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Dear Parent / Carer 

Welcome to the first newsletter of the 2017-18 academic year. 

GCSE Outcomes 

The DfE published the secondary school league tables on Thursday 12 October. This data is provisional and 

does not include the various re-marks and checking exercises done by schools since August. The validated 

data will be available in January but I am pleased to report that The Joseph Whitaker School is within the top 

15 schools in Nottinghamshire on the new Progress 8 measure with a score of 0.17. In terms of attainment 

the school is in line with national averages and therefore will remain solidly Good in Ofsted terms. The link to 

the school performance table is: 

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/137628 

As a result of the new, more difficult specifications in English and mathematics there has been a 30%        

increase in schools falling below the floor target of -0.5 for progress. The biggest difficulty we have found is 

predicting grades with no grade boundaries and with a large variance in examination marking, especially in 

English. The vast majority of subjects in Year 11 will be examined with grade boundaries of 9-1 next summer 

and these subjects are facing the same difficulties experienced by English and Maths last year. Therefore, 

the predicted grades viewed in reports should be viewed with caution. In addition, the standards in the new 

examinations are far higher with reduced coursework, more content and a greater number of examinations.  

Admissions  

For all parents wishing to apply for a place in Year 7 for September 2018, the deadline is 31 October 2017 for 

the Local Authority. This is regardless of whether your child is in a feeder school, has a sibling at 

school or you are applying via the specialist status criteria. If you are applying via the specialist criteria please 

send the Supplementary Forms direct to the school.  

Failure to meet the deadline will result in the Local Authority not including you in the lists they send to us in 

December. We expect to be oversubscribed once again in 2018-19. 

Additionally, we are currently consulting on our Admissions Policy for 2019-20. The details for this are on the 
school website, including where to send any comments. 

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/137628


Sports News 

Golfing Glory for Thomas Baxter 

Tom Baxter, a year 10 student, competed for   
Nottinghamshire in the Four Counties Golf       
Competition in the Summer. The competition took 
place over 3 days and Tom put in an excellent  
performance, winning all three of his matches and 
scoring maximum points for Nottinghamshire. Well 
done Tom! 

Ice Hockey Star of the Future! 

Oliver Turner in year 7 has had a fantastic few months in 
sporting terms. He has been selected to play for Nottingham 
Panthers Youth Team and has also been chosen to         
represent The Midlands Conference Team in an                
International tournament. To be successful,   Oliver was   
selected for the Midlands Conference Team from a trial    
including over 100 players! Oliver hopes to be put forward 
for the England trials next year and is training hard for this. 
Keep up the good work Ollie! 

Kickboxing Bronze for Noah! 

Noah Webb in year 7 has returned from the ICO World 
Cup with a Bronze medal for Kickboxing. Noah       
represented England in the competition and managed 
to achieve third place - an absolutely brilliant      
achievement. Well done Noah and we look forward to 
hearing about your future successes. 

County Success for        
Sophie! 

Sophie Brown has recently 
been selected to represent 
the Nottinghamshire County 
Athletics Team at an          
Inter-counties Championship 
held in Nuneaton. She     
competed in both the Discus 
and Shot Putt events. 

Boys reach semi-finals of National Cricket competition! 

On the 15th September the under 15 boys cricket team        
travelled to Northants County Cricket Club to participate in the 
Chance to Shine national cricket finals. In the semi-finals      
Joseph Whitaker took on Litcham School from Norfolk, and  
having won the toss they choose to field first and were set a 
target of 59 runs to win. Unfortunately, as the last ball of the 
match was bowled Joseph Whitaker fell short by two runs. In 
the third and fourth play-off they took on St Peters RC in a    
reduced over match due to bad weather and were set the target 
of 34 runs to win. This was easily achieved with an over to 
spare meaning that Joseph Whitaker finished third in the     
country. Although the team were very disappointed it was a   
fantastic achievement as all but one of the players were a year 
young in the age group. The boys are looking    forward to the 
competition next year! 

JWS Race for Life 

During the summer term, over 300 students 
ran the Race for Life at Joseph Whitaker 
School, raising a staggering £1183.52 for 
Cancer Research UK. Our year 8 students 
took part in the event during their     
Achievement Day alongside the year 12  
students. Some students completed several 
laps of the cross-country course, which   
involved a huge lap of the Joseph Whitaker 
School grounds. Well done to all involved!  



Sports News 
Cross-country Success! 

On Saturday 7th October, JWS entered 6 teams for the Nottinghamshire 
Cross-Country Winter League, which took place at Berry Hill. The teams 
performed well in what was a tough course. A special mention to Beth 
Hamilton in year 7, who came 1st in the year 7 girls race and to Freja Strom, 
who came first in the year 10/11 girls race. Two outstanding peformances – 
well done girls! The next events will take place on Saturday 18th November 
and Saturday 9th December. We wish the teams luck in those events! 

