
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

The Joseph Whitaker School 
An Academy specialising in Sport and Performing Arts 

July 

2017 

Dear Parent / Carer 

It gives me great pleasure to write the introduction to the final newsletter of the year, and not just because it signals 6 

weeks off school! From the end of the A Level examinations, it has been an incredibly busy month with numerous activities 

and events. Many of these are highlighted in the newsletter. Recently, the new Head of Ofsted has encouraged schools 

to focus on more than just examination outcomes to provide an all-round education for young people. I am proud to say 

that we offer that and will continue to do so. We just hope that our examination results in the summer will be as positive 

as the last two years given the new specifications in English and Maths. Whatever the outcomes our press releases on 

results day will focus on the achievement of the students rather than comparison to other schools until we know the 

national standards. 

The application process for entry to the school in 2018-19 opens in early August, with an absolute deadline of 31 October 

2017. Prospective numbers indicate a high demand for places again next year. The full application process is available 

on the school website and via school admissions on the Nottinghamshire County Council website. 

At the Governing Body Meeting on 13 July, the amendments to the Behaviour, Rewards and Sanction Policy, and the 

Homework Policy were approved. These are also available on the school website. 

The key headlines are highlighted in my recent letter. 

A reminder that the Uniform Policy will be rigorously enforced in September. Please follow the guidelines to ensure that 

your child is not isolated or sent home. A huge thank you to the parents who have given their support to this already.  

To all my colleagues who work so hard to offer so much to our students I place on record my gratitude. To the students, 

you are fantastic and make this school the place that it is. Together we can make the school Outstanding. I wish everyone 

a safe and enjoyable summer.        

                                                 David Bell 

            Headteacher  
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Year 10 Geography Trip to Edale 

The year 10 Geographers have been out to Edale in the 

Peak District this term to conduct their river fieldwork. Taking 

part in activities including measuring the width, depth, 

velocity and slope angle. Over two days we took students to 

this picturesque location but as the British weather was quite 

unpredictable, the second day the group went out in 

torrential rain! The students took this in their stride managing 

to collect their data in record time! It did highlight the 

importance of always dressing for the weather! 

 
L-R: Charlotte Morris, Nell Bemrose, 

Bethany Mumby, Amy Grocott 

Paris trip 

‘All the year 7 pupils and teachers who went on the Paris trip had an amazing time. Whether it was going round and 

round on a roller coaster or sitting on a bus looking at the beautiful surroundings such as the Eiffel tower or the Arc de 

Triomphe. All of the pupils saw how fascinated the teachers were as well! 

So we started off our long trip on the ferry as everyone went on to a little scavenger hunt either in the shop or in the 

queue for Starbucks. After half an hour exploring the ferry we were back on the road… IN PARIS! Then after that road 

trip we finally made it to the PGL camp where we were staying. Once we got used to the surroundings we played a fun 

game. We all participated and it started to get a little bit competitive. 

It started off with another hot and wonderful day and everyone was getting ready for the great day coming to go to Parc 

asterix. So we all split up and went on to whatever WE wanted to. A BIG ride or a small ride. Big or small whichever 

one they wanted to we all had a lovely time. 

The next day everyone woke up so tired but as the day went on we progressed. We went to see all the different 

landmarks in Paris that day and we saw some amazing sites. We also went to the Stade de France and we did an 

amazing role play like we were actual football players running on to the pitch. That was an amazing day. 

It came to the last day of our trip and we were all very tired.  It began to get a bit quieter as most people were tired. 

Then we got on the ferry home and our adventure was over!’   

Written by  Lucy Johnson Year 7       
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Year 7 Cooking Club 

Eleven Year 7 students have been taking 

part in the afterschool Summer Cooking 

Club and have made Chocolate crispy 

cakes, Fairy Cakes and biscuits. 

