individuals in Health, 
Social Care and Early Years 
settings 

This unit looks at how to communicate 
effectively and what personal qualities 
will contribute to the creating of a 
caring environment in a Health, Social 
Care and Early Years setting 

Centre assessed – OCR 
moderated 

2 Optional Units  Assessment Method 

Pathways for providing care in 
Health and Social Care and 
Early Years settings 

This unit looks at the types of 
professionals and agencies which 
provide support, how to access the 
support services and what barriers may 
prevent individuals from finding help to 
enable them to have a good quality of 
life.  It also looks at meeting specific 
individual needs and producing care 
plans for individuals using the Health, 
Social Care and Early Years services 

Centre assessed – OCR 
moderated 

Understanding Life Stages 

 

This unit investigates the main life 
processes that will occur with each life 
stage.  It looks at key events that may 
happen and the effects of these events 
during the lifespan of an individual. 

Centre assessed – OCR 
moderated 
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Work Skills 

 
Preparing for the ‘World of Work’ – Workskills will see you undertake a variety of study that will 
teach you skills that can be applied into the working environment. 
 
One qualification that you will undertake is: 

 

ECDL – European Computer Driving License                  
 
This is a qualification which credits you with a GCSE (equivalent) graded at 5 – 9. 
 
What is the course structure? 
 
To pass the course you must complete 4 on-line modules of study: 
 

MODULE PASS MARK   LENGTH OF EXAM  

Powerpoint Pass Mark 75%  45 minutes  

Wordprocessing Pass Mark 75%  45 minutes  

Spreadsheets Pass Mark 75%  45 minutes  

Improving productivity Pass Mark 55%  60 minutes  

 

You will also undertake BTEC units in: 
 

- Money Management 
o Budgeting 
o Borrowing Money 
o CV Writing 
o Personal Presentation 
o Preparing for Interview 

 

FIRST AID 
 
You will follow a programme of study using the SJAB resources. 
 
VISITS 
 
Help with life after school – visits to West Nottinghamshire College and talks from local 
training providers.  
 
SPEAKERS 
 
Speakers from the ‘World of Work’ will be invited in to talk to you about possible careers. 
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The Joseph Whitaker School 
Warsop Lane, Rainworth, Nottinghamshire NG21 0AG 

 
Telephone: (01623) 792327 

Facsimile: (01623) 792419 

E-mail: office@josephwhitaker.org 

Website: www.josephwhitaker.org 

Year 9 Options Evening 
Parents and students welcome 

Tuesday 21 February from 6.00-8.00pm 

mailto:office@josephwhitaker.org

