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Welcome to the Post 16 Information Evening. We are extremely proud of our Sixth Form, both in 
terms of the students we attract, courses on offer and achieved outcomes.  
 

The 2017 (unvalidated) A Level outcomes are 
shown.  In terms of destinations 20% of the 
students applying to University gained places 
at Russell Group institutions. Additionally, two 
students gained offers to Oxbridge with one of 
those securing a place at Cambridge to study 
Natural Sciences. Our most able students 
typically achieve high grades including in 2017 
a student gaining four A* grades in 
mathematics, chemistry, physics and further 
mathematics. This is attributable to the talent of 
our students, the quality of the teaching and the support mechanisms within the Sixth Form. I have no 
doubt that students who enrol within our Sixth Form and who work hard will achieve their full potential. 

This prospectus will provide you with an indication of the courses we offer, but I would also encourage 
you to speak to subject staff, visit as many study areas as possible and talk to current students in the 
Sixth Form to obtain their opinions. It is hoped we will be able to offer a full range of courses, but in 
the case of courses with low student uptake, this may not be viable. In such cases, we will contact 
you as soon as possible to discuss available alternatives. During the last few years, we have seen 
increased numbers of students enrolling in our Sixth Form Centre from other local schools; this 
transition has been very smooth, students have made friends quickly and their results have been 
excellent.  

Being part of the Sixth Form is not just about academic excellence; personal development is equally 
important. Our students play a crucial role in the school as leaders and mentors to all other year 
groups. There are numerous opportunities available, including an annual ski trip, a visit to New York, 
an enrichment programme, various subject visits and an opportunity to undertake and achieve the 
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award. The support programme for UCAS and options Post-16 is also 
outstanding.  

The Sixth Form Centre is purpose-built with a media suite, classrooms, study area, cyber café, fitness 
gym and a new silent study area with IT provision. Students receive free gym membership and there 
is also the facility to loan IT equipment for personal use if required. As part of our Sixth Form Dress 
Code students are expected to wear smart business dress. This change has been a resounding 
success both in terms of the Sixth Form ethos and the impact on younger students. 

Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact either Mr Jacques (Head 
of Sixth Form) or Mr Croft (Deputy Head with responsibility for Post 16 Education), who will be able to 
answer any queries that you may have. 

I look forward to meeting you on the evening and working with you in the future. 

Yours sincerely 
David Bell 
Headteacher 
 
 

 

Cohort 2017 
 89 

A Level A/A* 
 28% 

A Level 1+ A*- B 
 67.5% 

A Level 1+ A*- C 
 90.9% 

A Level 1+ A*- E 
 100% 

Headteacher Mr David Bell with the Head Boy (Harry Wright) 
and Head Girl (Mollie Garratt)  
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What courses are available in the Sixth Form? 
 

 A-Levels over a period of two years 

 Level 3 BTEC qualifications 

 GCSE Maths and English resit 

 All students will take part in a Care, Guidance and Support 
programme.  

 A range of enrichment opportunities are available that all students 
participate in  
  

 

Entry Criteria 

 
Traditional A-Levels 
 

 5 Grade 9-4 in GCSE subjects 

 Grade 5 GCSE in chosen subjects 
o Mathematics – Grade 6 

 Science – GCSE Grade 6/6 and a Grade 6 in Mathematics 

 Social Sciences (Psychology and Sociology) and Media Studies must have a Grade 5 in English 
Language or Literature 

 Economics must have a 6 in Maths GCSE. 
 

 
The following subjects will be offered at A-Level: 
Art, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Design & Technology, Drama, Economics, English 
Language and Literature, English Literature, French, Geography, Health and Social Care, History, 
Mathematics, Media Studies, Philosophy and Ethics, Physical Education, Physics, Psychology, 
Sociology, and Spanish.  
 

BTECs 

 Students currently studying a BTEC require a Merit to proceed onto the Level 3 course, in 
addition to three other GCSEs 9-4 

 To undertake a Level 3 BTEC without having previously studied the subject in Year 11, 5 Grades 
9-4 are required.  

 
 

The following subjects will be offered at BTEC or Foundation Tech Level 3: 

ICT, Music and Engineering. 
 

Induction Days 
A Sixth Form Induction process will take place from Tuesday 26 June – Wednesday 27 June 2018. 

Students will have the opportunity to sample lessons and participate in team building activities. 
Attendance at this event is compulsory.  

 

NB It must be stressed that no course will run unless numbers are viable.  
Courses with few students may run with reduced time.   

 

We will not prescribe an option block at the moment but ask students to make their choices on the 

Application Form enclosed, choosing a maximum of 4 subjects. We will then try to accommodate their 
choices. Students should think very carefully about choices as this becomes more limiting 
once staffing and timetabling is completed. 
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Additional Information: 

The Bursary 

The Scheme comprises two parts: 

1 A Full Bursary (£1,200 an academic year) for those most in need of financial support, i.e young 

people who are: 

 in care 

 living independently, having left Local Authority care 

 receiving Income Support or Universal Credit 

 disabled young people in receipt of Employment Support Allowance who are also in receipt 
of Disability Living Allowance or Personal Independence Payments.  

2 An Educational Support Grant available for those in need of finance to help them meet specific 

costs to enable them to stay in education and complete their courses, e.g. transport, equipment, 
fieldwork costs.  

Further details, including the eligibility criteria, are available on the school website or see Mr Croft. 

 
Keeping Parents Involved 
 
We recognise how important parents are when it comes to ensuring examination success for our 
students. We thank you for the work you have already done in order to make the partnership between 
home and school a successful one and look forward to your continued support and co-operation. We 
would gladly welcome the attendance of parents at our Open Evening, to discuss suitable courses for 
our incoming Year 12 students. We feel that this would be a valuable opportunity for you to meet 
some of the tutors and to view the facilities we offer to our Post-16 students. 

Our prime aim in Post-16 Education is the achievement of academic excellence. Without academic 
success, a student’s time in Post-16 Education is largely wasted. Therefore, if a student fails to come 
up to our expectations of them we shall, regretfully, ask them to leave. We believe that this is in the 
best interests of the student and of the Sixth Form as a whole. Parents will be kept constantly 
informed about the progress of their son or daughter, both on an informal basis (telephone, e-mail) 
and on a formal basis (parental meeting and reports). 

 
People to Contact: 
 

Mr M Croft – Deputy Headteacher with responsibility for Post-16 Education 

Mr A Jacques – Head of Sixth Form 

Heads of Subject: 
Name Subject Name Subject 

Miss  Fenwick Art Miss  Kirk ICT 

Mrs   Davis Biology Mr     Strain Mathematics 

Mr   White Business Studies Mrs   Morgan Media 

Mr   Townroe Chemistry Mrs  Souter Modern Foreign Languages 

Mr   Caputa Drama Mr   Watson PE  

Mr   Worsley Engineering Miss  Bull Physics 

Mr   Farrell English Ms    Bradshaw Psychology/Sociology 

Mr   Souter Geography Mrs   Richardson Technology 

Miss  Edwards History Mrs   Wathall Health & Social Care 

Mr     Gillott Music   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All will be only too glad to offer help and guidance, whether the question is over choice of course or 
how the Sixth Form operates. 

 

Current Year 12 Tutors: 

Mrs Marlow 
Mrs Norris 
Mrs Wathall 
Mrs Davis 
Mr Strain 
 

                 Current Year 13 Tutors: 

Mr Watson 
Mr Farrell 
Mrs Tindle/Ms Psevdhiotis 
Miss Bradshaw 
Mr White 
 
 
 



 

 The Joseph Whitaker School 

 
 

                                         
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Along with all these opportunities, Year 12 have one lesson a week dedicated to Enrichment. During 
this period, the students experience a range of presentations. We have close links with both 
Nottingham and Nottingham Trent Universities, who speak on a range of issues, including University 
applications, finance and study skills. We also cover apprenticeship opportunities, mindfulness, 
revision techniques and safe driving as well as talks from local charities. 
 