JWS Leadership Academy launch! 

Joseph Whitaker School has a long tradition of 
student leadership and we are currently the lead 
school for Leadership, Coaching and             
Volunteering in Nottinghamshire. We are also 
hosting and running the Young County Coach 
Academy, in partnership with the County Sports 
Partnership. To develop our leadership provision 
further and to reward the students for their     
involvement, we will be launching the JWS 
Leadership Academy after half term. Students 
will have the opportunity to progress to the top of 
the Leadership Pyramid by demonstrating      
different leadership skills and participating in a 
variety of leadership events. Students will be 
rewarded upon completion of each step. It is 
hoped that the pyramid will provide a structured 
and clear pathway for our talented leaders,    
supporting them in the development of their 
leadership skills and enhancing their               
employability skills.  

Athletics Opportunity for JWS Students! 

Mansfield Harriers Athletics Club are offering Joseph Whitaker 
students, who have competed for the school in athletics or 
cross country, a FREE 6 month membership until March 2018. 

The membership would include: 

Access to 3 training and coaching sessions per week 

Access to enter competitions 

Local league competitions during the winter 

Local league track fixtures during the summer. 

If you would like any more information, please see the PE     
department. 

Year 9 boys march into the next round! 

Our year 9 boys football team are through to the second round of the 
Mansfield Cup, with a comprehensive victory over Holgate, winning 6-2. 

EMET Cup 

Joseph Whitaker School made a 
successful start to this year’s EMET 

Cup, which was held at South 
Wolds Academy on Wednesday 
11th October. The year 7 boys    

football team won their competition, 
beating all teams and the year 8 
netball team finished 3rd, winning 
two games and losing two games. 

We look forward to the next      
competition. 



Sports Presentation Evening 

On 5 October we celebrated our 

students incredible          

achievements in sport over the 

last year. 

We were honoured to have    

internationally elite badminton 

player Chris Adcock  there to 

present the awards. 



Performing Arts 

Aaliyah Taylor-Nelson 
 
It’s great to hear from students who are  
achieving huge success outside of school.         
Pictured is Aaliyah Taylor-Nelson at the      
Nottingham and Loughborough Dance          
Festivals. 
 
Mum told us ‘ she usually wins quite a lot and 
comes home with several first places but no 
one competition is the same. I think doing 
GCSE dance and drama is a real                 
enhancement to her future aspirations and I'm 
very grateful that Joseph Whitaker offers them 
to students’. 

Come and join us for  our 

performance of High School 

Musical 

Performances 14/15/16/17 November 

2017 

7pm-9.30pm  

Tickets available from Student         

Services 

Price : £4.00 Adults  

 £2.00 Children 



Mr Worsley’s Young Engineers Club scooped the award for Young Innovator category of  ‘The Engineer’ 
– A group who represent the engineering community in the UK. 

The award is based on the project to break the sound barrier with a ‘model’ rocket car.  

The club have had input from lots of fantastic organisations, Rolls Royce to learn more about materials 
and how the aerodynamics of the car are affected at such high speeds. Swansea University have helped 
by carrying tests out on our current car designs and seeing how they  perform at supersonic speeds. This 
will help to understand how fast our cars should run or any issues that could make them unstable at high 
speeds.  A variety of companies have given in depth knowledge of materials like carbon fibre and         
titanium, to keep the car light but strong. 

Mr Worsley heard about the competition and asked all his students in the club to write about each section 
and how they had benefited from working with all these amazing companies.  

We were informed that we had been shortlisted.  Mr Worsley went with one of our students – Jack  Need-
ham (Year 13) and met up with Matt Drage of Rolls Royce and Andy Shrimpton – who has helped with 
the development of the carbon fibre chassis. 

The Venue was at Ball Brothers in Austin Friars –  Central London. Approximately 200 people from every 
part of Engineering turned up and soon enough the  finals ceremony started. We were up against two 
amazing projects – pollution sensing and how Titanium corrodes in various atmospheres. After a heart 
thumping wait…..“The winner is – The Joseph Whitaker School!” There was huge applause from         
everyone and we later found out that the decision had been unanimous between the Judges.  

 

Rocket Car  

Triumphs 

Once Again! 



