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Dear Parent/Carers   

Thank you for your support in ensuring that your child has made a happy and successful transfer to our 

school.  We expect high standards for all of our students and we aim to give them every encouragement 

and opportunity to reach their full potential.    

   

The Joseph Whitaker School is always keen to work in partnership with parents and carers.  We hope 

the information in this booklet will enhance that partnership, giving you an understanding of the content 

of our teaching as well as providing you with ideas for resources and ways in which you can support 

your child’s learning at home.    

   

Joseph Whitaker is a homework setting school.  With the use of Insight you will be able to track all 

homework set by staff plus other key areas such as attendance, achievement and behaviour. Parent 

usernames and passwords are provided during the first week in September.  

   

In Years 7 to 9 Joseph Whitaker School will follow our KS3 Assessment Policy, which is based on      

student progress using a stepped system. This policy is available on the school website.  

  

The information contained in this booklet has been amended in line with the introduction of the new    

National Curriculum implemented in September 2014.  

  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-secondary-curriculum  

 Year 7 Curriculum  
  

The school operates a two-week timetable with 25 periods of 1 hour per week.  

Subject Hours Subject Hours Subject Hours 

English 4 French 2 Physical Education 2 

Maths 4 Art 1 PSHCE 1 

Science 3 Design Technology 2 Religious Education 1 

History 1 Performing Arts 1 Information Technology 1 

Geography 1 Music 1   

I would also like to draw your attention to important dates for Year 7, as follows:    

 
     

If you have any concerns, please contact your Child’s Tutor or Mr Papworth (Year 7Academic 

Mentor).   

Yours sincerely  

                                   
Mr D Bell        

Headteacher           

 12 October 2017 
 

-     Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening 

1 December 2017 -  Interim Report 1  to Parents 

9 March 2018 -  Interim Report 2  to Parents 
    
10 May 2018 
 
11-15 June 2018 
 
20 July 2018 

-     Parental Consultation Evening 
   
-     Year 7 Examinations 
   
-     End of Year Report to Parents 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-secondary-curriculum
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-secondary-curriculum


Subject: English 
Subject Information: 

 8 hours teaching per fortnight 

 Weekly  homework 

During the year students study the following topics: 

 Prose Fiction—contemporary novel 

 Descriptive/Narrative Writing—a range of writing skills and tasks 

 Non-fiction Reading—study of a range of non fiction texts 

 Non-fiction Writing—production of a range of non fiction texts 

 Poetry—study of a range of poems 

 Drama—study of a contemporary play 

 Pre 20th Century Literature—a study of themed extracts, leading to some creative writing 

 Introduction to Media—a task based on film production 

 Enrichment task– activity in the summer term, based on one of the previous units 

 Literacy work 

 Library based work 

 

Students also use the Accelerated reader program on computers to support in library lessons. 

Parents can help by:  
  

 Supporting research, written or reading homework.  
 
 

 Supporting spelling strategies as covered in the year.  
 
 

 Supporting with drafting of assessments and encouraging good presentation including information 

technologies.  

Other resources which might help:  
 

 Wide reading of a range of texts, fiction and non-fiction.  
 

 Critical viewing of TV and film to encourage children to become pro-active, rather than passive 
viewers.  

 

 Access to the internet  
 

 A dictionary  



  Y7 English Assessment — Writing 

  Descriptor—Advanced/Secure Descriptor—Developing 

Higher 

Learner 

7A1 –  

Advanced  

7A2 – Secure  

7A3 –  

Developing  

7A4 –  

Progress  

Warning  

 I choose from a variety of sentence 

types for a particular effect as well 

as make a choice of tense and 

verbs.  

 I use a full range of punctuation 

marks correctly.  

 I always use effective links between 

paragraphs.  

 I use a variety of linking devices 

within my paragraphs.  

 I am able to keep the reader’s          

interest throughout, often by using 

figurative language.  

 My writing sustains an appropriate 

style throughout, e.g. rhetorical 

questions and deliberate use of   

repetition of words and phrases  

 I use well-chosen words to create 

particular effects.  

 My spelling is accurate, apart from 

unusual words.  

 I deliberately vary my sentences for 

effect.  I choose past, present or future 

tense to suit my purpose.  

 I usually use a range of punctuation 

marks correctly including a colon or 

semi colon.  

 My writing has a clear shape; it is care-

fully ordered from beginning to end; 

paragraphs are set out correctly and I 

sometimes link them.  

 I clearly develop the main idea (the top-

ic sentence) within my paragraph using 

connectives.  

 I keep the reader interested because of 

the words and sentences I use.  My 

ideas are relevant and developed in 

appropriate detail.  

 My writing matches the purpose.  I 

adapt the level of formality to purpose.  

 I choose words for their effect.  

 My spelling is mostly accurate 

Intermediate 

Learner 

7B1 –  

Advanced  

7B2 – Secure  

7B3 –  

Developing  

7B4 –  

Progress  

Warning   

   

 I deliberately vary my sentences for 

effect.  I choose past, present or 

future tense to suit my purpose.  

 I usually use a range of punctuation 

marks correctly including a colon or 

semi colon.  

 My writing has a clear shape; it is 

carefully ordered from beginning to 

end; paragraphs are set out        

correctly and I sometimes link them.  

 I clearly develop the main idea (the 

topic sentence) within my paragraph 

using connectives.  

 I keep the reader interested        

because of the words and           

sentences I use.   

 My ideas are relevant and           

developed in appropriate detail.  

 My writing matches the purpose.  I 

adapt the level of formality to       

purpose.  

 I choose words for their effect.  

 My spelling is mostly accurate  

 I use a variety of sentence types with a 

range of connectives, e.g. if, when,   

because.  I write using the past,       

present and future tenses.  

 I use full stops, capital letters and 

speech marks correctly.  

 Sometimes I use commas within      

sentences  

 I am beginning to organise my writing 

into paragraphs around a main topic.  

 I usually use topic sentences at the 

beginning of my paragraphs which are 

supported by further detail  

 I think about interesting the reader with 

my writing, e.g. with description using 

adjectives and adverbs  

 My writing usually matches the         

purpose.  

 I often choose interesting words.  

 I spell simple and some more         

complicated words correctly 



Foundation 

Learner 

7C1 – Ad-

vanced  

7C2 – Secure  

7C3 –  

Developing  

7C4 –  

Progress   

Warning 

   

 I use a variety of sentence types 

with a range of connectives, e.g. if, 

when, because.  I write using the 

past, present and future tenses.  

 I use full stops, capital letters and 

speech marks correctly.  

 Sometimes I use commas within 

sentences  

 I am beginning to organise my 

writing into paragraphs around a 

main topic. I usually use topic  

sentences at the beginning of my 

paragraphs which are supported 

by further detail.  

 I think about interesting the reader 

with my writing, e.g. with            

description using adjectives and 

adverbs My writing usually     

matches the purpose.  

 I often choose interesting words.  

 I spell simple and some more       

complicated words correctly. 

 In most writing:  

 I write in simple sentences. I use     

connectives like and, but, so  

 Most of the time I use full stops and 

capital letters correctly.  Sometimes I 

use other punctuation e.g. ?!” My   

writing has a clear beginning and 

ending. I try to arrange my sentences 

into paragraphs.  

 I try to write in an interesting way, e.g. 

using adjectives to describe nouns  

 I try to make my writing match the     

purpose.  

 I occasionally choose interesting words  

 I spell simple words correctly. I can 

form clear letters and am beginning to 

join them 

Entry Level 7D1 –   

Advanced  

7D2 – Secure  

7D3 –   

Developing  

7D4 –  

Progress  

Warning  

   

 In most writing:  

 I write in simple sentences. I use 

connectives like and, but, so  

 Most of the time I use full stops 

and capital letters correctly.  

Sometimes I use other punctuation 

e.g. ?!” My writing has a clear   

beginning and ending. I try to    

arrange my sentences into         

paragraphs. I try to write in an    

interesting way, e.g. using         

adjectives to describe nouns  

 I try to make my writing match 

the purpose. .I occasionally 

choose interesting words I spell 

simple words correctly.  

 I can form clear letters and am    

beginning to join them 

 I can use tenses in my writing. I always 

use full stops and capital letters and am 

beginning to use other forms of      

punctuation.  

 I can order my ideas clearly, using 

basic techniques. I can link my ideas 

using basic techniques.  

 I am beginning to interest my reader by 

using suitable language and expressing 

my viewpoint clearly.  

 I am beginning to change my writing to 

match the purpose and style given.  

 I am beginning to use words to create 

impact for my reader. I can spell simple 

words and am beginning to               

understanding rules for plural ending 

and the past tense. My handwriting 

shows a clear understanding of upper 

and lower case. 



  Year 7 English Assessment - Reading 

  Descriptor—Advanced/Secure Descriptor—Developing 

Higher 

Learner 

7A1 – 

Advanced  

7A2 –Secure  

7A3 –  

Developing  

7A4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 I can blend quotations and refer-

ences, using Point, Evidence,      

Explanation and Linking to other 

points (P.E.E.L)  

 I can understand and show how a 

writer creates or describes different 

layers of meaning: both obvious and 

hidden.  

 I can explain most reasons why the 

writer has chosen to shape/order the 

text in a particular way.   

 I can mostly explain the effect it has 

upon me as a reader.  

 I can work out and explain what the 

writer is trying to achieve by      

choosing certain words and          

sentences  

 I can explain the writer’s purposes 

and effects.   

 I will be able to give specific com-

ments about the writer’s intentions.  

 I can explain in detail what features 

are used in writing to show           

differences in time and place.  

 I can select and present quotations and 

references, using Point, Evidence and 

Explanation (P.E.E.L)  

 I can “read between the lines” for hidden 

meanings in texts.  

 I am able to discuss these hidden   

meanings and back up my ideas with 

quotations and /or evidence.  