 
Lessons from Auschwitz 

In March this year, we embarked on an unforgettable journey to Poland to 

visit both Auschwitz 1 and Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. The trip 

was set up by the Holocaust Educational Trust (HET) as part of the Lessons 

From Auschwitz programme, the programme is run every year all across 

the country with the aim of further educating people in the Holocaust. The 

first step of the project involved us attending an orientation seminar where 

we met with our groups and got to listen to a testimony of Susan Pollack, a 

Holocaust survivor. Our next step was the visit to Poland in which we began 

in Oświęcim, a previously Jewish town. We then made our way to Auschwitz 

1 and Auschwitz-Birkenau. The following week we had a follow up session 

where we reviewed our journey and began planning our next steps. We 

decided that we would like to invite a Holocaust survivor to the school to 

give their testimony to a select group of 50 Year 9 history students that are 

currently studying Nazi Germany and The Holocaust in lessons. Through 

the HET we were able to do this and in June this year Simon Winston, 

Holocaust survivor, came to visit Joseph Whitaker. Simon was blown away 

with the reception the year 9 students provided and was amazed with how 

many questions they asked. We wanted a Holocaust survivor to give their 

testimony as we feel it is important for more people to hear testimonies from 

the people who experienced the Holocaust as it happened.  

Kirsty Graham and Emma Astle Year 12 

 

Maddie Crofts was invited to Twickenham for a VIP 

event prior to the England v Barbarians game 

hosted by the RFU Young Rugby Ambassadors. 

 

Maddie was awarded with her 100 hours 

volunteering in Rugby - with coaching at school and 

her Refereeing. 

 

She was also awarded Highly Commended Young 

Rugby Ambassador 2017 - which she was totally 

surprised about.  
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For this year's Nottinghamshire School Games, one of 
the objectives is to offer inclusive opportunities for 
sporting success. As part of the School's representation, 
two teams were made up of some of our SEN students. 
 
Megan Thompson, Libby Bird, Della Strouther, Nathan 
Hall, Georgia Brocklehurst and Finlay Goodfellow-
Beeton represented the school in the fiercely contested 
Boccia tournament, and while there were no medals on 
this occasion their sportsmanlike behaviour made them a 
credit to the school. 
 
Meanwhile in the sports hall next door, a team consisting 
of Josh Rawlinson, David Barke, Nathaniel Davy, Josh 
Saxon, Oscar Monk, Amrit Gill, Keegan Tomlinson and 
Nathan Denton were in action in the Inclusive Indoor 
Athletics competition. I am delighted to be able to say that 
the boys were crowned Nottinghamshire Schools 
Inclusive Indoor Athletics champions, a fantastic 
achievement. Not only did they compete with great 
determination but also with great spirit.  
 
 

 
The results for the junior competition were 

as follows: 

1st place: Rufford 

2nd place: Newstead 

3rd place: Sherwood 

4th place: Clumber 

The results for the senior competition 

were as follows: 

1st place: Clumber 

2nd place: Rufford 

3rd place: Newstead 

4th place: Sherwood 

 

Sports Day 

Thursday 6th July saw over 700 students compete in Joseph 

Whitaker School’s annual Sports Day. The event started with 

an opening ceremony, where balloons were released by 

representatives from each house. The competition then got 

underway with students competing in field events during the 

first part of the morning, accumulating points for their House 

total. During periods 2 and 3, the whole school came 

together to either support or compete in track events and a 

range of other activities, including tag rugby, boccia and 

volleyball. The competition was fierce but students 

participated in a great spirit and the support was fantastic, 

with banners and flags helping to create a great atmosphere. 
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Busy term of leadership for our 

students  

Our students have been busy leading and 

running primary school events this term. 

Students from years 9 and 10 have helped 

run activities including, tri golf, tennis and 

quad kids’ athletics. Our students have 

also supported the local primary schools’ 

sports days. Some of our year 7 students 

have been involved in this and despite 

their tender age they showed excellent 

leadership skills and were an asset to 

JWS.  

 

Year 8 WNPEA rounders success! 

Our talented year 8 rounders team 

won the annual West Notts PE 

Association rounders tournament, 

remaining unbeaten throughout and 

showing great technical and tactical 

prowess. The team fielded brilliantly 

and scored lots of rounders from their 

“big-hitting”. Well done girls! 

 

Cricket success 

The U15 Boys cricket team were 

successful in their area tournament 

beating National, Ashfield and 

Tuxford. This was a great 

achievement considering all but one 

of the boys were U14’s. The standout 

performances came from Joe West 

(batting) and Tom Baxter and Peter 

Frettingham (bowling). 