The Joseph Whitaker School are proud to be part of the STEM Ambassadors network 
and have utilised their expertise to:  

 bring real-world context to our lessons 

 demonstrate the various routes into STEM careers beyond traditional university 
study 

 have a positive impact on learning, motivation, attitudes and enthusiasm 

 fit into our school’s curriculum design and delivery 

 provide us and our pupils with contacts in local businesses 

 give us access to up-to-date, industry-quality resources that will make a difference 
in our classrooms 

 help us with support for extra-curricular clubs 

The Schools Young Engineers club have been directly working with Dr Grant Gibson and 
Mr  Matthew Drague from Rolls Royce, to help the group in their bid to break the sound 
barrier next year with their Mach 1 rocket car project. 

Without this access to high level technology – Material science and manufacturing       
facilities, we would not be where we are. 

The world needs more engineers and the STEM Ambassador network are working hard 
to show children the world of design, engineering and  manufacture. 

Young Engineers Updates 

 

1). We are now running a club called ‘Tomorrows Engineers’.  This club is dedicated to learning about       
robotics and coding through Lego Mindstorms kits.  We have already been chosen to represent the           
Tomorrows Engineers, but must win a regional competition in February.  If we do, then we will find ourselves 
at the Big bang Fair in March 2018 vying for the National Championships! 

 

2). We have been selected as one of 6 schools in the UK (from 350) to represent the Royal Society at their 
summer Science Exhibition in London in July 2018.  We have a ‘vetting’ visit on November 23rd, where     
representatives from the Royal Society will see if we will qualify to represent them. We will be pulling ALL 
the stops out to try and make this happen!  

 

3). I have been asked to present a short talk at ‘TheEngineer’ -  ‘Collaborate to Innovate’ National            
conference at the Coventry Design Centre in Birmingham on December 2017. The talk will be on our     
Mach 1 rocket car challenge we are currently working on. 

 

Mr Worsley 



JW PTA 
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly shop to your annual holiday - 

you could be raising a free donation for JWPTA?  

 

There are over 3,300 retailers including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, Booking.com and Sainsbury's, 

ready to give a free donation to JWPTA every time you shop online through easyfundraising.  

 

It's really simple, and doesn't cost you anything.  

 

All you have to do is: 

Go to: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/2MBNUH/27NJE1 

1. Enter JWPTA in the search box 

2. Click Join Us and enter your details and click on Create My Account 

3. Choose from over 3,300 retailers, do your online shopping as normal and our cause will receive a 

free donation at no extra cost to you for every purchase you make. 

Thank you for your support, you'll be helping to make a real difference to JWPTA.   

A Big Thank You to everyone that 

attended the Fashion Show run by 

the JWPTA and JWS School   

Council.  It turned out to be a    

roaring success there were         

bargains galore and the prosecco 

bar was a big hit!  A whopping 

£633.31 was raised on the night 

and through ticket sales. 

Please go to The Joseph Whitaker 

School website to find details on how 

to play the school lottery and help us 

raise funds for our school and our 

students 

The Joseph Whitaker School Parent Teacher             
Association are looking to expand their membership. 
Could you become involved in supporting the whole 
school community and raising funds? 

The Joseph Whitaker Parent Teacher Association 

(JWPTA) aims to encourage strong links between      

parents, students and staff at the school.  The members, 

along with the School Council and Senior Leadership 

representative,  meet regularly to organise and promote 

activities which support the school and benefit its pupils. 

If you are unable to attend the Committee Meetings but 

are able to support any events or you have ideas about 

raising funds please contact us. 

Email:  JWPTA@josephwhitaker.org 

http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h71f6097,f7b4fa7,fa28931&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement-2017&utm_content=cause_engagement_activecause_raised_20171003&origin=CE035&p1=2MBNUH&p2=27NJE1


School Events 
In September, three Japanese students visited our 

school.  Their mentor who accompanied them provided 

the following feedback on their visit; 

‘The students and I are now back in Japan, and I just 
wanted to thank you .  The teachers, the staff, and the 
children were incredibly friendly and welcoming. As a  
result of their kindness and hospitality,  my students 
came back to Japan with an overwhelmingly positive  
impression of the British education system.‘ 
 
Tadahiro Hara, Yuma 
Matsui and Yoshiki         
Yamaguchi engaged in a 
number of lessons and 
our students were able to 
ask lots of questions on 
life in Japan.  A great      
experience for both    
parties involved.  

Future Chef  School Heat  
https://futurechef.uk.net/  

It is a National Cooking Competition.  

As part of Year 8 Food and Nutrition, one or two  
students were selected from each group to          
represent their class in the school heat. All students 
in Year 8 had the opportunity to take part and were 
asked to cook a healthy main meal of their choice. 

These students are now in Year 9. The first and  
second place will  represent the school in the      
Nottinghamshire Heat.  

The competition was judged by Mr Brookes, Mr 
Gomersall, Mrs Richardson, Ms Kirk and Mr Brooks. 