 I can explain some reasons why the  

writer has chosen to shape/order the 

text in a particular way. For example, 

using a question and answer technique 

in an information poster.  

 I can explain the effect of some of the 

writer’s word and sentence choices  

 I can understand the writer’s main     

purpose and area aware of some of the 

writer’s viewpoints and effects.  

 I can explain in some detail how a text’s 

historical background contributes to its 

meaning  

Intermediate 

Learner 

7B1 –  

Advanced  

7B2 –Secure  

7B3 –  

Developing  

7B4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 I can select and present quotations 

and references, using Point,          

Evidence and Explanation (P.E.E.L)  

 I can “read between the lines” for 

hidden meanings in texts.  

 I am able to discuss these hidden 

meanings and back up my ideas with           

quotations and /or evidence.  

 I can explain some reasons why the 

writer has chosen to shape/order the 

text in a particular way. For example, 

using a question and answer      

technique in an information poster.  

 I can explain the effect of some of 

the writer’s word and sentence   

choices   

 I can understand the writer’s main 

purpose and area aware of some of 

the writer’s viewpoints and effects.  

 I can explain in some detail how a 

text’s historical background           

contributes to its meaning  

 I can pick out the main points of texts  

 I can refer to the text when explaining 

my views about it.  

 I can sometimes “read between the 

lines” for the hidden meanings about 

characters, plot or theme without being 

directly told by the writer  

 I can work out some ways the text is 

deliberately shaped or ordered e.g. a 

poem or its use of presentational      

devices e.g. bullet points in a leaflet.  

 I can pick out some examples of word 

and sentence choices made by the   

writer  

 I can pick out the writer’s main ideas and 

describe them. I can make simple     

comments on the effect a texts social, 

historical context has on the reader.  



Foundation 

Learner 

7C1 –  

Advanced  

7C2 –Secure  

7C3 –  

Developing  

7C4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 I can pick out the main points of 

texts  

 I can refer to the text when         

explaining my views about it  

 I can sometimes “read between the 

lines” for the hidden meanings 

about characters, plot or theme 

without being directly told by the 

writer  

 I can work out some ways the 

text is deliberately shaped or  

ordered e.g. a poem or its use of 

presentational devices e.g. bullet 

points in a leaflet.  

 I can pick out some examples of 

word and sentence choices made 

by the   writer  

 I can pick out the writer’s main ideas 

and describe them  

 I can make simple comments on the 

effect a texts social, historical     

context has on the reader.  

 I can read most words and use work 

out what unfamiliar words are by 

sounding them out.  

 I can find some information based on 

the text I am given I can read a text 

and understand its main message  

 I can see that what I read has a       

particular order to it  

 I can pick out some important words 

the writer has used I can say      

something about what the writer is 

trying to achieve or do  

 I can comment on the background of a 

text by looking at the history of it.  

Entry Level 

Learner 

7D1 –  

Advanced  

7D2 –Secure  

7D3 –  

Developing  

7D4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 I can read most words and  work out 

what unfamiliar words are by  

sounding them out.  

 I can find some information based 

on the text I am given  

 I can read a text and understand its 

main message  

 I can see that what I read has a 

particular order to it I can pick out 

some important words the writer 

has used  

 I can say something about what the 

writer is trying to achieve or do  

 I can comment on the background 

of a text by looking at the history of 

it.  

 I can pick out some of the main points 

of texts.  

 I can sometimes explain meaning by 

using the text. I can work out some 

ways that a text is organised.  

 I can pick out familiar language pat-

terns.  

 I can explain what a writer thinks and 

sometimes give a reason.  

 I know that books come from different 

times and places  



Year 7 Mathematics 
Subject Information: 

 4 teaching hours per week 

 Weekly homework. 

Our Year 7 students follow a Maths Mastery curriculum 

What is a Mastery Curriculum? 

A Mastery curriculum has one set of mathematical concepts and big ideas for all pupils. All pupils need access to 

these concepts and ideas and to understand the rich connections between them.  

 

What will a Mastery lesson look like? 

The whole class will be working together on the same topic, whilst at the same time addressing the need for all pupils 

to master the curriculum and for some to gain greater depth and understanding. Challenge is provided by going 

deeper rather than accelerating into new mathematical content. Teaching is focused, rigorous and thorough, to    

ensure that learning is sufficiently embedded and sustainable over time. Long term gaps in learning are prevented 

through speedy teacher intervention. More time is spent on teaching topics to allow for the development of depth and 

sufficient practice to embed learning. Carefully crafted lesson design provides a scaffolded, conceptual journey 

through the mathematics, engaging pupils in reasoning and the development of mathematical thinking needed for 

more complex and abstract concepts further up the school. 

 

What content will be taught? 

Our mastery curriculum is designed to follow the Key Stage 3 National Curriculum issued by the Department of    

Education, which builds on prior learning from primary school and leads to further study at GCSE. The aims of this 

curriculum are to develop fluency across a range of skills, alongside an increased focus on mathematical reasoning 

and problem solving. Whilst the topic may seem familiar to students from prior learning, students are now expected 

to develop this learning and be able to apply it in a range of increasingly complex problems across all areas of the 

maths curriculum. They are also expected to develop their reasoning skills and be expected to be able to recognise 

when it is appropriate to apply specific mathematical techniques to problem solving questions outside the regular 

context of learning. 

 

Example: Finding a Fraction of a Quantity  

 

 

Fluency Question: Mastery Question: Mastery with greater Depth: 

  

What is ½ of 36? 

What is ¼ of 15? 

What is 2/3 of 24? 

What is 3/7 of 
£91? 

  



How will you know that my child is making progress? 

Throughout lessons teachers will assess all students’ progress and understanding through careful questioning,     

well-designed independent work and group activities. Teachers who share classes will communicate regularly about 

which students need more challenge and which students may need more support.  

Students will continue to be set weekly homework tasks that link directly to the work that they have been covering in 

lessons and will continue to be assessed at key points throughout the year. This will take the form of a mastery    

assessment on the topics covered, from which we can confidently make inferences about levels of progress. 

If at any point, the teacher identifies that a student has not made the expected progress we will look at providing 

some appropriate intervention for them and we will make you aware of this. 

Parents can help by: 

 Encouraging mental arithmetic in everyday life (money, time) and informal practice, e.g. tables. 

 Supporting our homework system, which includes on-line homework on www.hegartymaths.com   

 Checking Organiser and Sims for homework. 

 Ensuring that each student has a calculator and other mathematical equipment with them for each lesson. 

In Year 7, students will cover the following areas of mathematics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be an assessment after each half term. We would expect the following depending on the student’s band. 

A BAND: 

We would expect all A band students to be able to correctly answer any procedural or fluency questions on the 
above content. They will be able to confidently solve complex problems on the above areas of study and explain or 
justify their solutions through sound mathematical reasoning. 

B BAND: 

We would expect all B band students to be able to correctly answer the majority of procedural or fluency questions 
on the above content. They will be able to solve most problems on the above areas of study and explain or justify 
their solutions through mathematical reasoning. 

C BAND: 

We would expect all C band students to be able to correctly answer the majority of procedural or fluency questions 
on the above content. They will be able to solve some problems on the above areas of study and are developing 
their ability to explain or justify their solutions through mathematical reasoning. 

D BAND: 

We would expect most D band students to be able to correctly answer the majority of procedural or fluency questions 
on most of the content above. Students will often work at a slower pace and intervention will be put in place to      
ensure that students achieve a basic proficiency in the key areas of study. 



Subject: Science 
Subject Information: 

 6 hours teaching per fortnight 

 One substantive piece of homework once per fortnight and one shorter piece in the other week  

During the year students study the following topics: 

 

  “How Science Works” (Investigation skills & Safety) 
 

Biology  

  Cells, Organs and Systems 

  Skeleton & Muscle  

  Respiration 

  Plants and photosynthesis 

  Drugs 

 

Chemistry  

  States of Matter 

  Elements, Mixtures and Compounds 

  The Periodic Table 

  Chemical Reactions 

  Acids and Alkalis 

  Gas Tests 

 

Physics  

  Waves – Light and Sound 

  Seeing in Colour 

  Forces and their Effects 

  Pressure and Density 

 
All topics are taken from the National Curriculum 

 
Parents can help by:  
  

 Talking with your child about the work they do in lessons 
 

 Check Organiser and Insight/SIMS Learning Gateway for homework and to assess your child’s 
progress 

 

 Helping them prepare for end of topic tests by oral questioning using the topic booklets and the 
internet where possible 

 
Other resources which might help:  
 