 

School Games 

Joseph Whitaker School sent several teams to the 

annual Nottinghamshire School Games this year on 

Friday 7th July. The school games is a prestigious event; 

teams must qualify by winning a competition in their 

local area. The year 8/9 rounders team, year 7 cricket 

team and inclusive sports hall athletics teams all 

qualified from Joseph Whitaker School and went on to 

represent Newark and Sherwood. The year 8/9 

rounders team were drawn against some tough 

opponents and competed in very closely contested 

games. Despite some good play, the girls did not make 

it out of the group stage but should be proud of their 

efforts. The Year 7 Boys qualified for the School Games 

with a comprehensive win over Outwood Portland. 

Joseph Whitaker were set a score of 43 runs to win and 

achieved this with 2 overs to spare. At the School 

Games they found things a little harder going and 

finished with a record of 1 win and 3 losses.  

 

Boys miss out on county cup cricket final 
The U14 Boys cricket team battled through to the County 

Cup semi final after winning their pool games against 

Tuxford and Ashfield. In the semi final they took on 

Nottingham High School for the chance to play West 

Bridgford School in the final. After winning the toss and 

choosing to bat the boys struggled to score runs against 

the fast paced bowling attack. With overs running out the 

boys tried to up the run rate, however the High School 

nullified this by taking a number of wickets to leave the boys 

on 78-6 at the end of the innings. Tom Davies opened the 

bowling attack for Joseph Whitaker and took an early 

wicket, however that was the only bright point as the High 

School easily achieved their target and won the match.  

 

Champion Sport Workshops 

Joseph Whitaker School have been involved in a 

Youth Sport Trust pilot project this term called 

Champion Sport. The initiative involved training  

some of our students to become Junior Club 

Champions. These students have been given £100 

from YST to run an extra-curricular club for younger 

students in September. 

There was also a workshop called Sporting Spirit, 

designed to engage students in physical activity 

and to develop communication skills and 

confidence. We were also involved in training  

primary school teachers to deliver high quality PE 

in their primary schools, exploring their teaching 

philosophy and providing them with some new and 

exciting resources. The project was a huge success 

and the feedback from all involved was very 

positive. We look forward to seeing the impact of 

this project in the future. 

 

Badminton Club 

The Mansfield Badminton Club has 

been running at Joseph Whitaker 

Sports College on Sunday afternoons 

for the last term. The club is growing in 

popularity and has recruited over 15 

new members. The club runs on 

Sunday afternoons from 2-4pm and is 

£2.50 per session, including a free 

drink. New members are always 

welcome! 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award 

 For the 2017 / 2018 season The Joseph Whitaker 

School received its ‘Directly Licenced Centre’ plaque at 

a presentation with former Olympian Phil Brown. This 

took place at Eastwood Hall on the 19th June 2017. As 

a Directly Licenced Centre it means that we are able to 

manage our own expeditions, policies procedures and 

staffing to meet the needs of our students, giving them 

the best opportunity to achieve the DofE Awards. 

 

13 Year 12 students have taken part in their qualifying 

expedition for their Gold Award. The two teams took part in 

a challenging 4-day expedition in the Lake District. 

The teams had chosen some terrific routes which were very 

challenging in stages, this was made harder by the ever 

changing weather conditions. Both teams had to face and 

overcome many navigational issues which was caused by 

the poor weather, but they all worked as a team and showed 

resilience to make it to the end of the expedition which was 

a ferry trip across Derwent Water.  

 

 

The Bronze DofE programme entered the final stages of the expedition section over the weekend of 8 th & 9th July 2017. 

Over the weekend 78 students undertook the qualifying expedition which was based in the White Peak area, spreading 

from Hartington to Parwich in very hot weather. The students who took part in the 2-day expedition endured extreme 

heat when completing their venture which hindered the progress of some teams. All of the teams completed their planned 

routes to complete their expedition. Over the two days the students had to demonstrate teamwork, map reading and 

basic navigation skills and camp craft. Following the expedition, the students are busy putting together their presentations 

based on their aims they were undertaking. All students who complete the award prior to the 1st October will be invited 

to a special DofE ceremony where they will receive their badges and certificates. 