Students also have the opportunity once a month to opt into an activity area. Activities includes 
Insanity fitness training, current affairs talks and holiday survival language lessons. 

At The Joseph Whitaker School Sixth Form, there is more to life than just gaining qualifications. We want 
you to achieve your potential and flourish both in and outside of the classroom. Whether you are thinking of 
going straight to university or full-time employment after the Sixth Form, we recognise the importance of 
making you stand out from the crowd. That’s why we have an exciting range of enrichment activities for you 
to take part in to uncover hidden talents and develop new skills. 

 
You can take part in a huge range of activities, including: 

 

 All our students spend 1 lesson a week 

mentoring younger students in a lesson 

of their choice 

 Leadership. We pride ourselves on our 

fully accredited Sixth Form leaders who 

help out and run sporting clubs, choirs, 

musical events, dance clubs, school 

productions and more 

 Duke of Edinburgh: Many go onto the 

Gold D of E course. Recent expeditions 

have included travelling to Norway 

 Liaising with teachers, governors and 

the local community as part of the 

school and sixth form council 

 An annual Sixth Form ski trip 

 Red Shirts at Lunchtime: We have 

many Sixth Form students who are 

employed as lunchtime supervisors 

 All Year 12 will be take part in a ‘First 
Aid in the Workplace’ Course, gaining 
knowledge and training on Emergency 
care and CPR.  
 

 Team You Mentors: This exciting initiative is part 

of the school specialism. Sixth Formers become 

qualified mentors and a valuable buddy to 

younger students who need that extra bit of 

support to help them achieve their potential.   

 Running the Sixth Form Charity Committee: 

Each year we select a local charity and organise 

events to support our local community. 

 Year 12 Work Experience: Gain vital experience 

working within an area that you may choose to 

pursue as a career 

 Residential Trips and field trips: These range 

from coastal Geography excursions to visiting 

New York! 

 Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) – Students 
have the opportunity to gain extra UCAS points 
through an EPQ. It provides an opportunity for 
students to extend their abilities beyond the A-
level syllabus, develop their independent 
research skills and prepare for university or their 
future career.  

 
 

Enrichment 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrichment 
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Subject Information  
 
A LEVEL ART AND DESIGN 
 
Examination Board: OCR 
 
The best foundation for success in A2 Level Art is a good grade at GCSE.  If you have an aptitude for 
this subject, if you are creative or good at drawing, you may have the basic skills to succeed.  
However, A Level Art is not an easy option and you should be prepared to work hard at developing 
your skills. 

You should have an understanding of the formal elements of art and a curiosity for understanding the 
historical context surrounding artists and their work.  Above all, you should have an interest in 
creating and understanding art and a determination to engage with the art world as an emerging 
practitioner.  

 

 A Level 

Component Weighting Method of Assessment 

U
n

it
 1

 

 

Personal Investigation  
Practical work 
Personal study 

60% of total A Level 
Internally set 
Internally marked 
Externally moderated 

U
n

it
 2

 

 

Art & Design Externally set  
Assignment 

40% of total A Level  
Externally set 
Internally marked 
Externally moderated 

 
 
 
There are many careers in art, craft and design. Most of these require further study at an art school, 
further education college or university. 
 
You may wish to do an art A Level for its own sake or you may wish to go into a job where it is useful 
to have had experience of art, craft and design. The study of Art can also help you develop 
transferable skills you can take into any career or job such as creative thinking and time management.  
Success requires determination and dedication.  However, whichever future path you choose, it can 
be a very rewarding beginning. 
 
 

For further information, please contact Miss Fenwick 
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A LEVEL BIOLOGY 

Examination Board: AQA 

 
Course Information 

 

 

 

 

 

The following outlines the Biology A Level Course at The Joseph Whitaker School and how having a 
further qualification in Biology might benefit you. 

You may have already made up your mind as to the career path you wish to follow, or you may still be 
undecided.  Possibly you have chosen two or three subjects for next year but are unsure on which 
others to take.  Biology is directly relevant in careers such as Health, Medicine, Working with Animals, 
Caring for People, Scientific research, Genetics, Forensic Science etc. 

Biology is indirectly relevant and valued by employers in many other fields.  Many employers believe 
that the best candidates have a broad background of academic subjects.  If you are considering 
further study after Sixth Form, at College or University, then there are a variety of Biological options 
including Microbiology, Zoology, Botany and degrees in other subjects that appreciate the value of a 
diverse academic background.  

 

A Level Unit Title Description 

Biological Molecules 

 Carbohydrates 

 Lipids 

 Proteins 

 Nucleic Acids and DNA 

Cells 

 Cell structure & microscopy 

 Cell membranes and transport 

 Immune system 

Exchange of substances with the 
environment 

 Gas exchange 

 Digestion and absorption 

 Circulation in plants and animals 

Genetics 
 Genes and chromosomes 

 Genetic diversity and mutation 
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A Level Unit Title Description 

Energy  transfers in and between 
organisms 

 Photosynthesis 

 Food production 

 Respiration 

Responding to changes 

 Nerve function 

 Hormone action 

 Controlling internal conditions 

Populations, evolution and ecosystems 

 Population sampling 

 Interdependency 

 Changes in population 

 Natural selection 

The control of gene expression 

 DNA replication 

 Building proteins 

 Medical genetics and genetic disorders 

 

 

Assessment Outline:  A Level 

Unit Title Description Assessment/Weighting 

Paper 1 
 Content from Modules 1 to 4 

 Short and longer answer questions 

2 hours  
written exam 

- 35% 

Paper 2  

 Structured questions and extended 
response questions, covering theory and 
practical skills. 

 Assesses content from modules 5-8. 

2 hours  
written exam 

- 35% 

Paper 3  

 Structured questions and extended 
response questions, covering theory and 
practical skills. 

 Essay question 

 Assesses content from modules 1 to 8 

2 hours 
written exam 

- 30% 

Non-exam assessment  - 
Practical endorsement for 
biology 

Candidates complete a minimum of 12 
practical activities to demonstrate 
competence.  Performance is then reported 
separately to the A Level grade. 

Non-exam.  Reported 
separately. 

 

There is no typical Sixth Form Biologist and, in the past, students have studied Biology with every 
possible combination of other A-Levels and BTEC’s. Subjects that are complementary to Biology are: 
 

Chemistry Physics Sports Studies 

Psychology Maths Health & Social Care 

For further information, please contact Mrs Davis or Mrs Wood. 
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A LEVEL BUSINESS STUDIES 
 
Examination Board: EDEXCEL 
 
Course Information 
 
This syllabus encourages candidates to develop a critical understanding of business organisations, to 
appreciate the context in which they operate, the markets they serve and the process of adding 
value. It is based upon a problem solving approach and candidates are encouraged to develop an 
understanding of the business environment and the impact this environment may have on the 
decisions taken by businesses. Candidates are also expected to critically analyse the decisions taken 
by businesses and the reasons for those decisions. Case studies form an integral part of the learning 
process and each A Level paper relies on either a series of short case studies or a pre-researched 
case study. 
 

Paper 1: Marketing, people 
and global businesses 

Paper 2: Business activities, 
decisions and strategy 

Paper 3: Investigating business 
in a competitive environment 

35% of the total qualification 35% of the total qualification 30% of the total qualification 

Overview of content: 

Paper 1 will assess 
marketing, people and global 

businesses. Questions will 
be drawn from Themes 1 

and 4. 

Overview of content: 

Paper 2 will assess business 
finance and operations, 
business decisions and 

strategy. Questions will be 
drawn from Themes 2 and 3. 

Overview of content: 

Paper 3 will assess content 
across all four themes. 

 

For Paper 3, there will be a pre-released context document issued in June of the previous year. A new 
context will be given to centres each year and will relate to the examination series for the following summer. 
The context will focus on a broad context, such as industry or market in which businesses operate. 

Theme Description 

Theme 1: 
Marketing 

and people 

Students will develop an understanding of:  

 meeting customer needs  

 the market  

 marketing mix and strategy  

 managing people  

 entrepreneurs and leaders.  