 KS3 Science revision guide (cost £2: 50) available from your child s teacher 
 

 www.bbc.co.uk/education/ks3bitesize/  
 

 SAM Learning 
 

 Hub resources via the school website 



Year 7 Science Descriptor 

Higher Learner 7A1 – 

Advanced  

7A2 –

Secure  

7A3 –  

Developing  

7A4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 Makes predictions, designs experiments and presents data to draw              

conclusions  

 Confidently uses scientific units  

 Draws and describes plant and animal cells and can explain the functions of 

the organelles  

 Explains the action of antagonistic muscles  

 Describes photosynthesis in detail and explains adaptations in leaves  

 Writes the formula equation for respiration and explains its importance for    

living things  

 Describes and explains plant reproduction and its importance for humans  

 Confidently uses the particle model (including mass conservation) and  

describes state changes, diffusion, density in terms of energy and forces  

 Explains the difference between elements, mixtures and compounds  

 Writes balanced formula equations to show neutralisation  

 Describes the structure of the Periodic Table and the differences between   

metals and non-metals  

 Explains the differences between types of wave  

 Calculates the speed of waves  

 Explains why refraction happens  

 Predicts the appearance of coloured objects in different coloured light  

 Describes and explains the effects of pressure  

 Calculates and explains resultant forces and their effects  

Intermediate 

Learner 

7B1 – 

Advanced  

7B2 –

Secure  

7B3 –  

Developing  

7B4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 Makes predictions, designs experiments and presents data to draw             

conclusions  

 Generally, uses scientific units  

 Draws and describes plant and animal cells and can explain the functions of 

most organelles  

 Explains the role of the skeleton and antagonistic muscles  

 Explains the impact of drugs on health  

 Writes the word equation for photosynthesis and explains adaptations in 

leaves  

 Describes plant reproduction and its importance for humans  

 Writes an equation to show respiration and explains its importance  

 Understands the particle model (including mass conservation) and can        

relate it to state changes, diffusion and density  

 Understands the difference between elements, mixtures and compounds  

 Writes equations to show neutralisation  

 Describes the structure of the Periodic Table and the differences between    

metals and non-metals  

 Explains why a change is chemical or physical  

 Explains the differences between types of wave  

 Draws diagrams to show refraction  

 Explains the appearance of coloured objects in different coloured light  

 Describes the effects of balanced and unbalanced forces  

 Can describe and explain the effects of pressure  

 Can calculate and explain resultant force and its effects  



Foundation 

Learner 

7C1 – 

Advanced  

7C2 –
Secure  

7C3 –  

Developing  

7C4 –  
Progress  

  Warning  

 Presents data and finds patterns to draw conclusions  

 Generally, uses scientific units  

 Draws and describes plant and animal cells and can explain the functions of 

some organelles  

 Explains the role of the skeleton and muscles  

 Describes the impact of drugs on health  

 Writes the word equation for photosynthesis and explains adaptations in leaves  

 Describes plant reproduction and its importance for humans  

 Explains why respiration is needed  

 Uses the particle model (including mass conservation) to describe solids, liquids 

and gases then models state changes or diffusion  

 Draws diagrams to show the difference between elements, mixtures and      

compounds  

 Describes the pH scale and describes substances based on their pH  

 Describes the structure of the Periodic Table and the differences between    

metals and non-metals  

 Classifies a change as either physical or chemical  

 Draws ray diagrams to show reflection and includes arrows to show how we 

see  

 Draws and labels transverse waves  

 Explains why objects appear coloured  

 Describes the effects of pressure  

 Calculates simple resultant forces and describes the effects of balanced and 

unbalanced forces  

Entry Level 

Learner 

7D1 – 

Advanced  

7D2 –

Secure  

7D3 –  

Developing  

7D4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 Follows instructions to carry out a practical safely and records results in an   

appropriate format  

 Uses simple scientific units  

 Names the parts of plant and animal cells and describes the jobs of some parts  

 Explains the role of the skeleton and links muscles to movement  

 Describes the effect of some drugs on health  

 Describes photosynthesis and explains why it’s needed  

 Describes how plants reproduce using pollen and disperse their seeds  

 Explains why respiration is important  

 Draws particle pictures of elements, mixtures and compounds  

 Draws particle pictures of solids, liquids and gases  

 Knows the names of the state changes  

 Describes the difference between metals and non-metals  

 Draws and describes the pH scale and can label it with the colours of Universal 

Indicator  

 Draws and labels transverse waves  

 Draws ray diagrams to show reflection and includes arrows to show how we 

see  

 Describes how we see in colour  

 Describes the effect of balanced and unbalanced forces  



Subject: Art 
Subject Information: 

 2 hours teaching per fortnight 

 Homework set when relevant to task/project 

 
We strive to make the Art Department at The Joseph Whitaker School a thriving and exciting place to study. As a 

result, the Key Stage 3 curriculum at The Joseph Whitaker School has been designed to engage students.    

Throughout the course of Key Stage 3 students will discover a range of techniques and skills to enable them to         

become confident and creative artists.  

 

In Year 7 students study:  

 

Day of the Dead: Students will have the opportunity to research the ‘Day of the Dead’ festival for themselves 

before sharing the information they have found with the rest of the class. They will then work to create an information 

page about the Day of the Dead before focusing in on the masks that are made during the celebration. Students will 

then study the human form before embarking on creating their own Dead of the Dead mask.  

 

Colour: Students are introduced to colour theory through a range of practical tasks before embarking on 

looking at the work of the Futurists and Van Gogh. During this time, they will experiment with a range of materials 

and it will cumulate in a press print design by Christmas.  

 

3D Wire Sculpture: Students study the work of Tom Hill before creating their own wire fish sculpture. By 

looking at and studying tropical fish, students are encouraged to use adornment and decoration to complete their 

sculpture.  

 

Art covers a huge array of disciplines so at The Joseph Whitaker School, we assess students’ work on the merit of 

each individual piece and then students are given a holistic mark for their data mark. 

 
 
Parents can help by:  
  

 Encouraging their children to explore drawing from observation to help improve their overall    
       confidence and understanding 
 

 Visiting an art gallery/sculpture park 
 

 Helping them to research information on relevant artists 
 

 Encouraging and ensuring that all homework is completed to the best of their ability 
 

 
Pupils are expected to use a sketchbook and homework will include drawing, research, resourcing and evaluating – 
please check this with your child.  

 
Other resources which might help:  
 

 Magazines, newspapers, books for information and inspiration 
 

 Material from the internet 
 

 Basic equipment – 2B pencils, crayons and glue 



Higher    

Learner 

7A1 – 

Advanced  

7A2 –

Secure  

7A3 –  

Developing  

7A4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Recording  

 Demonstrates a sound ability to record observations and insights  

 Demonstrates sound understanding through informed and relevant               

observations and insights that show effective connections to intentions  

Developing  

 Undertakes sound investigations that provide relevant links to the development 

of informed ideas  

 Demonstrates a sound understanding of a range of source material used for 

research and shows sound cultural understanding  

Experimenting  

 Shows sound and relevant refinement of ideas  

 Demonstrates sound ability to experiment with a range of media, materials, 

techniques and processes  

 Selects most resources independently; choice of resources is informed and 

usually appropriate  

Presenting  

 Demonstrates a sound ability to present an informed and meaningful personal 

response, showing good critical and analytical understanding  

 Demonstrates a sound realisation of intentions Makes informed and relevant 

connections between visual, written, oral and other elements 

Intermediate 

Learner 

7B1 – 

Advanced  

7B2 –

Secure  

7B3 –  

Developing  

7B4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Recording  

 Demonstrates basic ability to record observations and insights  

 Demonstrates basic understanding through obvious and predictable             

observations and insights that show some connection to intentions  

Developing  

 Undertakes basic investigations that provide some superficial links to obvious 

and predictable ideas  

 Demonstrates basic understanding of source material used for research and 

shows some cultural understanding  

Experimenting  

 Shows basic and superficial refinement of ideas  

 Demonstrates basic ability to experiment with a small range of media,          

materials, techniques and processes  

 Shows basic ability to select resources independently; choice of resources is 

predictable and sometimes inappropriate  

Art  Descriptor  

Recording  
 

 Drawing – Pencil/
Pen  

 Taking photo-
graphs  

 Collecting images  

Developing  
 

 Understanding the 
work of other artists  

 Working the style of 
other artists  

 Being able to use the 
same materials as 
other artists in       
confident realistic way  

Experimenting  
 

 Using new materials in a 
convincing way  

 Understanding new 
techniques and applying 
them to your own work  

Presenting  

 Creating a finished 
piece of art that  
elates to the work of 
another artist.  

 Finishing a piece of 
art convincingly to a 
high standard  

 Being able to explain 
that finished piece of 
art using artistic    
vocabulary.  



  Presenting  

 Demonstrates basic ability to present an informed and meaningful personal          

response, showing basic critical and analytical understanding  

 Demonstrates a basic realisation of intentions  

 Makes obvious and predictable connections between visual, written, oral and 

other elements  

Foundation 

Learner 

7C1 – 

Advanced  

7C2 –

Secure  

7C3 –  

Developing  

7C4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Recording  

 Demonstrates a limited ability to record observations and insights  

 Demonstrates limited understanding through observations and insights that are    

disconnected from intentions  

Developing  

 Undertakes limited investigations that provide literal links to simplistic ideas  

 Demonstrates a limited understanding of source material used for research 

showing minimal cultural understanding  

Experimenting  

 Shows limited and minimal refinement of ideas Demonstrates minimal ability to         

experiment with few media, materials, techniques and processes  

 Shows limited ability to select resources independently; choice of resources is      

minimal and weak  

Presenting  

 Demonstrates limited ability to present an informed and meaningful personal        

response, showing minimal critical and analytical understanding  

 Demonstrates limited realisation of intentions  

 Makes simplistic and literal connections between visual, written, oral and other     

elements  

Entry Level 

Learner 

7D1 – 

Advanced  

7D2 –

Secure  

7D3 –  

Developing  

7D4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Recording  

 Demonstrates a partial ability to record observations and insights  

 Demonstrates a partial understanding through observations and insights that 

are disconnected from intentions  

Developing  

 Undertakes a partial investigation that provide literal links to simplistic ideas  

 Demonstrates a partial understanding of source material used for research 

showing minimal cultural understanding  

Experimenting  

 Shows a partial refinement of ideas  

 Demonstrates partial ability to experiment with few media, materials,           

techniques and processes  

 Shows partial ability to select resources independently; choice of resources is      

incomplete and weak  

Presenting  

 Demonstrates a partial ability to present a personal response, showing partial 

critical and analytical understanding  

 Demonstrates partial realisation of intentions  

 Makes partial connections between visual, written, oral and other elements  



Subject: Design and Technology 
 
Subject Information: 

 2 hours a week. 

 The year is divided into five units, each 8 weeks long. One of the units contains 3 projects within the 8 
week period.  

During the year students study the following topics: 

 

Unit 1 Food – students are given a basic introduction to the kitchen while studying basic nutrition, healthy eating 

and the safe use of the kitchen. 