 

On the 15th & 16th July 30 year 10 students took 

part in the initial training of the award.  All 4 

training teams started out at the iconic Monsal 

Head viaduct in 23 degrees’ heat, from here the 

teams undertook a fun, but challenging day 

learning new navigation, team work and 

compass skills while journeying to Eric Byne 

Campsite.  On day two the groups completed a 

circular route, practicing their navigation and how 

to deal with emergency scenarios, as the day 

progressed temperatures hit 27 degrees.  Well 

done to all of the students who took part in 

preparation for their qualifying expedition in Mid-

September.  
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Clumber House organised a 5km run/walk at Clumber Park on Saturday 24th June 2017 to raise money 

for the school charity - Debra. Debra is a national charity that supports individuals and families affected 

by Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB) which causes the skin to blister and tear at the slightest touch. The idea 

was to raise awareness, and money, for the charity whilst getting as many students, parents, staff and 

the local community involved in completing the 5km course at Clumber Park. 

The day was brilliant and feedback from all who participated, or attended, the event was positive!  

The success of the event is typified by the impressive total of £869.50 raised! It was great to see 

students, staff and parents come together for a good cause. The plan is for the ‘fun run’ to become an 

annual event and we look forward to welcoming more participants in years to come!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our congratulations go to Keron 

Wilkinson (Y9) who shows miniature 

dachshunds at numerous events 

throughout the year. He won first 

place with his dog Crystal at Roade 

Village Hall, Roade, Northants, 

recently. Crystal is one of five dogs 

owned by Keron and his family. A 

great effort Keron well done. 

 

 

A Special 

congratulation to Dan 

Colledge in Yr 10 who 

was awarded the 

Nottinghamshire FA 

Young Volunteer of 

the Year for 2017 for 

his outstanding 

contribution to 

coaching both 

disability football and 

girls football within the 

local community.  

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjQ2ubV5fPRAhVFcRQKHdWcBkwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.freepik.com/free-photos-vectors/blue-background&psig=AFQjCNGu7yDUtKkEMkOM5gywS52Qglx9dw&ust=1486206720914502


 

 

 

 

 

  

JWS Summer Showcase 

Friday 7th July was exactly as promised. It was an evening of 

entertainment filled with tears and laughter. With emotional 

performances from several vocalists, scripted and devised 

scenes from the Musical Theatre Company and Drama Club 

and powerful performances from the school Concert Band. All 

the scenes and solo performances were created by the 

students, they worked so hard to put together a fantastic show 

and it was just that. Well done to all the students that got 

involved, we can’t wait to see what you do next!  

 

Lighting and Sound 

Are you interested in being 

involved in school productions but 

don’t want to be on the stage? Do 

you have an interest in lighting 

and sound? Or do you just want to 

learn a new skill? We are looking 

for students from any age group 

that are interested in being trained 

in lighting and sound operation. If 

you are interested, please see 

Mrs Hough for further information. 

 

High School Musical 

In November, The Joseph Whitaker School Musical Theatre 

Company will be taking the school hall by storm with our stage 

production of Disney’s High School Musical! Tickets will be 

available after October half term. Although we have already cast 

the leading parts, everyone else is still more than welcome to 

come along and join in with the chorus! See Mrs Hough for details. 
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History Club trip to Newark 

On Wednesday 12th July, students from the History Club travelled to Newark Civil War Museum and Newark Castle as 

part of a local history project. 

The trip enriched the students’ knowledge and understanding of a very important and interesting part of our history, and 

the large part which Newark played in the English Civil War.  

Students participated in role play activities (the trial and execution of Charles I), and were able to dress up in period clothes, 

as well as take part in interactive learning and research activities. 

We later visited Newark Castle and discussed its important history throughout the centuries. 

Many thanks to Mr Wakelin for joining us on the trip. 

On evaluating the trip, it was a big thumbs up from the students (and Mr Wakelin and me), and a great day out was had 

by all. We look forward to another trip to a historical site next year! 

The History Club is open to students of all ages and abilities and takes part on Thursdays after school in room 105 near 

the library. Everyone welcome. 

For more details, please see Ms Roberts. 

 

Cheese Matters – Year 9 

Capital One visited the school to deliver 

some financial education sessions to our 

year 9 students. The students engaged 

with the interactive activities and the role 

play scenarios. These sessions gave the 

students an insight into how to manage 

their money in the future and helped 

them understand budgeting, borrowing 

money and debt. 