 

 

1
st

 Place – Tathya Bascombe 

2nd Place – Ivan Cane 

3rd Place – Rosie Kibble 

https://futurechef.uk.net/


School Events and 
Election of  

Head Boy and Girl  

Year 9 Challenge Club trip to Hagg Farm Outdoor Centre 

12 of our year 9 Challenge Group students were selected to attend a week long outdoor             
experience in the Peak District. The aim of the trip was to challenge them all in a less academic 
context and to experience being out of their comfort zone. Throughout the day they participated in 
various challenges including canoeing, abseiling, caving, Gyll scrambling and weaselling. In the 
evenings we continued to challenge their thinking through reviews of the day’s activities,            
discussions around risk taking and environmental management, and activities which challenged 
their senses. 

Following the experience, the students will be writing a research essay on topics such as risk 
management, environmental impact of school trips and the emotional impact of being out of your 

comfort zone. 

Congratulations the  

results are in! 

 

Head Boy Harry Wright 

Deputies: Harry Gabb and Thomas Vaughan 

 

Head Girl Mollie Garratt 

Deputies: Ellie May-Mason and Hannah Shaw 

The Head Boy, Girl and their deputies work 
closely with the House/School Councils and The 
Joseph Whitaker Parent Teacher Association. 
 
They represent the student body to improve  
experiences and systems within school and help 
to showcase what JWS has to offer.  They are 
the lead for the student voice and we wish them 
every success in the coming year. 
 

Trips 



Macmillan Coffee 

 Morning Total 

Raised 

£849.58 

Huge 

Thanks to  

Everyone 

Involved 

Fantastic effort from everyone involved in our Macmillan   

Coffee Morning 

An amazing £849.58 raised from cake and drink sales 

A massive £451.78 raised in tutor groups for The Dollar 

for Dawson Appeal 

Total Monies raised: Dollar for Dawson received 

£876.57  Macmillan received £424.79 



Last Year we chose Debra as our House charity. 

Throughout the year each House held different fundraising 

events. 

Some of these included: 

 Clumber Park fun run 

 Christmas hamper raffle 

 Valentines day cup cakes sale 

 Lip sync battle 

 Teachers pet competition 

 Party in the park 

 

Through the combined efforts from our Houses and your 

continued support providing our students with the money to 

donate to these events, we raised a massive; 

 

£3675.01 

Huge thanks 



Whats On 



Important Dates 
30 October        Return from Half Term break 

2 November    3.15-6.30pm   Y11 Parents Consultation Evening 

7 November     6.30-8.30pm  Post 16 Information Evening 

14-17 November   7pm    High School Musical Evening Performances 

21 November    7-9pm   D of E Presentation 

4-9 December        Y11 Mock Exams 

18 December    6.30-8.30pm  Presentation Evening 

21 December    7-9pm   Christmas Concert 

22 December       Last Day  

CAN YOU HELP? Recall of Library Books 

I am in the process of returning some of our books to the 
Education Library Service, where we borrow a number of 
our library books from.  

In order to help with this I am trying to reclaim as many   
library books as possible so I can make the best selection 
to return. I would be grateful if you could have a look at 
home to see if your children have any of our books out on 
loan and return them to me.  Many thanks Mrs Holgate, 
school librarian. 

New Electronic Gates 

From Monday 30 October our new electronic gates will be in operation. This will ensure that all visitors will 

report to the main school reception rather than signing in at the Sports Hall. It will also increase the security of 

the site during the school day and in the evening. The gates will be closed from 8.30am to 3.15pm             

approximately. Entry will be via a push button call system. The gates will open automatically as cars begin to 

exit except at the end of the school day when the gates will remain closed until 3.12pm to enable students to 

cross the access roads in safety.  

Just a reminder that parents should not drop or pick up students from the school car parks unless by prior 
arrangement with staff at the SSC or the LInc. Both car parks will be fully accessible after 3.15pm each day. 
Before school parents are able to drop off students on the bus park, please drive slowly. Thank you for your 
support with this amended system. 

Reminders 

Admissions Consultation 
for 2019/20 

Reminder that the consultation 
period will close on 19         
November 2017. 

This information can be found 
on the school  website and   
also the following 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 

Examination Invigilators 

The Joseph Whitaker School are seeking exam invigilators to work on an ad hoc basis during the school 
academic year, we are always looking to add to our team of Examination Invigilators. 
Duties would include preparing examination rooms for candidates, ensuring the smooth running of the 
examinations and working in accordance to exam board regulations.  
All candidates will require a DBS check and previous experience working in a school environment , with 
knowledge of IT systems would be advantageous but not essential as full training will be given.  

http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk

