
Any concerns? 

Don’t be shy! If you’re struggling with this project, or just want to run 

some ideas by your sixth form mentor, or your Academic Mentor, just 

come and find us. We are happy to give you some hints and tips. 

Key Dates 

23.11.2016  
25.11.2016 Seminar 1: Research Skills 
06.11.1016 Seminar 2: Introduction to your 

Research Project 
12.12.2016 Coaching session with your sixth 

form mentor 
16.12.2016 SUBMISSION OF RESEARCH 

PROJECT TITLE 
21.12.2016? Research Project title confirmed 

by your Academic Mentor 
10.03.2017 SUBMISSION OF YOUR 

COMPLETED RESEARCH 
PROJECT 

Week commencing 13.03.2017 PRESENTATION OF YOUR 
FINDINGS. 

07.04.2017 Research Project Results 
returned. 

 

 

Joseph Whitaker 
Challenge Club 2016-2017 
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What to include 

Thesis:  

This must be in the style of a written project: e.g. presented in a ring 

binder, booklet or in essay form.  

Suggested layout:                                                : 

Introduction: This is where you set out the key themes you are 

researching and why you’ve chosen this topic area and the rationale 

behind why you settled on your question. 

Main body of work: This is where you answer your 

question using your research. If you’ve conducted 

primary research, you may wish to include graphs etc to 

support your work.                                   . 

Conclusion: this is your opportunity to sum up the key elements of your 

information and how this information answers your chosen question. 

Bibliography: this is where you list the books/journals you’ve read and 

the websites you’ve visited. Anything you’ve referenced into your work 

must be listed in your bibliography. 

Presentation:  

This must include:                                  : 

Powerpoint/visual aid: Don’t put lots of text here. 

This simply needs to be key words to prompt your 

speech and some images to support what you are 

saying, 

Speech: This is where you explain your findings. Your speech will 

correspond with each slide. You don’t need to include all of the 

information from your thesis; just the headlines. Remember … speak 

slowly and clearly! 
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Year 9 

Gender in Sport 
- Are there some sports that are intrinsically male/female? 
- Should men and women be paid the same in tennis? 
- Is men’s’ football better than women’s’? 
- Should women be restricted from playing ‘contact’ sports? 

The Holocaust 
- What lessons can we learn today from the Holocaust? 
- How did such an atrocity occur in 20th Century Europe? 
- What are the similarities and differences between the Holocaust and 

another 21st century example (e.g. the Rwandan Holocaust)? 

Prisons 
- Do prisons work for a specific group (eg young offenders)? 
- Is there a better alternative to the prison system? 
- Do prisons reduce reoffending rates? 
- Is the death penalty a better solution than prison?  

Military Battles 
- What happened at the Battle of the Bulge? 
- Was Napoleon a better military leader than Wellington? 
- Were Roman military better than the Greek Military? 
- Are tactics more important than weaponry in battle? 

Brexit 
- Is Britain better or worse after the referendum? 
- Should Scotland break away from the UK? 
- Is a European ‘superstate’ better or worse than every country being on its 

own? 

 (Primary Research task): Options 
- Are young people today prepared enough to make option choices? 
- Do your options make an impact on your career choice in the future? 
- Should pupils take their options earlier or later? 

(Primary Research task): technology 
- How reliant are we on our smartphones? 
- Which applications are the best for our personal development? 
- Is there an issue with social media and bullying? 

  

Project Outline 

Format 

You should present your findings in 2 formats:                              d 

 1) In the style of a written project: e.g. presented in a ring binder, booklet 

or in essay form.                                                 ,                                    

2) In the form of a presentation. This must include a Power-point 

presentation and a ‘speech’ to accompany the presentation.             .  

 

To help you in achieving a high grade for 

your study, we expect you to be:  

Independent.   Resourceful.   Self-disciplined. 

We will offer you plenty of advice in researching, structuring and 

presenting your final piece of work.  However, you will not be set any 

interim deadlines. We expect you to manage your own homework and 

update your planner with tasks you have set yourself.  

By studying books and journals, researching on the internet and talking 

with your teacher (and conducting optional primary research), you will 

put together a project which draws out the key information to answer 

your chosen question (chosen from the topic areas listed below).   

You need to design/create a suitable 

question within one of these topics listed 

overleaf. If you would like to choose a topic 

area from another year group; this isn’t an 

impossibility, please consult either Mrs 

Souter or Mrs Pettifor and we can discuss 

the viability of your subject area choice. 

 
 

 

Product or Service 2 
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Year 7 
Secondary Research Questions 

 
 

Why did the construction of castles 
change? 

 
How do Airplanes fly? 

 
How much sleep do we need? 

 
What is the legacy left by the London  
2012 Olympics? 

 
Who inspires/motivates me? 
 

How important is giving blood? 
 

How did _________________ change the 
world? 

Primary Research Question 

 
 

What kinds of extra-curricular 
activities do year 7s do? 

 

  

Year 8 
Secondary Research Topics 

Women in film 
- How are women portrayed in Disney films? 
- What impact has actresses like Angelina Jolie had on the world 

through their humanitarian work? 
- How are female protagonists portrayed in animated movies? 

Earth Origins 
- What real evidence do we have for the Big Bang Theory? 
- What is the red shift theory? 
- Are animals still evolving? 
- If the Big Bang created the universe, how did planets and life forms 

begin? 

Monarchs 
- Which monarch was the most successful and why? 
- Was Victoria a good queen? 
- Who was better, the Tudor monarchs or the Stewart Monarchs? 
- Which monarch is most inspiring? 
- Do you think monarchs today are better or worse than monarchs of 

the past? 

Dangers in Sport 
- What really happened at the Hillsborough Disaster? 
- Why is there such rivalry between Nottingham Forest and Derby 

County? 
- Why do people become football hooligans? 
- Which sport is the most ‘dangerous’? 

 
Primary Research Topic 
Your local area 
- What opportunities/activities are available to young people? 
- How clean and tidy is your local area? 
- How ‘safe’ are your streets? 
 

 

Primary Research Topic 
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