 

Enterprise Final – Year 9 

Year 9 students have been working hard in PSHCE this half term to design 

a new brand of cereal. The winning groups from each PSHCE class took 

part in the final on Wednesday 12th July. The judges, Rupert Corder, Adam 

Newey and Richard Lord came in from different business backgrounds to 

judge the finalists. Students presented a short presentation, showed the 

cereal box they had created and previewed their adverts. The students put 

lots of effort and created some created finished products. 

1st Place – Banana Bahmaris – Michael Keem and Natalie Hallet 

2nd Place – Blockbusters - Hannah Wakelin, Rhys Evans, Kyle Gordan, 

Henry Staton, Emily Hursthouse 

3rd Place – Unicorn Crunch - Eleanor Davis, Chloe Moore ,Emily Ball, 

Abigail Pearson, Phoebe Corner,Georgia Hind 

Well done to all students that took part! 
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Both Year 10 Hospitality and Catering classes have 

done their 2 hour practical mock exam this term. 

Students made their choice of a main meal product 

and were marked on: 

 range of skills 

 cooking methods 

 presentation and flavour 
 

This is a practise for their practical exam in the 

spring where they will have to make 2 dishes in a 4 

hour period. 

 

ART DEPARTMENT 

COMMENDATIONS 

The art department would like to commend the 
following for outstanding commitment to their work: 
Year 10: 
Isabelle Flint 
Georgia Graham 
Shannon Hickenbottom 
Amy Grocott 
Demi Chuter 
Jasmine Strouther 
Laney Thornhill 
Megan Tew 
 
The art department would like to commend the 
following for a mature approach to creating a personal 
response to the ‘Identity’ project.  
Year 9: 
Oliver Booler 
Emily Hursthouse 
Amelie Frost 
Alyssa Fitzsimons-Witworth 
Jamie –Leigh Hare-Dodds 
Alexandra Hopskins-Sprat 
Niamh Thompson 
Bethan Cooper 
 
The art department would like to commend the 
following for creating consistently high quality 
outcomes: 
Year 8: 
Chloe Walker 
Millie Butcher 
Olivia Wilson 
Megan Duffin-Mills 
Cameron Stately 
Ance Plataca 
 
The art department would like to commend the 
following for producing outstanding outcomes for the 
‘day of the dead’ project:  
Year 7: 
Josh Chick 
Dora –Lea Brand 
Emily Worrall 
Benjamin Chase 
Oliver Tarry 
Alice Jones  
 

Year 10 

Catering and 

Hospitality 
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Five of our A level projects have secured a place in the ‘Dimensions 2017’ design competition at the 

Sheffield Hallam University. 

The students are: 

Joseph Kibble – camera slider unit to allow cameras to take stop-motion pictures. 

James Cross – A frequency analyser that allows guitars to be tuned accurately. 

George Bates – An automatic Solar Panel that follows the sun – making it far more efficient. 

Chloe Dunsford – A future design for Portland college to allow users improved access and teaching and 

living arrangements. 

Jaden Nicholson – A flat pack, hydraulically controlled temporary building for disaster areas. 

Good Luck to all. 

 
 ‘The Engineer’ represent the science and engineering 

sector and run a competition each year to celebrate 

collaboration between schools and industry partners. 

The Young Engineers are working towards breaking the 

Sound Barrier with a model Rocket Car and have worked 

with many companies to make this happen. We have been 

shortlisted and will find out if we have won another 

prestigious prize on 5th September in London. 

 

 

Chloe Dunsford won the 

Dimensions Design Prize through 

Sheffield Hallam University  

George Bates won the 

Dimensions Engineering Prize 

through Sheffield Hallam.  

They were up against lots of 

schools from the Midlands. 

Well done to both of you, great 

result. 

We have now won these awards 

two years in a row! 

 
Chloe Dunsford’s 

design 

George Bates 

design 
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  JW PTA July 2017 

 

JWPTA 2017 

The PTA and School Council have raised £5000 this 
year with your support, a fantastic effort, thank you. 

We are currently applying for a £10,000 lottery 
grant. The aim is to enhance the lunchtime facilities 
for our students. 

Can we please encourage you to support two of our 
initiatives, which are both very simple ways of 
earning funds for the students? 