Theme 2: 
Managing 
business 
activities 

Students will develop an understanding of:  

 raising finance  

 financial planning  

 managing finance  

 resource management  

 external influences.  

Theme 3: 
Business 
decisions 

and 
strategy 

 

This theme develops the concepts introduced in Theme 2. Students will develop an 
understanding of:  

 business objectives and strategy  

 business growth  

 decision-making techniques  

 influences on business decisions  

 assessing competitiveness  

 managing change.  

Theme 4: 
Global 

business 

This theme develops the concepts introduced in Theme 1. Students will develop an 
understanding of:  

 globalisation  

 global markets and business expansion  

 global marketing  

 global industries and companies (multinational companies). 

This course offers opportunities for students who are interested in the world of business and who may 
have career ideas in banking or finance. It provides a firm foundation for study at degree level – past 
students have often taken this route into Higher Education, particularly into Business related courses 
such as International Business, Accounting and Economics. Use of the Internet and ICT in general 
are encouraged for key skill purposes. 

For further information, please contact Mr White. 
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A LEVEL CHEMISTRY 

Examination Board: OCR 

 
 
Course Information 

 
Chemistry is a central science that ties together 
fundamental ideas from fields such as mathematics, 
physics, biology, engineering, medicine and 
environmental science and plays an important role 
in all those fields.  A-Level Chemistry is seen as a 
valuable qualification, regardless of the final 
destination chosen, since it incorporates key skills 
such as problem solving. 

Chemists are very much involved in tackling the problems faced by modern society.  On a given day, 
a chemist may be studying the mechanism for the recombination of DNA, measuring the amount of 
insecticide in drinking water, developing a biodegradable plastic, comparing the protein content of 
meats, monitoring and controlling pollution, developing a new antibiotic or analysing a moon rock!  In 
addition, a Chemistry qualification is excellent preparation for careers in medicine, dentistry and 
veterinary medicine or in the allied health professions.   
 
OCR Specification A 

The specification is divided into chemical topics, each containing different key chemical ideas. Once 
the key features of an idea have been developed, applications are considered. Students are assessed 
based on separate topics in Year 12, whilst important links between different areas of chemistry are 
largely assessed synoptically at A2 level. The teaching of practical skills is integrated within selected 
topics. 
 
 

Unit Title Description 

Module 1 – Development of practical skills 
in Chemistry 

Planning, implementing, analysis and evaluation. 

Module 2 – Foundations in Chemistry 

 Atoms, compounds, molecules and equations. 

 Amount of substance. 

 Acid-base and redox reactions. 

 Electrons, bonding and structure. 

Module 3 – The Periodic table and energy 

 The Periodic table and periodicity. 

 Group 2 and the halogens. 

 Qualitative analysis. 

 Enthalpy changes. 

 Reaction rates and equilibrium (qualitative). 

Module 4 – Core organic chemistry 

 Basic concepts of carbon chemistry. 

 Hydrocarbons. 

 Alcohols and halogenoalkanes. 

 Organic synthesis. 

 Analytical techniques (Infra Red, Mass Spectroscopy) 

Module 5 – Physical chemistry and 
transition elements 

 Reaction rates and equilibrium (quantitative) 

 pH and buffers. 

 Enthalpy, entropy and free energy. 

 Redox and electrode potentials. 

 Transition elements. 

Module 6 – Organic chemistry and 
analysis 

 Aromatic compounds. 

 Carbonyl compounds. 

 Carboxylic acids and esters. 

 Nitrogen compounds. 

 Polymers. 

 Organic synthesis. 

 Chromatography and spectroscopy (NMR). 
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Assessment Outline:  A Level 

Unit Title Description Assessment/Weighting 

Paper 1- Periodic table, 
elements and physical 
chemistry 

 Section A – Multiple choice 

 Section B – Structured questions 
covering theory and practical skills. 

 Assesses content from modules 1, 2, 3 
and 5. 

2 hours 15 minutes 
written exam 

- 37% 

Paper 2 – Synthesis and 
analytical techniques 

 Structured questions and extended 
response questions, covering theory 
and practical skills. 

 Assesses content from modules 1, 2, 4 
and 6. 

2 hours 15 minutes 
written exam 

- 37% 

Paper 3 – Unified chemistry 

 Structured questions and extended 
response questions, covering theory 
and practical skills. 

 Assesses content from modules 1 to 6. 

1 hour 30 minutes 
written exam 

- 26% 

Non-exam assessment  - 
Practical endorsement for 
chemistry 

Candidates complete a minimum of 12 
practical activities to demonstrate 
competence.  Performance is then reported 
separately to the A Level grade. 

Non-exam.  Reported 
separately. 

 
For further information see Mr Townroe, Mr Herbert, Miss Riley or Mrs Fozard.                                
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A LEVEL DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY: PRODUCT DESIGN  
 
 

Examination Board: EDEXCEL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The new specification is now a two year course and begins in 2017 which provides continued 
progression of knowledge, understanding and skills studied at GCSE. This course now is a single 
titled A-Level (Product Design) which combines graphic products and resistant materials to provide 
students with a wider range of skills, knowledge and material choice to produce innovative, relevant 
outcomes. It enables a clearer pathway into higher education, and within the course visits to local 
businesses, factories and Universities are undertaken to improve students’ understanding of industrial 
practices and the design industry.  
 
The course is broken into two sections;  

 External examination at the end of the second year of study based on the principles of 
design and technology. 

 Independent design and make project that is determined by the student and must respond to 
real world context. This is assessed internally and moderated by Edexcel.  

 
Aims and Objectives of the course: 

 

 To Identify market needs and opportunities for new products and use creativity and 
imagination when applying iterative design processes to develop and modify designs. To 
design and make prototypes that solve real world problems and suitable for commercial 
manufacture, considering user wants, needs, aspirations and values.  

 Be open to taking risks, showing innovation and enterprise while considering your role as a 
responsible designer. 

 Be able to create and analyse design concepts and use a range of skills and knowledge from 
other subject areas, including mathematics and science, to inform design decisions and the 
application or development of technology. 

 Students will demonstrate a high level of literacy and numeracy throughout their coursework 
and examination. 

 Develop a critical understanding of the wider influences on design and technology, including 
cultural, economic, environmental, historical and social factors.  

 Be able to work collaboratively to develop and refine ideas, responding to feedback from 
users, peers and expert practitioners.  

 Develop an in-depth knowledge and understanding of materials, components and processes 
associated with the creation of products that can be tested and evaluated in use. 

 Develop intellectual curiosity about how the design and manufacture of products and 
systems and their impact on daily life and the wider world. 

 IT skills are used to support design and development through the use of Pro Desktop, Adobe 
Photoshop, 2D Design and Google Sketch-up in order to provide students with the correct 
skills for further education in the design industry. 

 Projects are open and therefore could link to product design, architecture, interior 
architecture, furniture design etc. 

 
 
 

A Level Design and Technology: Product Design  

Schemes of Assessment                YEAR 13 

Component Title  Duration Percentage of Exam 

 

Principles of Design and 
Technology (Theory) 

2 hour 30 minutes Exam 50% 

 

Independent Design and 
Make Project (Coursework 

Project) 
 

Approximately 40 pages of 
A3 

50% 

 Unit 4 

 Unit 5 
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A LEVEL DRAMA 

 
Examination Board: WJEC 
 
 
Course Information 
 

A Level Drama 

Unit Title:       Theatre Workshop Percentage of Exam 

Non-exam assessment: Internally assessed, externally moderated 
Learners will be assessed on either acting or design. 
Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of a 
piece of theatre based on a reinterpretation of an extract from a text 
chosen from a list supplied by WJEC. The piece must be developed 
using the techniques and working methods of either an influential 
theatre practitioner or a recognised theatre company. 
 