Unit 2 Textiles – Door Stop: This project will introduce pupils to a variety of decorative techniques used 

within the textiles industry. Students will be introduced to the sewing machines and learn how to prepare 

these to undertake a variety of different skills and techniques. Within the project students will focus on cul-

ture and the impact this has on the fashion industry linking to a real world context. They will also investigate 

a mixture of different types of fabrics to broaden their understanding of synthetic and natural fibres.  

 

Unit 3a Electronics – Snap Circuit: This project introduces students to the basics of electronics. Stu-

dents will learn about a variety of different electronic components and how they function, how to build a vari-

ety of different circuits and how these impact our daily lives through the products we use, including smart 

technologies.  

 

Unit 3b Metals - Create a Cast: Students will focus on metals and the different categories of metals with-

in this project. They will use a computer aided design drawing software (2D Design) to develop a template 

which will then be cut out using our laser cutter (computer aided manufacture). They will learn about casting 

metals and different finishing processes used for metals, producing either a piece of jewellery or key ring.  

 

Unit 3c Plastics - No Excuses: Students will be working with plastics learning how to use machines and 

traditional hand tools to cut, shape and finish the material. Once they have made their shape they will use 

pre-cut blanks to assemble together and will have a 128mb memory stick inside. Students can use this to 

save files and support with school work and homework. Within this project students will learn about plastics 

and their environmental impact.  

 

Unit 4 Resistant Materials – Past to Present: The main focus on this project is to develop students ’ 

knowledge, understanding and practical skills using timbers. They will learn how to use a variety of different 

machine equipment and hand tools to produce a storage system based on the Memphis or Art Deco art 

movements. To challenge their practical skills students will learn how to produce a range of joining methods 

and finishing techniques used for timber.  

Unit 5 Graphic Products - LEGO: During this project students will be learning how to develop a range of 

design skills and professional presentation techniques. They will then use traditional hand tools and ma-

chines to cut and shape Styrofoam to develop a 3D version of the Lego character they have designed. In 

addition to their character they will design their own packaging using desk top publishing and produce a blis-

ter packaged casing which is used in industry. Within the project they will cover industrial manufacturing 

techniques for plastics linking to how Lego is made in a real world context. 



 
 
Parents can help by:  
  

 Ensuring students have access to coloured pens, pencils, glue and scissors in order to produce colourful and 
attractive design work. 

 Providing the necessary ingredients for food lessons. 

 Encouraging students to be imaginative and creative in their thinking. 

 Contributing to the cost of projects through a one off payment via parent pay. This enables the department to 
obtain higher quality materials and variety to provide an engaging and diverse practical curriculum.  

 
Other resources which might help:  
 

 Memory stick to bring in homework if this cannot be printed at home.  

 Magazines and catalogues for research work. 

 Having computer access at home and access to the internet to download free software; such as Google 
Sketch – up.  



Design and Technology Curriculum Year 7 
During year 7 students will have an introduction to Design and Technology and will cover the basic core skills within 

each subject area. Throughout the year students will design and make a wide variety of practical outcomes that they 

can bring home and keep. Parents can support this by supporting the completion of homework tasks in which they 

may require coloured pencils, drawing equipment and access to a computer is helpful. Parents must also ensure   

ingredients are provided for Food and Nutrition as by law students must undertake this area of Design and Technolo-

gy at KS3  

Areas  

Studied 

Project Core Skills Key Objectives 

Resistant     

Materials – 

Timber and 

Plastic Focus  

Past to       

Present  
 Health & Safety in the workshop. 

 Use of basic hand tools and machinery for 
woodwork. 

 Theory of softwoods, hardwoods, manmade 
boards. Seasoning of woods and their origins. 

  Different types of finishes applied to timbers 
and how this affects these. 

  CAD CAM Laser cutter. 

During the year               
students will study key    
areas within each strand of 
Design and Technology;  

 Research  

 Design 

 Make 

 Evaluation 

 Technical 
Knowledge.    

 
-Research into given design 
problem by  analysing/    
evaluating existing products.  

-Identifying/ justify a target 
user for their products    
appropriate for the set    
design brief. 

-Interpret the work of past/
present designers and avoid 
stereotypical design        
responses. 

-Demonstrate a good level 
of drawing and rendering 
skills to    creatively        
communicate their design 
ideas. 

-Complete a range of skills 
and techniques when using 
tools/equipment and        
machinery. 

-Developing knowledge and 
understanding about       
materials/      processes and 
justify their use. 

-Evaluate final product 
against design criteria and 
apply feedback from peers/
self-assessment to improve 
products. 

-Students will be able to 
propose further                
developments to their   
product to begin to  develop  
iterative design skills.  

Electronic  

Products  

Snap Circuit   Introduction to electronics and components. 

 Understanding of how circuits function and how 
to draw these using appropriate circuit           
diagrams. 

 Conductors and Insulators 

 Voltage, Current and Resistance with            
understanding of how electricity works and its 
dangers. 

 Understanding the use of resistors and how to 

calculate their value. 

Plastic Focus  No Excuses   How to cut and shape plastics. 

 Different categories of plastics (Thermoplastics 
and Thermosetting plastics) and their molecular 
structure. 

 Understanding which plastics are recyclable and 

how they are sorted. 

Metal Focus  Create a Cast   Students will learn how to produce a range of 
ideas using 2D Design (CAD) to produce a    
successful template for their casting. 

 Understand how their designs will be cut out 
using the laser cutter (CAM). 

 Introduction to metals, the different categories 
and their properties. 

 Uses of metals when designing and making 

products. 

Textiles  

Technology  

Door Stop   Introduction to textiles. 

 Basic sewing machine skills. 

 Introduction to batik/ fabric painting/ pen work 
and tacking. 

 Theory of textile fibres and fabrics. 

 Research into textiles products and usage. 

  Cultural influences in the Textile industry. 



Areas  

Studied 

Project Core Skills Key Objectives 

Food and  

Nutrition  

Introduction 

to Food and 

Nutrition  

 Health & safety – Hygiene. 

 Learn how to use various equipment when meas-
uring ingredients out correctly. 

 To be able to chop, Cut & Slice ingredients using 2 
types of techniques. 

 To be able to use each part of a cooker correctly & 
safely. 

 Understand the different types of food groups and 

how to cook them. 

 

Graphic  

Products  

Lego   Students will learn about how Lego is               
manufactured in reality using injection moulding 
and blow moulding  

 Learn a variety of presentation techniques,        
including sketching and rendering skills to improve 
their design communication.  

 Understand a range of modelling materials with a 
focus on Styrofoam.  

 

 Develop a range of practical workshop skills using 
hand tools and acrylic paint.  

 

 Understand packaging design developing their 
own designs on Publisher and manufacturing their 
own blister packaging.  

 

 Understand legal legislation related to packaging 
and quality control standards.  

 

 Understand the importance of a design            
specification and how this informs design decisions 
in a real world context. 



DT  Descriptor 

  Higher   

  Learner 

7A1 – 

Advanced  

7A2 –Secure  

7A3 –  

Developing  

7A4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 

Intermediate 

Learner  
7B1 – 

Advanced  

7B2 –Secure  

7B3 –  

Developing  

7B4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 

Annotation uses well structured sentences with a range of basic connectives 
and a good use of SPAG throughout. 

Research/Design 
R: Justify reasons for the need/want of a product. 

R: Evaluate existing products to inform design decisions. 
R: Use two sources of research to demonstrate good understanding of the design 
problem and formulate clear design criteria. 

R: Specification points incorporate research undertaken and are justified. 

D: Students can interpret the work of past and present designers/ Art Movements/
Cultures to inform design ideas. 

D: Students demonstrate a strong sense of creativity. 

D: Students begin to solve some of their own design problems during design and 
manufacture 
D: Good drawing and sketching skills to clearly communicate ideas. 

D: Rendering demonstrates a some use of the gradient technique to show shad-
ows and highlights. 

D: Annotation incorporates an understanding of some materials, tools and equip-

Make 
Practical tasks can be completed independently with very limited teacher support. 
Excellent H&S 

Can confidently identify the correct tools and equipment for specific tasks and pro-
duce a high quality final product. 

Can demonstrate how to use a wide range of tools and equipment safely and ac-

Evaluate 

Test and evaluate their products against specific criteria. 

Can recognise strengths and weaknesses and can propose further modifications 
for improvement. 

Can refine their work in light if comment and criticism form staff, peer and self re-
flection using this to inform improvements. 

Evaluate the impact their product will have on individuals, society and the 

Technical Knowledge 

Can justify chosen materials/equipment by recognising key characteristics to 
achieve functionality. 
Can explain and demonstrate how to use selected tools an equipment safely 
and accurately. 

Are aware of constraints as thy apply knowledge and understanding of materials, 
ingredients and techniques to make the correct choices. 

Annotation is basic with a mixture of sentences and labels. Satisfactory use 
of SPAG and some spelling mistakes. 

Research/Design 

R: Can explain why the product is suitable for their target audience. 

R: Compare existing products to identify strengths and weaknesses. 

R: Use basic information from one source to inform some design decisions. 

R: Specification points explain most key points with limited justification/ good use 
of key words. 

D: Can characterise key features from different designers/ Art Movements / 
cultures. 

D: Students demonstrate elements of creativity within design ideas. 

D: Rendering demonstrates a confident use of solid blocks of colour with an at-
tempt at the gradient technique. 

D: Sketching is basic but illustrates elements of drawing skill. 



     

Foundation 

Learner  
7C1 – 

Advanced  

7C2 –Secure  

7C3 –  

Developing  

7C4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 

Make 

Practical tasks are completed with limited teacher support and good understanding 
of H&S. 

Use tools and equipment with some accuracy paying some attention to the quality 
of finish. 

Can select from a range of materials, components and ingredients provided those 
appropriate to make most of their product. 