 

By registering for Easyfundraising and shopping 
online through this website a % contribution is 
made to the PTA. Currently we have 46 members 
and this has raised over £350 so far. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/jwpta/ 

 

 

Bubbles and Bingo 

Thank you to everyone that supported this event. It 

was a really enjoyable evening and in conjunction 

with Ravenshead PTA we raised over £1000.  

 

 

 

 

Fashion Show Friday October 13th 

The new School Council will be leading on this 
event as per this year. Tickets will be available 
early next term and we hope as many people as 
possible will be able to support this event. 

Xmas Raffle 

Is anyone able to offer or source a main prize for 
the Christmas raffle? This might be a bicycle or 
similar to generate student and parent interest. If 
you are able to do this, please contact us by 
email. 

 

School Lottery: We have more than 30 people 

who have signed up for the Lottery, we need 50 

people to generate £1000 per year for the PTA. 

The more people who sign up for the School 

Lottery the larger the JWS prize.  The cost is £1 

per week for one line.  There is also the 

opportunity to win the national prize of £25000 

per week. 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/ 

 

Can you help? 

If you are able to offer support either by joining the 
Committee, providing help at our events or by 
supplying sponsorship in the form of prizes please 
email jwpta@josephwhitaker.org. 
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Maths Inspiration Trip at Nottingham Playhouse 

On the 26th June year 9 and 10 students got the opportunity to go to 

a Maths Workshop at the Nottingham Playhouse Theatre. There were 

many schools in attendance as well as joseph Whitaker, but we 

managed to get the front row seats! The workshop included three 

inspirational mathematicians showing them how to play games that 

were either purely lucky or involved some mathematical strategy.  

Everybody thoroughly enjoyed themselves and Molly Hall got to bet 

against the speakers with the chance to win £100 with only a £1 bet! 

The bet was that within the first 4 rows of the theatre, there wouldn’t 

be a pair of people that shared the same birthday. Unfortunately, she 

lost the bet, and it was later explained that the probability of the first 4 

rows not sharing a birthday was worse than winning the lottery! 

There were lots of other games we got to play with the winner winning 

chocolate and the loser having to stand in front of everyone and eat a 

bean boozled (a random assorted of yucky flavoured sweets!). The 

Maths trip was very intriguing, fun and amazing. I would love to go 

again soon. 

Written by Lily Baxter, 9S1 

 

My name is Molly Rooth Corder, and I am currently 

representing the UK on D.A.R.E. America’s youth 

advocacy board. The youth advocacy board come 

together to help give a young person’s view on how to 

improve D.A.R.E.’s programs across the world and 

advocate for Life Skills Education/D.A.R.E. America in 

their given state/country. 

I have been working with the Life Skills team (D.A.R.E in 

the U.K.) over the past few months and have recently 

finalized my project idea, to help broaden the reach of Life 

Skill’s programs in the community and also on a larger 

scale. 

This month I will also be travelling to Texas to volunteer 

at the D.A.R.E. 30th annual international training 

conference. Here I will work with a team of youth 

advocates to put on a workshop titled Where’s D.A.R.E.? 

The Road to 2020, helping attendees to gain the tools to 

expand the D.A.R.E. programs across their community. I 

am really looking forward to this trip!  
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Year Nine Sets Their Sights on The Cosmos. 

On the 7th July, a select group of year 9 students visited the National Space Centre. 

When confronted with the challenge of not only getting to and returning from Mars, 

but launching a probe to one of its moons, the group (mostly consisting of future triple 

science students) keenly accepted before splitting into two halves and many individual 

roles, which the students had applied for previously.  

With one group on the “Space Shuttle” and the other on the “Mars Base” the tasks 

began. With numerous students operating from the shuttle and the Mars base, 

experiences could not have been more different. Whilst on board students worked in 

a practical manner – with medical operators physically collecting data - those at the 

other end were doing all the research and calculations -  similar when the medical 

operators had to decide on the final figures for each subject. One student said that 

when working with figures it was nice not to be “not nearly dying”. Most students found 

the time on the shuttle far more energetic yet stressful, whilst the time at the Mars 

base far “more enjoyable” as one student said they enjoyed seeing their counterpart 

part just as stressed as they were. 