Learners must produce: 
 

 A realisation of the performance or design 

 A creative log 
 

20% of qualification 

 
Unit Title:         Text in Action 

Percentage of Exam 

Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner 
Learners will be assessed on either acting or design. 
Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of 

two pieces of theatre based on a stimulus supplied by WJEC: 
 

 A devised piece using the techniques and working methods of 
either an influential theatre practitioner or a recognised theatre 
company (a different practitioner or company to that chosen for 
Component 1) 

 An extract from a text in a contrasting style chosen by the 
learner. 

Learners must realise their performance live for the visiting examiner. 
Learners choosing design must also give a 5-10 minute presentation of 

their design to the examiner. Learners produce a process and 
evaluation 

 

40% of qualification 

Unit Title:        Text in Performance Percentage of Exam 

 
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes 

40% of qualification 

 
If you have any questions about the course or your suitability for it please speak to Mr Caputa.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 The Joseph Whitaker School 

A LEVEL ECONOMICS 

 
Examination Board: Edexcel 
 
Course Information 
 

A wide-ranging subject that touches on every aspect of 
commercial life. Economics examines how an economy works and how individuals and organisations 
make decisions that impact upon the world in which we live and work.  

This course will broaden your understanding of the business world and encourage you to evaluate 
some of the consequences of the choices made by businesses and governments. You will consider 
issues such as the ongoing problems within the Eurozone, the effects of taxation, the impact of 
exchange rates, regional unemployment, consumer behaviour, the efficiency of public transport, 
global debt and the causes and consequences of globalisation.  

Economics is scientific in its investigative nature and requires good logical and analytical skills, 
together with the ability to produce convincing written and verbal arguments and conclusions. As with 
any subject concerned with human behaviour, there is often more than one way of interpreting the 
observed facts. You will study the theories which try to explain economic behaviour, but be free to 
weigh up the alternative arguments and draw your own conclusions. 

The main topics are divided into two broad areas, Macroeconomics and Microeconomics: 

M
A

C
R

O
E

C
O

N
O

M
IC

S
 

 

o The forces influencing the success of the UK and other global economies and models 
that can be used to analyse these forces. 

o The sets of policies available to the UK government to make the economy stronger, 
and the limits to those policies apparent in the present economic circumstances. 

o Different schools of economic thought and how different underpinning beliefs will 
influence policy recommendations. 

o Further, more detailed analysis of the big issues facing countries such as 
unemployment, inflation, growth, government debt and the Balance of Payments. 

o In-depth analysis of the issues affecting less developed economies, why some poorer 
countries have succeeded in growing quickly, whereas others are still desperately 
poor. 

M
IC

R
O

E
C

O
N

O
M
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S

 

 

o Why prices for different goods and services are at different levels and the forces that 
might make them change. 

o Why some people earn more than others, what causes inequality in different 
economies and to what extent does this matter? 

o The extent to which all goods and services (such as health and education) should be 
provided through the market and the case for governments intervening in the supply 
of some goods and services with taxes, laws or in some cases subsidies and state 
provision. 

o How firms compete with one another, the consequences of monopoly power and the 
need for regulation. 

What next? 

This course is excellent preparation for students planning to continue on to university to study 
subjects including economics, accounting, banking and finance and business and management. 
Economics also provides a strong grounding for those wishing to pursue many other subject areas at 
degree level and is a core subject in the exams set by most professional bodies. 

Alternatively, students may consider direct entry into employment or further training. 

For more information please see Mr White. 

 



 

 The Joseph Whitaker School 

A LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
 

Examination Board: AQA 
 
Course Information 
 

A-Level Component 1  

One Prose Text chosen (by teacher) from: 

 Dracula 

 Frankenstein 

 The Handmaid’s Tale 

 The Lovely Bones 

One Poetry Text (15 poems by each poet in AQA 
anthology) chosen (by teacher) from: 

 John Donne 

 Robert Browning 

 Carol Ann Duffy (selection from Meantime) 

 Seamus Heaney 

AQA non-fiction anthology – Paris theme  

 
A Level Component 1 Exam: 
 

 Component 1 – 3 hour exam with 3 questions 

 Closed book anthology question, but extracts printed on paper, so students can annotate their 
class copies 

 Open book for prose and poetry, so students need clean copies of text 

 Poetry questions refer to named poems, so all poems must be studied 

A-Level Component 2  

One prose text chosen (by teacher) from: 

 Mr Whycher 

 Into the Wild 

 The Great Gatsby 

 The Kite Runner 

One Drama text chosen (by teacher) from: 

 A Streetcar named Desire 

 Othello 

 All My Sons 

 The Herd (by Rory Kinnear) 

Exam: 

 Two hours 30 minutes 

 Section A – Re-creative task and commentary based on prose text – open book, so clean copies 

 Section B – open book, so clean copies – extract-based question 
 

A-Level Component 3 – 20% of exam  

Non-Exam Assessment (coursework: 
 

 An investigation that explores a specific technique or theme in literary and non-literary discourse 

 One literary and one non-literary text (the latter could be a set of discourse data – e.g. speech 

transcripts) 

 Literary text must be of literary merit and cannot be from any of the set text lists for other 

components 

 
For more information please see Mr Farrell. 
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A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 
Examination Board: AQA 
 
Course Information 
 
 
 

A-Level Component 1 – Aspects of Tragedy: 40% of A-Level  

 
One Drama text – chosen by teacher from Othello or King Lear 
*One Drama text – chosen by teacher from Death of a Salesman or Richard ll 
*One text – chosen by teacher from: 

 

 Tess of the D’Urbervilles (Hardy) 

 The Great Gatsby (Scott Fitzgerald) 

 Keats selection 

 Poetry selection: Tragedy (Chaucer, Milton, Betjeman, Auden and others) – 17 poems 
 

*at least one of these must be pre-1900 (Poetry Selection DOES NOT count as pre-1900). 
 

Examinations: 

 
Two hours 30 minutes exam paper, comprising 3 tasks worth 25 marks each (so 50 minutes per 
question). Closed book. Task 1: Shakespeare extract; Task 2: whole Shakespeare play; Task 3: 
comparison of two texts. 
 

 
OR 

 

A-Level Component 1 – Aspects of Comedy: 40% of A-Level  

 
One Drama text – chosen by teacher from The Taming of the Shrew or Twelfth Night 
*One Drama text – chosen by teacher from She Stoops to Conquer or The Importance of Being 

Earnest 
*One text – chosen by teacher from: 

 

 Emma (Austen) 

 Small Island (Levy) 

 The Nun’s Priest’s Tale (Chaucer) 

 Poetry Anthology: Comedy (Donne, Larkin, Duffy and others) 
 

*at least one of these must be pre-1900 (Poetry Selection DOES NOT count as pre-1900). 
 

Examinations: 

 
Two hours 30 minutes exam paper, comprising 3 tasks worth 25 marks each (so 50 minutes per 
question). Closed book. Task 1: Shakespeare extract; Task 2: whole Shakespeare play; Task 3: 
comparison of two texts. 
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A-Level Component 2 – Elements of Crime Writing: 40% of A-Level  

 
Choose three texts from below – one must be post-2000, one must be Poetry, one must be 
pre-1900: 
 
Post-2000 novel – Atonement (McEwan) or When Will There Be Good News (Atkinson) 
Poetry Text – The Rime of the Ancient Mariner or Selection (Crabbe, Browning, Wilde) 
 
Hamlet (Shakespeare) 
Oliver Twist (Dickens) 
Brighton Rock (Greene) 
The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (Christie) 
 

Three hour open book (clean copy) question paper with 3 questions, so 1 hour per question: 

 Section A – one compulsory unseen question 

 Section B – one essay question on a set text 

 Section C – one essay connection which connects two texts 
 

 

OR 
 

Component 2 – Elements of Political and Social Protest Writing: 40% of A-Level  

 
Choose three texts from below – one must be post-2000, one must be Poetry, one must be 
pre-1900: 
 
Post-2000 novel – Harvest (Crace) or The Kite Runner (Hosseini) 
Poetry Text – Songs of Innocence and Experience (Blake) or Tony Harrison: Selected Poems 

 
Henry lV Part l (Shakespeare) 
Hard Times (Dickens) 
A Doll’s House (Ibsen) 
The Handmaid’s Tale (Attwood) 
 