Explain and demonstrate how to use most tools and equipment safely. 

Evaluate 

Can recognise what is working well on their ides and identify weaknesses with 
some ideas why. 

Can test and evaluate their product against some specification criteria. 

Can use the view of their peers/user group to identify positive and negatives. 

Understand the impact their product may have on the environment. 

Technical Knowledge 

Students can characterise/outline the key materials/processes/ tools and equip-
ment used within the project. 

Can explain how to use these tools and equipment safely with some accuracy. 

Annotation is basic with a mixture of labels and statements. Poor use of 

Research/Design 

R: Can Identify a target audience/Use for their product. 

R: Can review existing products to discuss positive and negatives (Statement an-

R: Minimal research and may not fully link to design brief. 

R: Specification points discuss the key features but there may be limited use of 

D: Students can recall some of the different Art Movements/ Designers. 

D: Students can produce a range of design ideas but may not fully address the de-

D: Sketching is limited and rendering uses some blocks of colour. 

D: Labels and statements to explain ideas. 

  

Make 

Can select from a limited range of materials, components and ingredients that may 
not be appropriate for their product. 

Practical tasks are completed with lots of teacher support and intervention. 

Can select some appropriate basic tools to complete simple techniques and be 
able to recall the name of this item. 

Basic understanding of Health and Safety for most tools and equipment used 
within the project. 



     

Entry Level  

Learner 

7D1 – 

Advanced  

7D2 –Secure  

7D3 –  

Developing  

7D4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 

Evaluate 

Can review ideas to identify strengths and weaknesses. 

Can identify strengths and weaknesses in others ideas with some suggestion as to 
why. 

Technical Knowledge 

Recall the names of the key materials, components and ingredients used. 

Describe how to use some of these tools and equipment with some link to 
H&S. 

Limited understanding of why certain materials/ingredients are used in rela-
tion to their job/function. 

Annotation States / Describes with minimal Key words. Lots of spelling mis-
takes poor use of SPAG. 

Research/Design 

Students can identify a use for a product. 

Students can select images of existing products and label key features. 

Select basic research but is not appropriate or relevant to the design brief. 

Students have an awareness of some designers. 

Can produce simple ideas that may not fully address the design brief. 

Specification is very basic mainly words/statements and may not fully link to design 
brief. 

Make 

Select basic materials, components/ingredients for elements of their product 
but may not be suitable. Heavily influenced by teacher. 

Practical tasks can not be done without support at all times. Poor quality finish. 

Limited understanding of H&S 

Poor understanding of how to use key tools and equipment. - support needed. 

Evaluate 

Students can describe ideas and use basic labels to highlight things they do and 
don't like. 

Can state what they like and don't like about others work with some support. 

Technical Knowledge 

Recall some of the names of the key materials, components and ingredients 
used. 

Can name some of the tools and equipment. 



 KS3 Food : Core Skills Key Objectives 

  Yr 7  Work in the kitchen safely and hygienically 
including washing up and clearing away 

 Accurate measurement of liquids and solids 
using different equipment 

 Use the sharp knife to chop, cut & slice fruit 
and vegetables (including the bridge       
technique). 

 Be able to use the hob, grill and oven      
correctly and safely 

 Basic bread dough using yeast 

 Follow instructions on basic recipes  

 Know how to use a sharp knife and all parts of the 
cooker safely 

 Understand basic healthy eating guidelines (eat well 
guide, 5-a-day and base every meal on starchy     
carbohydrates) 

 Understand the source of basic ingredients 

 Know why we should try to use ingredients which are 
produced in the UK. 

 Understand that different ingredients are available in 

different seasons.  

Yr 8  Preventing cross contamination by handling 
meat correctly to make a variety of healthy 
main meals 

 

 Use a temperature probe to check for     
readiness 

 

 Use a sharp knife to dice and cut into even 
size pieces (ie batons, julienne). 

 

 Reduction sauce to show how evaporation 
concentrates a flavour 

 

 Use of food processor 
 

 Enrobing with breadcrumbs (nuggets) 
 

 The use of chemical raising agents to make 

a product rise (Bicarbonate of soda)  

 Understand the eight guidelines to healthy living and 
discuss if a recipe follows them 

 Be able to make a variety of healthy, savoury main 
meals 

 Know how to use and prepare raw meat safely and 
prevent cross contamination 

 Understand how temperature can be used to help 
prevent food poisoning 

 Understand the function of ingredients so that you 
can adapt a recipe. 

 Know the difference between use-by and best before 
dates 

 Understand how to reduce the amount of food we 
waste 

Yr 9  Produce more complex healthy meals that 
have more than one component 

 

 All-in-one starch-based sauce             
demonstrating gelatinisation 

 

 Understand how starch/liquid ratios affect 
the viscosity of a sauce 

 

 Rubbing-in technique to make short crust 
pastry 

 

 Shape and bind wet mixtures (burgers) 
 

 Layer a product evenly so that layers remain 
distinct and separate 

 

 Present products and use digital camera to 

record evidence  

 Understand how to use research to develop creative 
and unique designs 

 

 Be able to produce more complex healthy meals that 
have more than one component 

 

 Understand how food can be defrosted and reheated 
safely and why this is important 

 

 Understand how to reduce the risk of different types 
of food poisoning bacteria 

 

 Know how to consider aesthetics when creating and 
finishing a food product  

 

 Know what food miles are and understand the impact 
of food products on the environment 

 

 Be able to describe the causes of possible faults with 
pizza making by understanding the functions and 
characteristics of ingredients used 



Subject : Performing Arts 

 

Subject Information:  

 2 hours teaching per fortnight  

 Completion of Progress Document after all lessons  

During the year students study the following topics:  

 Elizabethans  

 Conflict.  

 Eras.  

 

They will learn to:  

 Understand and demonstrate basic social and group skills.  

 Work in mixed groups of various sizes.  

 Understand use of space, movement and voice.  

 Devise, improvise and perform creditable characterisations.  

 Structure a presentation with a clear beginning, middle and end.  

 Understand the process of Drama, Music and Dance.  

 Use and understand technical vocabulary.  

 

Reflect upon, evaluate and analyse their own and other people’s work.  

Parents can help by:  

 

 Encouraging their children to discuss their ideas and opinions, values and attitudes and feelings.  

 Encourage them to listen to other people’s ideas and opinions  

Other resources which might help:  

 

 To experience live performances of any format.  



Year 7 Dance  Descriptor 

   

Higher  

Learner 

7A1 – 

Advanced  

7A2 –Secure  

7A3 –  

Developing  

7A4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Use of Performance Skills  

 Can recognise and is using a wide variety of performance skills with more 
consistency: musicality, projection, focus & facial expression.  

 Is confidently able to perform in front of an audience.  

 

Use of Technical Skills  

 Is able to accurately replicate most actions.  

 Coordination is developed.  

 Can recognise and is using a wide variety of technical skills with more       
consistency: extension, posture, control, balance & flexibility.  

 

Choreographic Skills  

 Is now using gestures and movements to match the theme with greater clarity.  

 Can recognise and is using a variety of devices to motifs and actions with   
creativity and some originality: Canon/Unison, Formation, Level, Dynamics, 
Speed, Strength & Flow, Retrograde.  

 

Group and Leadership Skills  

 Contributes ideas very well to their group.  

 Is capable of showing good leadership skills, can take the lead when required.  

 Can respond to questions and feedback in class intelligently and without    
encouragement.  

 

Written Work  

 Written evaluation shows a good level of detail.  

 Writing shows confident awareness of strengths and weaknesses at times.  

 Homework projects show very good confidence and creativity, consistently 
reaching the criteria set.  

Intermediate 

Learner 

7B1 – 

Advanced  

7B2 –Secure  

7B3 –  

Developing  

7B4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Use of Performance Skills  

 Can recognise and is using a variety of performance skills at times: musicality, 
projection, focus & facial expression.  

 Has growing confidence to perform as part of small or large group.  

 

Use of Technical Skills  

 Work is mainly accurate and shows developing coordination.  

 Can recognise and use various technical skills at times: extension, posture, 
control, balance & flexibility.  

Choreographic Skills  

 Is using a variety of gestures and movements to match the theme so the work 
demonstrates the dance idea.  

 Can describe a motif in the context of the stimulus.  

 Can recognise and is using a variety of devices with growing creativity and 
some originality: Canon/Unison, Formation, Level, Dynamics & Speed.  



  Group and Leadership Skills  

 Will make a positive contribution to a group.  

 Can share ideas to others.  

 Is showing some leadership qualities.  

 Can respond to questions and feedback in class with comments that are 
thought through and positive.  

 
Written Work  
 

 Written evaluation begins to show a reasonable level of detail.  
 

 Writing has clear awareness of strengths and weaknesses.  
 

 Homework writing shows a growing confidence, achieving the criteria set 

Foundation 

Learner 

7C1 – 

Advanced  

7C2 –Secure  

7C3 –  

Developing  

7C4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Use of Performance Skills  

 Can recognise and is beginning to use performance skills: musicality & focus.  

 Shows some confidence in performances.  

 

Use of Technical Skills  

 Work is starting to have some moments of accuracy and coordination.  

 Can recognise and is beginning to apply some technical skills: extension,   
balance & flexibility.  

 

Choreographic Skills  

 Is using gestures and movements to match the theme but not consistently.  

 Can describe what a motif is.  

 Uses some devices with some success: Canon/Unison, Formation, Level,  
Dynamics & Speed.  

 

Group and Leadership Skills  

 Will make limited contribution to their groups work.  

 Can share some simple ideas.  

 With some encouragement, they can respond to questions and feedback in 
class with comments that show some reflective thought.  

 

Written Work  

 Written evaluation is often brief, but with some awareness of strengths and 
weaknesses.  