With emergencies frequent – and occasional time restraints – the groups battled on 

over an emailing system and intercom. The first emergency was excessive humidity 

levels, which was eventually resolved by life support on both ends collaborating to find 

the desiccant bags to absorb moisture nearby. One issue experienced even cut power 

from the clean room and surrendered work on the probe temporarily. Though 

somethings were a quick fix, others were a bit of a close call on the shuttle, including 

the Mars landing which had to be manually overridden by a student seconds before 

impact. However, none of the previous emergencies they had to face were quite like 

decision to save human life or to harvest data.  

 With a brewing storm, the students decided to send the hikers back with the fossil, 

only to find out their only means of returned wouldn’t work – and needed a part that 

they only had one of. They could either save the probe and fulfil their briefing, or save 

the hiking team. A true humanitarian crisis, the group had to quickly decide which to 

value as more important. 

Whilst other classes may have decided data was more important than a few human 

lives, a staggering majority voted to save the humans. Though known as being a year 

group that can be a major pain, the students all saw the pain and devastation a 

relative, a friend, a nation, a planet could experience from the loss in life – in intelligent 

life that has friends and families and a home. Though some may argue that the fossils 

the hiking team had were nothing compared to what could have been found on the 

moons of mars, we will never truly know, as year 9 saved a small portion of humanity.  

- A. M. Hopkin-Spratt 
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Music tuition for new starters and those 

continuing in September 2017. 

 

If you would like to take advantage of our 

tuition scheme for your child, please refer 

to our website for an application form.   

alternatively, please collect an information 

pack from school. 

 

The deadline for signing up to the scheme 

is Wednesday 7 September 2017. 

 

Many Thanks 

The Finance Office 

 

JWPTA 

A massive thank you to the Committee 

for their hard work this year. They are 

making a real difference. The meetings 

are typically once a month in The Hutt at 

Ravenshead and last an hour maximum, 

well the business bit! I also take the 

opportunity to ask their opinions on 

school policies and matters, plus take 

feedback about any concerns they have. 

If you would like to join the group please 

email jwpta@josephwhitaker.org

School Meals 2017-18 

Reminder 

The cost of school meals rises by 

an average of 10% from 

September. Therefore, the meal 

deal becomes £2.40. 

 

The Sports College is open 
throughout the summer holidays for 
facility bookings, courts available to 
hire.   
Contact number 01623 795610  
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GCE Exam Results 2017 

GCE results can be collected from the Sixth Form Centre on Thursday 17th August 2017  

Students will be able to collect results in person from 9am to 12noon. 

If for any reason you are unable to collect your results and wish your parent, friend or relative to collect them 

please complete the slip below. 

Results will not be given to any other person without this written consent. The person collecting your results 

must bring some form of photographic ID such as passport or driving licence. 

If you would like your results posting, please provide a pre-paid, self-addressed C5 envelope to Mrs Wakefield 

before results day. 

 

GCSE Exam Results 2017 

GCSE results can be collected from the Sixth Form Centre on Thursday 24th August 2017  

Students will be able to collect results in person from 9am to 12noon. 

If for any reason you are unable to collect your results and wish your parent, friend or relative to collect them 

please complete the slip below. 

Results will not be given to any other person without this written consent. The person collecting your results 

must bring some form of photographic ID such as passport or driving licence. 

If you would like your results posting, please provide a pre-paid, self-addressed C5 envelope to Mrs Wakefield 

before results day. 

 

Important Dates: 
End of 2017 Summer Term: students will commence their summer term leave from 
12:15 p.m. on Friday, 21 July 2017 
 
2017 – 2018 Academic Year: students return to school on Wednesday,  
6 September 2017 

 

 

 
 

A number of our staff are leaving at the end of term and we wish them all 

the very best for the future. 

Miss Caney       English  

Mrs Sutherland  English 

Mr Chapman      English 

Mr Keir               Maths 

Mr Walters         Maths 

Mr Horne          Science 

Mrs Pabla          Science 

Mrs Ford            P.E. 

Mrs Booth         Headteacher PA 

 

 The school remains fully staffed in September with subject specialists in every teaching position. 

 

Mrs Stead          Teaching Assistant 

Mr Ramage       Teaching Assistant 

Miss Weaver     Teaching Assistant 

Mr Wakelin Teaching Assistant 

Miss Wilson Teaching Assistant 

Miss Baillie Teaching 

Assistant/Cover 

Mrs Carroll Librarian 

Mrs Dalby         Reception  
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