Three hour open book (clean copy) question paper with 3 questions, so 1 hour per question: 

 Section A – one compulsory unseen question 

 Section B – one essay question on a set text 

 Section C – one essay connection which connects two texts 
 

 
 

Component 3 – A-Level Coursework: 20% of A-Level (Year 13) 

 

 Two pieces of work, each on a different literary text 

 One text must be poetry, one text must be prose 

 Each text must be linked to a different section of the AQA Critical Anthology 

 Word count for each piece – 1250-1500 

 One piece must be conventional, the other could be re-creative 

 Students may not choose texts from any of the exam set text lists 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information please see Mr Farrell. 
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A LEVEL FRENCH / A LEVEL SPANISH 

 

Examination Board: AQA  
 
Course Information 

 The study of a foreign language is a key skill in Britain today. It is 
a proven fact that languages open doors, whether in the business 
world or when visiting other countries as a tourist. Studying 
Spanish or French to a higher level will give you a well-respected 
qualification, valued by universities.  Choosing a language gives 
you a qualification that is highly regarded by universities across 
the country.  Universities and prospective employers understand 
that a language qualification gives students a variety of 
transferable skills that are essential in many degrees and 
subsequently in the world of work.  Previous A-Level students 
have gone on to study law, history, engineering, medicine and 
international business.  For many students their A-Level in 
languages has given them the chance to start a new language 
from scratch as a subsidiary course or spend time abroad during 
their time at university. 
 
Course Information 

This course has been designed to give you a profound understanding of your chosen language. Not 
only will you know more about the mechanics of the language – grammar, vocabulary and translation 
– but also about how people live and use language on a day-to-day basis. 

The course builds on knowledge you have already gained at GCSE and covers a wide range of 
interesting and engaging issues, including the cultural study of a book or a film.   In the second year 
you will then continue your studies on the current issues facing young people today, the study of 
another novel or film along with an individual research project on a topic of interest to you. 

We will also aim to provide you with the opportunity to practise your improved language skills in real 
life by participating in a trip abroad where you will really see the benefit of studying a language. 

Quotes from previous Year 13 students: 

‘I really recommend Spanish at A-Level as it gives you a great skill for travelling and makes you stand 
out to universities and employers… it’s actually quite good fun too!’ 

‘I love being able to speak another language.  It allows you to explore other cultures as well as 
understanding controversial issues that affect us all today in this country.’ 

‘Learning a language at A-Level will open a world of different perspectives for a person.  It allows for a 
person to discover more of the different cultures and lifestyles in the world.  Moreover, it is a skill that 
attracts many employers.’ 

A Level French or Spanish:   

P
a

p
e

r1
 

 50% Listening, Reading, 
Writing 

 Written exam: 2 hrs 30  

 Topics of study: 

 Aspects of society 

 Artistic culture 

 Multiculturalism 

 Political Life 

P
a

p
e

r2
 

 20% Writing 

 Written exam 2 
hours 

 One text and one 
film or two texts 
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 Individual research project 

 30% Speaking 

 Oral exam 21-23 minutes 

                                 

                                      
For further information, please see Mrs Turnbull or Mrs Kemish 
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A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY  
 
Examination Board: AQA  
 
Course Information 
 

The A level Geography course offers you the opportunity to deepen your understanding and 
knowledge of the world around you.  The topics studied are of direct relevance to your lives and help 
you make sense of issues frequently featured in the news.  In addition, Geography equips you with a 
range of skills to make you more attractive to employers and to prepare you for studying Geography 
or other degree subjects at University.  

 

 

 

 

    Your  A Level will consist of three units 

         Component Title        Duration Percentage of Exam 
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Physical Geography 

Topic list 

 Water and Carbon Cycles 

 Coastal systems and landscapes 

 Hazards   

Assessment 
2 hours 30 minutes 
written examination 
         

40% of A-Level 

U
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Human Geography 

Topic list 

 Global Systems and Global 
Governance 

 Changing Places 

 Contemporary Urban Environments  
 

Assessment 
2 hours 30 minutes 
written examination 
        

40% of A-Level 

U
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None Examined Assessment 

 

 Students undertaken independent field 
study research across 4 days. 

 Students write up their findings as a 
report 

 

Assessment 
4000 word report  20% of A-Level 

 

 

For further information, please contact Mr Souter. 
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A LEVEL HISTORY 

 
Examination Board: AQA 
 
Course Information 

 
History is a very popular A Level subject and students at 
Joseph Whitaker enjoy a varied syllabus which allows them 
to develop an understanding of both the past and the world 
we live in today.  The History department has a long record 
of outstanding results at A Level and the subject is one that 
is highly respected by universities and employers alike. 
 
Most students that wish to take A-Level History will have 
studied History at GCSE.  However, this is not essential 
and students who have not done GCSE go on to be very 
successful at A-Level. 

   
 

Assessment: All assessment will take place at the end of the two year course. 

 Component Title  

U
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USA: The Making of a Superpower  
1865-1975 
 
2 hours 30 minutes examination. 
 
40% of A Level 
 

 
This unit will follow the USA from the end of the Civil War 
until its establishment as a Superpower in the post-war era.  
This is a very broad course which covers social, economic 
and political affairs including the Gilded Age, isolationism, 
The Great Depression, international conflict and the Civil 
Rights movement.  Students will gain an understanding of 
how the American political system functions and how the 
USA developed its standing in the world today. 
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The Making of Modern Britain, 1951-
2007 
 
2 hours 30 minutes examination 
 
40% of A Level 
 

 
During this unit Britain enjoyed a period of post-war 
affluence and boom, followed by an era of reaction.  
Students will study important individuals such as Macmillan, 
Wilson, Thatcher and Blair.  Students will also examine 
other factors such as the impact of government policies on 
industrial relations, trade unions and the nature of the 
relationship between the state and its citizens.  Students 
will be able to demonstrate how issues such as economic 
performance, party-political reinvention and multiculturalism 
changed Britain by 2007. 
 
 

U
n

it
 3

 Historical Investigation 
 
20% of A Level 
 

 
Students will undertake an individual study of a time period 
prior to the taught courses and will be required to produce a 
3000-3500 word essay on their chosen topic.  Potential 
topics include witchcraft, the changing role of women, the 
protest movement, the Crusades and the French 
Revolution.  Students will spend time researching their 
chosen topic and will need to include a range of historians’ 
views as well as primary sources. 
 

 

For further advice and information please see Miss Edwards. 
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A LEVEL MATHEMATICS 

 

Examination Board: AQA 
 
Syllabus Details: Advanced GCE Mathematics    (7357)  
 
Course Information 

 
Pure Mathematics can be thought of as an extension of GCSE level Mathematics, but some of the 
ideas behind Applied Mathematics will be new to students. 
 
The standard of Mathematics required is high; Level 6 at GCSE level is a good indication of the 
standard recommended for commencement of this course.  Perhaps even more important is an 
attitude to work and a determination to persevere. 
 

Year 12  

7357 Pure Mathematics (2/3 of the course) 

7357 Mechanics (1/6 of the course) 

7357 Statistics (1/6 of the course) 

 

Year 13 

7357 June  A2 Pure Mathematics  

7357 June  A2 Pure Mathematics and Mechanics  

7357 June  A2 Pure Mathematics and Statistics 

  

Examination: Total Mark Duration 

The question paper consists of a number of 
questions of different lengths, type and mark 
allocation.  Candidates attempt all questions.   

The total mark 
for each paper 
is 100 

Each question paper has a 
duration of 2 hours. 

The Applied aspect of the course (Mechanics and Statistics) makes up 33% of the total course. 
Calculators may be used in all exams and candidates may use a graphical calculator.  There is no 
coursework requirement. 

 
 
A LEVEL FURTHER MATHEMATICS 
 
Examination Board: AQA  
 
Course Information 

 
This course extends A2 Mathematics and is particularly suited to those 
thinking of Mathematics / Engineering-based further education.  The course 
follows the same format and has the same proportion of Applied and 
Pure Mathematics as A2 Mathematics. 
 
This course is only available if you have chosen A level Mathematics. 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact Mr Strain. 
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A LEVEL MEDIA STUDIES 

 
Examination Board: Eduqas (WJEC) 
 
Course Information 

In both year 12 and 13, you will learn to apply the 
underpinning concepts and theories, and will enhance  
your production skills 
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You will study four areas of the theoretical framework: - media language, media representations, 
media industries and audiences. 

 Students are required to study media products from all of the following forms: - audio visual, 
online, radio, gaming and print.  This will be done through the study of several set texts provided 
by the exam board, some of which will feature in the end exam alongside unseen products. 

 

You will build on your study of the theoretical framework and apply in depth study to a cross-media 
production task specified by the board.  

 
 

 

For further information, please contact Mrs Morgan                                      

 
 

A LEVEL 

 Component Title  Assessment/Weighting 

 

Component 1: 
 Media Products, 
 Industries and 
 Audiences 

The examination assesses media 
language, representation, media 
industries, audiences and media contexts. 
It consists of two sections: 
 
Section A: Analysing Media Language 
and Representation 
This section assesses media language 
and representation in relation to two of the 
following media forms: advertising, 
marketing, music video or newspapers.  
 
Section B: Understanding Media 
Industries and Audiences 
This section assesses two of the following 
media forms – advertising, marketing, film, 
newspapers, radio, video games - and 
media contexts.. 

Externally examined written 
paper:  
2hours 15 minutes 
35% of total A-Level marks. 

 

Component 2: 
Media Forms and 
Products in Depth 

The examination assesses media 
language, representation, media 
industries, audiences and media contexts. 
It consists of three sections: 
 
Section A – Television in the Global Age 
. 
 
Section B – Magazines: Mainstream and 
Alternative Media 
 
Section C – Media in the Online Age 

Externally examined written 
paper:  
2 hours 30 minutes 
35% of total A-Level marks. 

 

Component 3: 
Cross Media 
Production 

An individual cross-media production 
based on two forms in response to a 
choice of briefs set by WJEC, applying 
knowledge and understanding of the 
theoretical framework and digital 
convergence. 

30% of A level  
Assessed by teachers and 
moderated by AQA 
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A LEVEL MUSIC 
 
Course Information 

This course is recommended for students who already have a broad musical understanding and an 
ability to develop the skills, knowledge and understanding equating with the demands of this 
specification.  There is no specific requirement for prior learning, although many students would likely 
have gained a knowledge and understanding and have developed a range of musical skills through 
their study of Music at GCSE.  

For this specification learners must choose either Option A in both Components 1 and 2 or Option B 

in both Components 1 and 2. All learners must study Component 3. 

 
 
 

Component 1: Performing 

 
Option A: Total duration of performances: 10-12 minutes 

Option A: 35% of qualification 

 
Option B: Total duration of performances: 6-8 minutes 

Option B: 25% of qualification 

 

Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner 

Option A: Performing (35%) 
A performance consisting of a minimum of three pieces. At least one of these pieces must be as a 
soloist. The other pieces may be either as a soloist or as part of an ensemble or a combination of both. 
One piece must reflect the musical characteristics of one area of study. At least one other piece must 
reflect the musical characteristics of one other, different area of study. 

Option B: Performing (25%) 

A performance consisting of a minimum of two pieces either as a soloist or as part of an ensemble or a 
combination of both. One piece must reflect the musical characteristics of one area of study. 

Component 2: Composing 

 
Option A: Total duration of compositions: 4-6 minutes 
Option A: 25% of qualification 

Option B: Total duration of compositions: 8-10 minutes 
Option B: 35% of qualification 

Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by WJEC 

Option A: Composing (25%) 

Two compositions, one of which must reflect the musical techniques and conventions associated with 
the Western Classical Tradition and be in response to a brief set by WJEC. Learners will have a choice 
of four set briefs, released during the first week of September in the academic year in which the 
assessment is to be taken. 

The second composition is a free composition. 

Option B: Composing (35%) 
Three compositions, one of which must reflect the musical techniques and conventions associated with 
the Western Classical Tradition and be in response to a brief set by WJEC. Learners will have a choice 
of four set briefs, released during the first week of September in the academic year in which the 
assessment is to be taken. 

The second composition must reflect the musical characteristics of one different area of study (i.e. not 
the Western Classical Tradition) while the third composition is a free composition. 
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Component 3: Appraising 

Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes 

40% of qualification 

Three areas of study: 

 
Area of study A: The Western Classical Tradition (The Development of the Symphony 
1750-1900) which includes two set works. Choose one set work for detailed analysis and 

the other for general study. 

 Symphony No. 104 in D major, 'London': Haydn 

 Symphony No. 4 in A major, 'Italian': Mendelssohn 

A choice of one area of study from: 

Area of study B: Rock and Pop 
Area of study C: Musical Theatre 
Area of study D: Jazz 

 
A choice of one area of study from: 

Area of study E: Into the Twentieth Century including two set works: 

 

 Trio for Oboe, Bassoon and Piano, Movement II: Poulenc 

 Three Nocturnes, Number 1, Nuages: Debussy 

Area of study F: Into the Twenty-first Century including two set works: 

 Asyla, Movement 3, Ecstasio: Thomas Adès 

 String Quartet No. 2 (Opus California) Movements 1 (Boardwalk) and 4 (Natural Bridges): 

Sally Beamish 

 
Questions: 

1. Set work analysis with a score 

2. Extended responses on wider context 

3. Unprepared extracts of music with and without a score 

4. Comparison questions 

This component includes a listening examination. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact Mr Gillott.                                                           

 
 
 
 
 
 

N.B.  Both ‘A’ Level and BTEC music are offered but only one of these will run depending 
upon numbers and the strengths of the students. 
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A LEVEL PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS 
 
Examination Board: AQA 
 
Course Information 

 

Everything we think, we do, how we act, all stems from Philosophy - Maths, Science, Engineering, 
Medicine, Law and Psychology. Many of the ‘greats’ in Science and Maths were philosophers also, 
such as Hippocrates and Newton. According to Stephen Hawkins, it was ‘the ability to think through 
ideas that helped the human race to evolve’. This all comes from Philosophy!  

Philosophy at A-level helps develop crucial skills to be successful in life, as well as supporting 
academic development that will be beneficial for all degree level courses and any job.  Being able to 
understand ideas, reflect upon a range of views, suggest solutions and be able to discuss/argue are 
all key ingredients for a successful career; all skills developed by studying A-Level Philosophy.      

 

Year 1 
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Philosophy: 

Ideas behind what, why and how we think.  

Does God exist? Can God’s existence be proven?  

Does the existence of evil prove that God does not exist?  

Unexplainable events - do they prove that God exists?  

Do we still need religion in the modern world?  
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Ethics: 

Should pleasure and happiness determine our moral behaviour?  

What is right and wrong is determined by the situation-stealing to feed a 
starving child?  

How and why should we act in certain ways? Can murder be justified? Can 
torture be justified? Should we change our laws?  
 

 

Year 2 
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Philosophy: 
Science versus Religion. We have an idea of God, as we understand what it 
means to be God therefore God must exist? How do you know that you are 
real?  

U
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Ethics: 
Ways of making moral decisions - how do you know, how can you prove 
what you do is the right thing? Does religion oppress people? Was Marx 
right?  

  
For further information about this course, please see Mr Ward.          
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A LEVEL PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Course Information 

 
A keen interest in sport and participating in competitive sport throughout the duration of the A level is 
a key requirement of this course. The Physical Education A level is aimed at those students who wish 
to continue their studies in PE and will equip students with the key knowledge to further their studies 
of sport at university by developing; 

• the theoretical knowledge of the factors that underpin sport.  
• the understanding of how physiological and psychological states affect performance 
• the understanding of the key socio-cultural factors that influence people’s participation 

• the ability to perform skills and techniques effectively as well as using tactics or compositional ideas 
• the ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance. 
• the understanding of how physical activity can improve health and fitness 
• the ability to be an independent learner and a critical thinker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Students will complete coursework/practical based learning as part of the course.  However, the main 
assessment will be two examinations to assess knowledge, understanding and application of the 
following units: 
 
• applied anatomy and exercise physiology 
• biomechanical movement 
• skill acquisition 
• sport psychology 
• sport and society 
• the role of technology in physical activity. 

 
 
 
 
What can I do at the end of the course? 
 

 

 
For further information, please contact Mr Watson. 

 
 
 
 

University Degree Courses – recognised universities – Loughborough, Bath, Exeter, Sheffield Hallam, 

Leeds Metropolitan, Liverpool John Moore’s, University of Chester, Bedford, Durham 

Employment 

For example: 
Exercise and Fitness Instructor 
Sports Journalism 
Sports Scientist 
Sports Management 
PE Teaching /  Coaching 

Student Views 

‘’I thoroughly enjoyed the whole A Level especially due to the 
teaching styles and the staff’s determinations to help me 
achieve the absolute maximum I could.’’ 
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A LEVEL PHYSICS 
 
Examination Board: AQA 

Course Information 

 
This is an exam-assessed course.  The course will involve a mixture of practical and theoretical work, 
and aims to give students a strong foundation in a broad range of Physics topics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Measurements and 
their errors 

This part of the course focuses on the use of standard units, handling data and the 
levels of uncertainty in scientific measurements. 

2. Particles and 
radiation 

What is everything in the Universe made of? At GCSE you were told that Protons, 
Neutrons and Electrons are the fundamental particles but this is no longer believed 
to be the case. You will be equipped with the knowledge to understand the science 
being done at the LHC that has been making so many headlines recently. 

3. Waves A huge variety of phenomena are caused by waves, not least of which are the two 
main ways we experience the world around us… light and sound. You will learn 
how and why these waves behave the way they do. 

4. Mechanics and 
materials 

Taking a step back in history, we examine the basic principles of mechanics and 
motion, as set out by Isaac Newton. Hundreds of years later, they still do a 
remarkably good job of explaining the world around us. We also examine the 
behaviour of materials; how they bend and stretch, survive or break. 

5. Electricity GCSE Physics should have given you a basic grasp of the electrical devices which 
underpin our modern world, now you will gain a more thorough understanding of 
them. 

6. Further mechanics 
and thermal physics 

The earlier study of mechanics is taken further by looking at circular motion and 
simple harmonic motion (the harmonic oscillator). A further section allows the 
thermal properties of materials, the properties and nature of ideal gases, and the 
molecular kinetic theory to be studied in depth. 

7. Fields and their 
consequences 

We explore the idea of a force field as a region in which a body experiences a non-
contact force.  Force fields arise from the interaction of masses, static charges, 
and moving charges.  We examine the forces that hold our Universe together on 
both small and large scales. 

8. Nuclear physics This section builds on the work on particles and radiation to link the properties of 
the nucleus to the production of nuclear power through the characteristics of the 
nucleus, the properties of unstable nuclei, and Einstein’s famous link between 
energy and mass. We learn about the Physics that underpins nuclear energy 
production and also of the impact that it can have on society. 

9. Option choice In Year 13, each class will also study one of the following optional topics: 

 Astrophysics 

 Medical Physics 

 Engineering Physics 

 Turning Points in Physics 

 Electronics 
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Year 13 Exams (A-Level) 

Unit Title Description Assessment/Weighting 

Paper 1 

Modules 1-5 and Periodic motion 

Short and long answer questions with 25 
multiple choice questions about content 

2 hours 
written exam 

- 34% 

Paper 2  
 Modules 6-8 

 Short and long answer questions with 25 
multiple choice questions about content 

2 hours  
written exam 

- 34% 

Paper 3  
 Section A – Compulsory section; practical 

skills and data analysis 

 Section B – assessment of optional module 

2 hours  
written exam 

- 32% 

Non-exam assessment  - 
Practical endorsement for 
physics 

Candidates complete a minimum of 12 
practical activities to demonstrate 
competence.  Performance is then reported 
separately to the A Level grade. 

Non-exam.  Reported 
separately. 

 

Complementary Subjects 

Physics can sit alongside almost any combination of subjects but there are some subjects that you 
can study where you will find both subjects are aided by the other. Biology and Chemistry are perhaps 
too obvious to mention but Mathematics is actually one of the best subjects to study alongside 
Physics. 

University and Career Prospects 

A-Level Physics is a traditional A-Level subject and is identified as a key facilitating subject by the 
Russell Group of Elite Universities. Physics should obviously be given serious consideration by 
anyone looking at studying Sciences, Medicine or Engineering at university. Beyond these obvious 
links, though, any field of study or career which requires analytical skills and the application of logical 
or mathematical thinking will value a Physics qualification. To give just a couple of examples, Physics 
qualifications are highly sought after in the financial sector (which can be a very lucrative career path) 
and are a very useful step towards a career in computer programming. 

Many different employers across a wide range of different areas value Physics qualifications and this 
is reflected in the fact that Physics graduates earn more money, throughout their careers, than many 
other graduates. 

 
Please feel free to discuss this subject with Miss Bull. 
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A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY 

Examination Board: AQA 

 
Course Information 
 

Psychology is the study of people, behaviour and the mind. It has recently been reclassified as a 
science subject, and this is reflected in the A-Level curriculum.  

Psychology is a broad subject, with many different areas and a number of different approaches 
towards explaining behaviour. Not all psychologists agree with each other! 

Psychologists observe human behaviour, create theories to explain the behaviour, and then carry out 
research to test these theories.  

Psychology is a challenging subject, requiring commitment and hard work. Ultimately though, the hard 
work is rewarded with a deeper understanding of people and society and perhaps even yourself. 
 

Year 1 of the A Level course  
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Year 1  

In this module, we look at some the main approaches in psychology: Social 
Influence, Memory (Cognitive) and Attachment (Developmental). The approaches 

are the different fields of psychology, each with its own explanations of human 
behaviour.   This exam will be taken at the end of Year 13 for the A Level course 
and will be worth 33.3% of the full A Level. 
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 Year 1 
Here we study the areas of Approaches in psychology, Psychopathology and 
research methods.  You will learn about the different research methods 
psychologists use to investigate behaviour.  This exam will be taken at the end of 
Year 13 and will be worth 33.3% of the full A Level. The biopsychology section of 
this paper will be studied in year 2. 

 

Year 2 of the A Level course  
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This module develops the knowledge of research methods from Year 1, and also 
looks at ethical issues raised by psychological research and looks at various issues 
and biases in psychology..  The exam is worth 33.3% of the A Level. The topics 
and applications sections take psychological theory and apply it to a real world 
issue. These include: Schizophrenia, forensic and Gender. It also includes 
biopsychology from paper 2 
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You will be required to sit all three exam papers at the end of Year 2, therefore 
there is a requirement to consolidate and revise topics studied in year 1 continually 
throughout the two year period of study. 

 

For further information, please see Ms Bradshaw. 
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A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY 

 
Examination Board: AQA 
 
Course Information 
 
Sociology studies human behaviour in a 
different way from other academic 
approaches.  Sociologists look at social 
behaviour and emphasise the role of culture.  
They are particularly interested in 
understanding the ways in which society 
influences and shapes our lives.  Sociology is 
both thought provoking and challenging 
because it forces people to rethink some of 
their common-sense views and assumptions.  
By studying Sociology you will gain a greater 
understanding of society and it will help you 
make sense of your own experiences within 
it. 
 

Year 1 Sociology  

The course of study in year 1 is: Paper 1 Education and Methods in context, and Research Methods 
and Part of paper 2: Topics in Sociology - Family and Households.  The scheme of assessment is 
based on three examinations at the end of Year 13. 