 Homework writing shows some thought and creativity, achieving the basic  
demands of the criteria set 



Entry Level 

Learner 

7D1 – 

Advanced  

7D2 –Secure  

7D3 –  

Developing  

7D4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Use of Performance Skills  

 Can use musicality within performance with some success.  

 

Use of Technical Skills  

 Attempting to develop co-ordination & accuracy.  

 

Choreographic Skills  

 Uses some gestures and movements to match theme.  

 Attempts to use one or two devices with some success: canon, unison,            
formation and levels.  

 

Group and Leadership Skills  

 Will be more comfortable being led by others in a group situation.  

 Can respond to basic questions and feedback in class with basic descriptive 
responses.  

 Will need strong teacher encouragement to share ideas.  

 

Written Work  

 Written evaluation is basic, with simple statements.  

 Description, rather than evaluation is common.  



Subject : Music 

Subject Information:  

 1 hours teaching per week 

During the year students study the following topics:  

Unit 1 

Building Blocks and Basic Instrument Skills 

Students will learn a variety of rhythm games and songs together with the elements of music.  Students will compose 

rhythms and vocal sounds to perform in small groups. In addition, students will also learn basic skills on band instru-

ments, simple staff and tab notation. 

Unit 2 

Music & Notation / Riffs 

This unit looks at the main riffs of the James Bond theme and focuses on whole class performances on a variety of 

instruments.  Students will learn tab notation as well as staff notation during rehearsals of a James Bond arrangement 

which is followed by a class performance, recording and appraisal. 

Unit 3 

Band Instrumental Work (1) Jason Mraz ‘I’m Yours’ 

The unit involves instrumental, ensemble and listening skills, as well as an understanding of musical structure and of 

the learning processes of ‘real’ musicians. During the unit, pupils will rehearse the song as part of a band resulting in 

an end of unit class performance and recording of I’m Yours and an appraisal session. 

Unit 4 

Band Instrumental Work (2) Three Little Birds – Bob Marley 

This unit focuses on reggae music and its key features resulting in a band performance of Three Little Birds. As be-

fore, the students build on their instrumental, ensemble and listening skills, as well as an understanding of musical 

structure and of the learning processes of ‘real’ musicians culminating in a class performance, recording and appraisal 

session. 

Unit 5 

Band Instrumental Work (3) Thinking Out Loud -  Ed Sheeran 

This unit focus on pop music and uses Ed Sheeran’s Thinking Out Loud as the model.  Again, students reinforce their 

skills on a variety of musical instruments, singing as well as working on their ensemble and listening skills.  The culmi-

nation of the unit will be a band performance and recording of Thinking Out Loud and appraisal session. 

Unit 6 

Write Your Own Song (Music and Narrative)  

Students compose their own song using a variety of instruments and voice.  The emphasis will be on music and lyrics 

telling a story.  Students will use and develop skills learnt in previous sessions. 

Parents can help by:  

 Encouraging your child to listen to a variety of musical styles.  

 Helping your child to find musical examples to supplement their coursework.  

 Checking that homework has been understood and giving  

 Encouragement and assistance where necessary.  

Other resources which might help:  

 Extra-curricular – involvement in one or more of the activities on offer in the Music Department at lunchtimes/
after school clubs.  

 Learning an instrument through the tuition scheme.  

 Access to the internet.  



Year 7 Music  Descriptor 

  Higher  

Learner 

7A1 – 

Advanced  

7A2 –Secure  

7A3 –  

Developing  

7A4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Performing Skills  

 Can perform / sing intermediate pieces accurately and with flair.  

 Can perform / sing intermediate pieces using staff and other relevant notations 
appropriately and accurately in a range of musical styles, genres and          
traditions.  

 Can perform / sing accurately and with empathy to the other performers as 
part of an ensemble and make an important contribution to the impact of the 
performance.  

 Can give direction to other performers in ensembles.  

 Can perform / sing intermediate pieces expressively with a convincing sense 
of style.  

 Can perform / sing intermediate pieces with clear articulation, phrasing and 
dynamic contrast.  

Composition Skills  

 Can compose / improvise creative pieces making imaginative use of ideas and 
conventions.  

 Can compose / improvise creative pieces making excellent use of ICT.  

 Can compose / improvise creative pieces showing excellent handling of     
resources.  

 Can compose / improvise creative pieces showing excellent structures and 
creative melodic shapes.  

Listening Skills  

 Can listen to an extended range of musical styles, genres and traditions      
critically and be able to accurately identify features within it using correct    
music language.  

 Can listen to an extended range of musical styles, genres and traditions and 
be able to accurately identify a variety of chords and instrumental techniques.  

 Can to listen to performances and suggest areas for improvement using      
musical terminology.  

Intermediate 

Learner 

7B1 – 

Advanced  

7B2 –Secure  

7B3 –  

Developing  

7B4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Performing Skills  

 Can perform / sing simple pieces mostly accurately with a few occasional 
slips.  

 Can perform / sing simple pieces mostly accurately with other performers as 
part of an ensemble and make a significant contribution to the impact of the 
performance.  

 Can perform / sing simple pieces with some expression and with some sense 
of style.  

 Can perform / sing simple pieces with some articulation, phrasing and        
dynamic contrast.  

Composition Skills  

 Can compose / improvise short or simple pieces making good use of ideas 
and conventions.  

 Can compose / improvise short or simple pieces showing good handling of 
resources.  

 Can compose / improvise short or simple pieces making good use of ICT.  

 Can compose / improvise short or simple pieces showing proportionate    
structures and melodic shapes.  



  Listening Skills  

 Can listen to a variety of musical styles, genres and traditions critically and be 
able to identify features within it using musical language.  

 Can listen to a variety of musical styles, genres and traditions and be able to 
identify some chords and instrumental techniques.  

 Can listen to performances and suggest areas for improvement using some 
musical terminology.  

Foundation 

Learner 

7C1 – 

Advanced  

7C2 –Secure  

7C3 –  

Developing  

7C4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Performing Skills  

 Can perform / sing simple pieces broadly accurately but slips interrupt the flow 
of the music.  

 Can perform / sing simple pieces broadly accurately with other performers as 
part of an ensemble showing some awareness of the other parts.  

 Can perform / sing simple pieces with an awareness of style in the more    
expressive passages.  

 Can perform / sing simple pieces with some attention to articulation, phrasing 
and dynamic contrast.  

Composition Skills  

 Can compose / improvise short or simple pieces making satisfactory use of 
ideas and conventions 

 Can compose / improvise short or simple pieces showing a satisfactory      
handling of resources.  

 Can compose / improvise short or simple pieces making satisfactory use of 
ICT.  

 Can compose / improvise short or simple pieces showing appropriate      
structures and melodic shapes.  

Listening Skills  

 Can listen to a variety of musical styles, genres and traditions and be able to 
identify some of the key features within it using appropriate language.  

 Can listen to a variety of musical styles, genres and traditions and be able to 
identify simple chords and instrumental techniques.  

 Can to listen to performances and suggest some areas for improvement / de-
velopment.  

Entry Level 

Learner 

7D1 – 

Advanced  

7D2 –Secure  

7D3 –  

Developing  

7D4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Performing Skills  

 Can attempt to perform / sing simple pieces but accuracy is only occasionally 
achieved.  

 Can attempt to perform / sing simple pieces with other performers as part of 
an ensemble but awareness of the other parts is only occasionally evident.  

 Can attempt to perform / sing simple pieces but an awareness of style is only 
occasionally evident.  

 Can attempt perform / sing simple pieces but attention to articulation, phrasing 
and dynamic contrast is only seldom evident.  

Composition Skills  

 Can compose / improvise simple pieces making very limited use of ideas and 
conventions.  

 Can compose / improvise simple pieces showing a very limited handling of 
resources.  

 Can compose / improvise simple pieces showing very limited attention to me-
lodic shape.  

Listening Skills  

 Can listen to a variety of musical styles, genres and traditions but only identify 
some of the more basic musical features within it.  

 Can listen to a variety range of musical styles, genres and traditions and only 
identify simple instrumental techniques.  

 Can listen to performances and occasionally suggest areas for improvement.  



Subject : French 

Subject Information:  

 2 hours teaching per week  

 1 x 30 minutes’ homework per week  

During the year students study the following topics:  
 

 An exchange with a school in Mali – students learn basic greetings through a pretend ex-
change program  

 

 Palmyre Zoo – students learn animals, descriptions and give opinions  
 

 A weekend in Lyon – students learn about places in the town and shopping  
 

 Zap School – students describe their day and their school  
 

 Tribes – students learn about tribes and people in the rainforest  
 

 Introduction to Spanish – basic greetings and grammar of Spanish  
 
The following grammar is also taught for active use:  
 

 The articles and gender.  
 

 Verbs in the present tense.  
 

 Adjectives and agreement.  
 

 The alphabet.  
 

 Numbers 1-100.  
 

 Subject pronouns.  
 

 Other structural features e.g. question words.  

Parents can help by:  

 

 Testing vocabulary and helping students to memorise words.  

 Listening to their children read aloud in French.  

 Listening to their children speak aloud in French.  

 Helping students with the rules of French grammar.  

 Checking SIMS to ensure homework is completed  

Other resources which might help:  

 

  A small English-Spanish dictionary.  

 A small English-French dictionary 

 Access to www.linguascope.com 



 Year 7 French Descriptor 

  Higher  

Learner 

7A1 – 

Advanced  

7A2 –Secure  

7A3 –  

Developing  

7A4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Grammar Objectives.  

 Can spell and pronounce a large number of words  

 Understand the importance of articles and adjective agreement. Apply this rule 

consistently  

 Correctly express questions  

 Correctly express opinions  

 Correctly use time phrases and connectives  

 Use the negative form correctly.  

 Correctly use the forms il y a and il n’ya pas  

 Correctly use pronouns  

 Correctly use the verbs avoir and être  

 Correctly form regular er verbs  

 Correctly form ir verbs  

 Correctly form re verbs  

 Understand reflexive verbs  

 Understand possessive pronouns  

Linguistic Competence  

 Can describe a person, place or object in detail.  

 Can recount simple chronological events  

 Can participate in simple dialogues  

 Consistently attempts to use the target language when speaking to the                  

teacher and their peers 

Intermediate 

Learner 

7B1 – 

Advanced  

7B2 –Secure  

7B3 –  

Developing  

7B4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Grammar Objectives.  

 Can spell and pronounce a number of words  

 Understand the importance of articles and adjective agreement. Attempts to 

apply this rule consistently  

 Correctly express questions  

 Correctly express opinions  

 Correctly use time phrases and connectives  

 Use the negative form correctly.  

 Correctly use the forms il y a and il n’y a pas  

 Correctly use a variety of pronouns  

 Correctly use the verbs avoir and être in some of its forms.  

 Correctly form regular er verbs in some of its forms.  

 Correctly form ir verbs in some of its forms.  

 Correctly form re verbs in some of its forms.  

 Recognise possessive pronouns  

Linguistic Competence  

 Can describe a person, place or object in some detail.  

 Can recount simple chronological events with help  

 Can participate in simple dialogues  

 Frequently uses the target language with support 



Foundation 

Learner  
7C1 – 

Advanced  

7C2 –Secure  

7C3 –  

Developing  

7C4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Grammar Objectives.  

 Can spell and pronounce a number of words  

 Understand the importance of articles and adjective agreement.  

 Attempts to express questions  

 Attempt to correctly express opinions  

 Use time phrases and connectives  

 Correctly use the forms il y a  

 Correctly use the pronoun ‘je’  

 Correctly use the verbs avoir and être in the je form.  

 Recognise verbs changing endings depending on the pronoun  

 

Linguistic Competence  

 Can describe a person, place or object  

 Can participate in simple dialogues with aid  

 Routine requests made in the target language 

Entry Level 

Learner  
7D1 – 

Advanced  

7D2 –Secure  

7D3 –  

Developing  

7D4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Grammar Objectives.  

 Can spell and pronounce a number of words with help.  

 Recognise the difference in gender  

 Respond to basic questions  

 Attempt to express opinions  

 Use the connectives ‘et’ and ‘mais’  

 Correctly use the form il y a  

 Correctly use the pronoun ‘je’  

 Attempt to correctly use the verbs avoir and être in the je form.  

 

Linguistic Competence  

 Can understand basic descriptions and use models to write their own.  

 Can participate in simple dialogues with aid  

 Attempts to use the target language in class  

 



Subject : Geography 

Subject Information:  

 

 2 hours teaching per fortnight 

 1 x 30 minutes’ homework per fortnight 

During the year students study the following topics:  
 
 

 What is Geography?  

 Wild weather.  

 Settlement.  

 Cold environments;  

 Map skills.  

  

Parents can help by:  

 

 Encouraging their children to discuss their ideas and opinions, values and attitudes and  

feelings.  

 Encouraging map reading on car journeys. Using grid references.  

 Checking the Organiser for homework.  

 Helping to learn and understand geographical terms.  

 

Other resources which might help:  

 

 TV programmes about Geography – including geographical issues that arise in the news 

e.g. flooding or weather extremes.  

 Looking at how the local area has changed geographically.  

 Internet sites on geographical topics.  

 Use of a computer to aid organisation and presentation of work.  

 Interactive Geography software.  

 Read a newspaper  



Year 7  Geography Descriptor 

  Higher  

Learner 

7A1 – 

Advanced  

7A2 –Secure  

7A3 –  

Developing  

7A4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 
 I can use globes, maps and atlases routinely in the classroom and the field.  

 I can show knowledge of the world including globally significant physical and 

human features.  

 I can clearly describe and compare differing aspects of photographs.  

 I can explain how people can adapt to plan for and survive an extreme    

weather event, plus evaluate their decisions making reference to other ex-

treme weather events.  

 I can explain why it is impossible to have no deaths from any extreme weather 

events, I can show that I understand how scale, economic, social and political 

factors may affect this.  

 I understand what sustainable means and can explain this within the context 

of my work  

 I can use geographical vocabulary confidently in my written work. I have a 

good written style and will check and correct my work without prompting.  

 I can clearly explain my own viewpoint about a specific environmental issue 

(mining of Baffin Island). I can justify and support my decision using at least 

four viewpoints.  

 I can include both environmental and economic arguments in my write up.  

 I can draw my ideas to a logical conclusion.  

 I am confident in applying map skills to Ordnance Survey maps especially 6 

figure grid references, showing relief on a map and calculating the distance 

between locations.  

Intermediate 

Learner 

7B1 – 

Advanced  

7B2 –Secure  

7B3 –  

Developing  

7B4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 I can confidently use an atlas to find information at all scales of maps.  

 I can describe the physical and human features of places  

 I can clearly describe photographs, identifying both human and physical     

features.  

 I can explain how people can adapt their behaviour and prepare to survive an 

extreme weather event.  

 I can suggest detailed reasons to explain how lives could be saved from     

extreme weather events, clearly stating why these ideas will save lives.  

 I can explain my ideas clearly and have a good geographical vocabulary.  

 I understand what sustainable means and can identify/select ‘green’ features 

in my work. I can explain my ideas clearly and can make reference to the   

impacts they may have on the environment.  

 I can apply my geographical understanding to a specific environment (Baffin 

Island) and make a sensible and justified decision for its future.  

 I can use a range of different viewpoints to help reach a decision.  

 I can compare different viewpoints and show empathy to why some groups 

may have alternative views to myself.  

 I am generally confident in applying map skills to Ordnance Survey maps;   

including 6 figure grid references. I know how to show relief on a map and can 

usually calculate the distance between locations without support  

 



Foundation 

Learner 

7C1 – 

Advanced  

7C2 –Secure  

7C3 –  

Developing  

7C4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 I can use an atlas by myself and mostly find the correct information  

 I can identify a physical feature in an area for myself without help  

 I can describe some aspects of a photograph writing in sentences. I may be 

able to describe physical and human characteristics if reminded.  

 I can describe in a basic way how people may be affected by an extreme 

weather event  

 I may be able to suggest reasons to describe how lives could be saved from 

extreme weather events  

 I can explain my ideas in a basic way. I try to use geographical terms in my 

work and can write my ideas in sentences.  

 I can give my own opinion to support what I am saying.  

 I can say why I agree with a particular decision when applied to a place (Baffin 

Island).  

 I can choose at least two viewpoints of other groups that support my ideas.  

 I can complete some skills independently when applying map skills to        

Ordnance Survey maps.  

 I can use 4 figure grid references confidently and mostly can find a 6 figure 

grid reference for a specified place/feature. 

 I know how relief is shown on a map. With some support I can use the scale 

and calculate the distance between places.  

Entry Level 

Learner 

7D1 – 

Advanced  

7D2 –Secure  

7D3 –  

Developing  

7D4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 I can use an atlas with help  

 If prompted I can identify a physical feature in an area studied  

 I can name some features that I find in a photograph.  

 I can recall some dangers facing people exposed to extreme weather events  

 I can follow instructions to complete a task.  

 I can use basic calculations when buying items for my village.  

 I can offer a reason for my ideas if asked verbally.  

 I can use the support sheet or ideas from classwork to inform my work.  

 I can show I understand that a polar environment such as Baffin Island is   

different to where we live.  

 I can make a decision to say whether mining should happen on Baffin Island 

or not, but may struggle to give reasons for why I think this.  

 I can apply some basic map Skills to Ordnance Survey maps. I can use 4   

figure grid references and may be able to find a 6 figure grid reference for a 

specified place/feature with help.  

 I know the four compass directions and can follow basic instructions on a map 

to move from one location to another.  



Subject : History 

Subject Information:  

 2 hours teaching per fortnight. 

 Homework will be set fortnightly.  

 Pupils will be asked to complete all sorts of activities for homework including research,   

worksheets and extended writing. Staff are happy to help pupils if needed and pupils are 

welcome to work in the department at lunchtimes.  

 Our goal is that pupils will develop a love of History and will become skilled at presenting 

their ideas in a variety of ways such as newspaper reports, presentations, letters and role 

plays to name a few.  

During the year students study the following topics:  

 

 Introduction – We look at the use of different sorts of evidence and how a good detective 

can make a great historian.  

 

 Power and Control – Having focused on historical skills we will then study a pivotal year in 

English history: 1066. We will act out the Battle of Hastings and gain an understanding of 

how William to Conqueror secured control of England.  

 

 Medieval Life – During the Spring Term pupils learn about the importance of Church in the 

Middle Ages and what people believed they had to do in order to get to heaven. Pupils    

investigate how the Black Death swept through Medieval England leaving people coughing 

and spluttering with revolting boils under their armpits the size of apples! We also have a 

look at the nature of law and order in the Middle Ages and how people were punished in  

bizarre and cruel ways.  

 

 The Tudors – We end the year by discovering all about the Tudors including why Henry VIII 

broke with Rome, why Mary burned 300 people at the stake and how Elizabeth triumphed 

during the Spanish Armada.  

  

Parents can help by:  

 Encouraging their children to discuss their ideas and opinions, values and attitudes and  

feelings.  

 Encouraging reading- both fact and suitable fiction (the ‘Horrible Histories’ are useful books).  

 Visits – castles and Tudor homes e.g. Hardwick Hall. Bosworth battlefield is good for the 

Middle Ages. Eyam is a good venue to learn about the plague even though it’s from a later 

period.  

 Checking the organiser and homework on SIMs.  

 Reading their child’s work, particularly assessments.  

Other resources which might help:  

 TV programmes about History.  

 Library books about the Middle Ages and the Tudors.  