 

Year 2 Sociology  

During Year 2 you will be assessed at the end of the year in the form of 3 papers. The content 
consists of: Paper 2, Topics in Sociology - Belief Systems and Paper 3 - Crime and Deviance with 
Theory and Methods.  The modules are assessed by short data response questions and essay style 
questions.  The Three papers have equal weighting and the exams are 3 x 2 hours in length. One 
module tests the candidate’s understanding of connections between different elements of Sociology. 

 
No prior learning is necessary for candidates to undertake this course, although an enthusiasm to 
learn and an interest in people is essential. 
 
It is important to stress that the course will require: 
 

 Student participation in class discussion. 

 The ability to work independently. 

 The need to read around and research the set topics. 

 
Sociology is a useful subject for those wishing to pursue social science courses or careers in the 
social area e.g. social work, police force, teaching, probation work and nursing.  Sociology has a 
proven track record over many years, with students regularly gaining high grades.  It is also a fully 
recognised academic course which complements both arts and science combinations. 
 

For more information, please see Ms Bradshaw. 
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BTEC ICT LEVEL 3 

 

Examination Board: EDEXCEL 
 
 
Course Information 

 
This exciting course is an opportunity to study the use of computers in business and industry.   As an 
accredited Level 3 course it involves a depth of study and rigor that would be expected of any 
Advanced Level course. 
 
Students will study business protocols and methods for using ICT.  The course will also examine the 
use of computers as tools for communication, roles of employees as users of IT and within the IT 
industry, structure of large organisations and data flow within them and how different software is 
employed to meet specific aims of an organisation. 
 
In addition, students will develop some skills in systems analysis as they consider the needs of large 
organisations handling complex data. 
 
Assessment is largely by submission of in-depth projects for each unit covered but the data handling 
in year 12 will be assessed by an exam.  Projects will usually take the form of a detailed report but 
may also be in the form of user manuals, a presentation or combination of both. 
 
The course is divided into modules of work as follows: 
 

YEAR Units Covered 

12 Data Handling & Social Media 

13 
Two additional units from a  

list of options 

 
The practical nature of the course will impact on how students make use of their free time.  It is vital 
that all units of work are completed to high standard from the outset in Year 12 until final submission 
in Year 13. 

 
For more information, please see Miss Kirk 
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BTEC MUSIC LEVEL 3  
 
 
Examination Board: EDEXCEL 
 
 
Course Information 

 
This exciting course is designed to support progression to higher education when taken as part of a 
programme of study that includes other appropriate BTEC Nationals or A Levels. The programme 
covers a broad basis of study for the music sector with a focus on performance, personal instrumental 
technique development, music theory and professional practice. 
 
The EDEXCEL BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Music (Performing) is a 60-credit and 360-
guided-learning-hour (GLH) qualification that consists of 4 units, 3 of which are mandatory with the 
remaining unit being optional.  
 

Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Music 

Unit 
Number 

Unit Title GLH Type How 
Assessed 

1 Music Performance Brief 90 Mandatory 
Synoptic 

Internal  

4 Music Composition Brief 
 

120 Mandatory External 

5 Professional Practice in the Music 
Industry 
 

90 Mandatory External 

8 Arranging Music 
 

60 Optional Internal 

9 Composing Music 
 

60 Optional Internal 

13 Music Promotion 
 

60 Optional Internal 

17 Solo Performance 
 

60 Optional Internal 

18 Music Ensembles 
 

60 Optional Internal 

22 Music Software Skills 
 

60 Optional Internal 

 
 

For further information please see Mr Gillott. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N.B.  Both ‘A’ Level and BTEC music are offered but only one of these will run depending 
upon numbers and the strengths of the students. 
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CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE  
  

Examination Board: OCR 
 
Course Information 
 
  

The Health and Social Care Level 3 is the ideal 
qualification for anyone wishing to enter the caring 
professions,  including teaching, nursing, occupational 
therapy, physiotherapy, early years and any profession 
that involves the care of others. Many health authorities 
are the largest employers in the local area so the 
possibilities for employment are too varied to mention 
them all! Throughout this course you will be expected 
to apply your knowledge to both coursework and 
external examinations. As this is a Level 3 qualification 
there are three examined modules and two coursework 
modules.  This qualification counts for UCAS points at 
University and is equivalent to 1 A Level. 

 
 
 
Learners will take six units made up of mandatory and optional units:  

 

UNIT NO. UNIT TITLE MANDATORY/OPTIONAL HOW YOU WILL BE 
ASSESSED? 

UNIT 1 Building positive relationships in 
health and social care 

Mandatory unit Internally assessed 

UNIT 2 Equality, diversity and rights in 
health and social care 

Mandatory unit External exam 

UNIT 3 Health, safety and security in 
health and social care 

Mandatory unit External exam 

UNIT 4 Anatomy and physiology for health 
and social care 

Mandatory unit External exam 

UNIT 10 Nutrition for health Optional unit Internally assessed 

UNIT 17 Supporting people with mental 
health conditions 
 

Optional unit Internally assessed 

 
These units will give learners an understanding of health and social care in the wider contexts of 
different environments and settings where care takes place, the importance of effective 
communication in health and social care, the importance of legislation in health and social care and 
how to deliver a person-centred approach in the care given. Learners will also develop transferable 
skills such as communication, research, planning and organisation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information contact Mrs Wathall. 
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FOUNDATION TECH-LEVEL 3 IN ENGINEERING 
 
Examination Board: AQA 
 
In your opinion, which of the following are done by Design Engineers? 
 

 Work in designing and 3D printing of metal lightweight engine casings? 

 Work on developing aerodynamic exhaust systems for fighter aircraft? 

 Work on new technology, which can control central heating systems remotely by phone? 

 Travel around the world fixing complex electronic or electro-mechanical systems. 

 Solving real world issues with software, Mechanisms, Electronics and materials science. 

 Develop new materials to reduce the weight of cars to make them more energy efficient? 
 

That was a trick question. Design Engineers do all of the above and more!  Design engineering 

involves designing new products by utilising creativity and investigation into existing products and 
finding new ways to improve their efficiency. The job requires design and technical skills and often 
appeals to creative people with a good eye for detail. It also suits students who enjoy art, design, 
maths, science and design and technology.    

This qualification provides a fantastic introduction to engineering and features 50% of the units from 
the Mechatronics and Design Engineering Tech-levels. Learners gain the core technical knowledge 
required to work in today’s exciting engineering industry and cover topics such as: 
 

 the scientific principles used to identify the most suitable materials in a given engineering 
context 

 mechanical engineering systems and components 

 the process of engineering design. 
 
Foundation Engineering is highly regarded in its own right. It can be studied alongside A-levels such 
as Maths, Physics and Design & Technology or other vocational qualifications. It also supports 
applications for higher education courses. This qualification comprises four of the mandatory units 
from the Tech-levels in Mechatronic and Design Engineering. All four must be completed to achieve 
the full qualification.  
 

Unit 
Number 

Unit title Assessment 
type 

1 Materials technology and science 
This unit will develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of materials used in 
engineering products and the scientific principles they’ll use to identify which materials 
are most suitable for use in a design. 

External 
examination 

2 Mechanical systems 
Looking at different types of individual systems and their typical applications will allow 
learners to grow their understanding of how these systems are designed, how they 
function, how they assemble and test mechanical systems and identify the 
preventative maintenance requirements. 

Externally 
set and 
marked 
practical 
assignment 

3. Engineering design 
Design is the most essential process of engineering, which distinguishes it from 
science and calls for imagination, creativity, the knowledge and application of 
technical and scientific skills, and use of materials. A range of industry tools and 
techniques will be used by learners to deliver and engineering design so that they 
understand the process from start to finish. 

Internally 
centre 
assessed 

4. Production and manufacturing 
Using a wide range of manufacturing processes, learners will grow their understanding 
of how to plan and manufacture a batch of products. 

Internally 
centre 
assessed 

 
For more information contact Mr Worsley. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 The Joseph Whitaker School 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: 
 

The information given in this prospectus which relates to the school was 

valid at the time of printing.  

 

  

 

Post-16 Evening 
Parents and Year 11 students welcome 

Tuesday 7 November 2017 from 6.30pm 

in the Main Hall 