 Internet sites on historical topics – try www.bbc.co.uk/history  



Year 7  History Descriptor 

  Higher  

Learner 

7A1 – 

Advanced  

7A2 –Secure  

7A3 –  

Developing  

7A4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING  

 1066 and the conflict over who should be king.  

 The Battle of Hastings and why William won. The death of Thomas Becket 

and who was to blame.  

 Medieval Society – how it was controlled through castles and the feudal sys-

tem, what life was like for ordinary people, the influence of the Church.  

 The causes and impact of the Black Death.  

 Tudor Kings and Queens – how they ruled England, what changes they made 

to religion and why Elizabeth went to war with Spain.  

 

HISTORICAL SKILLS  

 Can describe society and explain how its organisation affected the people.  

 Can describe an historical site or event and explain the impact on a local or 

national level.  

 Can explain in detail how a place or feature of life has changed over time.  

 Can explain multiple causes of events and begin to explore the links between 

them.  

 Can explain why people or events are important and explain their long and 

short term impacts.  

 Can explain whether a source is useful and reliable.  

 Can support arguments with specific pieces of evidence from sources and 

from own knowledge.  

 Can explain more than one point of view and reach conclusions which are well 

supported by evidence.  

 Can explain a range of arguments.  

 

LITERACY SKILLS  

 Uses subject specific terminology with good understanding of meaning.  

 Can structure their work in paragraphs and create well-structured pieces of 

extended writing.  

 Can write in complex sentences and use a wide variety of connectives.  
 

 Spelling and grammar is mostly accurate.  
 

Intermediate 

Learner 

7B1 – 

Advanced  

7B2 –Secure  

7B3 –  

Developing  

7B4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING  

 1066 and the conflict over who should be king.  

 The Battle of Hastings and why William won. The death of Thomas Becket 

and who was to blame.  

 Medieval Society – how it was controlled through castles and the feudal sys-

tem, what life was like for ordinary people, the influence of the Church.  

 The causes and impact of the Black Death.  

 Tudor Kings and Queens – how they ruled England, what changes they made 

to religion and why Elizabeth went to war with Spain.  



  HISTORICAL SKILLS:  

 Can describe society and how it was organised.  

 Can describe an historical event or site of local importance.  

 Can describe how a place or feature of life has changed over time.  

 Can identify a range of causes.  

 Can describe historical people and events and begin to explain their impacts.  

 Can begin to explain whether a source is useful and reliable.  

 Can use examples to support their argument.  

 Can consider more than one point of view.  

 Can describe a range of arguments.  

 

LITERACY SKILLS  

 Uses subject specific terminology with some understanding of meaning.  

 Can structure their work in paragraphs.  

 Can write in complex sentences and use different connectives.  

 Key words are spelled correctly and capital letters and full stops are usually 

used correctly. 

Foundation 

Learner 

7C1 – 

Advanced  

7C2 –Secure  

7C3 –  

Developing  

7C4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING  

 1066 and the conflict over who should be king.  

 The Battle of Hastings and why William won. The death of Thomas Becket 

and who was to blame.  

 Medieval Society – how it was controlled through castles and the feudal sys-

tem, what life was like for ordinary people, the influence of the Church.  

 The causes and impact of the Black Death.  

 Tudor Kings and Queens – how they ruled England, what changes they made 

to religion and why Elizabeth went to war with Spain.  

 

HISTORICAL SKILLS  

 Can begin to describe society and identify ways in which it was organised.  

 Can begin to describe an historical event or site of local importance.  

 Can describe a person or event.  

 Can identify causes of an event.  

 Can begin to describe historical people and events.  

 Can produce simple statements regarding the reliability and utility of sources.  

 Can identify examples and evidence relevant to an historical question.  

 Can identify a range of arguments.  

 

LITERACY SKILLS  

 Uses subject specific terminology.  

 Structures their work in sentences.  

 Can demonstrate some correct use of capital letters and full stops 

 



Year 7  History Descriptor 

Entry Level 

Learner 

7D1 – 

Advanced  

7D2 –Secure  

7D3 –  

Developing  

7D4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING  

 1066 and the conflict over who should be king.  

 The Battle of Hastings and why William won. The death of Thomas Becket 

and who was to blame.  

 Medieval Society – how it was controlled through castles and the feudal sys-

tem, what life was like for ordinary people, the influence of the Church.  

 The causes and impact of the Black Death.  

 Tudor Kings and Queens – how they ruled England, what changes they made 

to religion and why Elizabeth went to war with Spain.  

 

HISTORICAL SKILLS  

 Can identify features of society.  

 Can identify local historical sites or events.  

 Can produce a brief verbal description of a person or an event but cannot 

translate this into written work.  

 Can identify some of the following: who has produced a source and when it 

was produced.  

 Can select pieces of historical evidence.  

 Can identify an argument or opinion.  

 Provides facts  

 

LITERACY SKILLS  

 Uses some key words  

 Is beginning to structure work in sentences.  

 Can demonstrate some use of capital letters and full stops.  

   



Subject : Information Technology 

Subject Information:  

 1 hour teaching per week. 

 1 piece of homework per fortnight (approx. 20 minutes-set as appropriate). 

 

During the year students study the following topics:  

 

 Units to explore the nature of information and the way in which technology can help us to 

communicate and process data.  Students practise basic skills to help them produce        

publications, search for information and process data in a spreadsheet.  They will devise 

algorithms and write programs to create solutions to a problem.  Students will investigate 

aspects of e-safety and how to stay safe online, whilst learning about basic computing     

theory. 

 Students  will develop confidence and satisfaction in the appropriate use of IT and the ways 

in which different IT devices serve and shape everyday life.   

Parents can help by:  

 Encouraging them to think about order and sequence and how tasks may be broken down 
into simple steps.  

 Discussing with them the use of IT in everyday life – both the good and bad points. 

 Helping them to understand the benefits and drawbacks of using the World Wide Web and 
how to stay safe when using the internet. 

Other resources which might help:  

 A computer or mobile device to use at home. 

 Computer magazines or ICT related articles. 

 Your involvement in their understanding of the risks of ‘life online’ -  eg social media        
platforms, including Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  

 www.code.org website 

 Free software to download to help with programming such ‘Scratch’. 

 Try programming the virtual micro-bit computer - www.microbit.co.uk 

http://www.code.org
http://www.microbit.co.uk


Year 7  IT Descriptor 

  Higher  

Learner 

7A1 – 

Advanced  

7A2 –Secure  

7A3 –  

Developing  

7A4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 Understand how designs can model real world situations, eg. Uses flow-

charts, diagrams, ‘step by step’ lists with an element of detail and complexity. 

 Knows about key algorithms for simple tasks such as sorting and searching.  

Eg.  Uses a simple description to say how a solution can be arrived at. 

 Can compare and evaluate the usefulness of alternative algorithms for the 

same task 

 Can work thoughtfully and reflectively on a project brief which includes a   

number of applications and requires a creative solution, using a range of    

software tools and methods. Eg. May construct a presentation or spreadsheet 

that uses several techniques in creation. 

 Uses IT safely and mindfully and appreciates some implications of poor use. 

Intermediate 

Learner 

7B1 – 

Advanced  

7B2 –Secure  

7B3 –  

Developing  

7B4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 Understand how designs can model real world situations 

 Knows of some key algorithms for simple tasks such as sorting and searching   

Eg provides simple description of methods 

 Can describe alternative algorithms for the same task 

 Can work thoughtfully and reflectively on a project brief which includes a  

number of applications and requires a creative solution   Eg. Create a         

document that uses several techniques in construction. 

 Uses IT safely and mindful of why this is important.  

Foundation 

Learner 

7C1 – 

Advanced  

7C2 –Secure  

7C3 –  

Developing  

7C4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 Understand how designs can model real world situations, Eg.  Attempts to use 

suitable diagrams, algorithms etc. 

 Knows some algorithms for simple tasks such as sorting and searching  Eg. 

May provide simple descriptions. 

 Can describe the usefulness of alternative algorithms for the same task 

 Can work thoughtfully on a project brief which includes a number of             

applications and requires a creative solution using text and images.             

Eg. publications with text, image and other effects as required. 

 Uses IT safely and is mindful of why this is needed.  

Entry Level 

Learner 

7D1 – 

Advanced  

7D2 –Secure  

7D3 –  

Developing  

7D4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 Understands that designs can model a real world situation   Eg use a simple 

description to describe to explain a design. 

 Knows of some key methods for simple tasks. 

 Suggests reasons for the usefulness of alternative methods for the same task 

 Can produce work which requires use of at least 2 software tools and com-

bines text and image data. Eg. A presentation that uses text, image, a        

transition and backgrounds. 

 Uses IT safely and sensibly but not fully appreciate implications of poor use.  



Subject : Physical Education 

Subject Information:  

 4 hours teaching per fortnight 

 

During the year students study the following topics:  

 

 Games – basketball, football, handball, netball, rugby, striking and fielding, badminton and 

table tennis.  

 

 Gymnastics & Trampolining – students will be taught to develop specific gymnastic/

trampolining techniques and to perform these consistently. They will be required to create, 

plan, perform and evaluate sequences/routines.  

 

 Health & Fitness – students are taught about what is required to lead a “healthy lifestyle.” 

Students will experience different types of exercise including use of the School Fitness 

Suite.  

 

 Athletics – students are taught a range of running, jumping and throwing techniques. They 

will learn the rules regarding the events and all relevant safety procedures.  

 

 Students will be taught how to outwit opponents, replicate actions and sequences            

accurately, explore and communicate ideas and concepts, perform at maximum levels,   

identify problems and overcome challenges.  

 Students will also get chance to develop their leadership skills within their PE lessons.  

 In all activities students will be taught to develop their knowledge of health, fitness and    

safety.  

Parents can help by:  

 Ensuring students have the right kit.  

 Students must bring their PE kit to all lessons. If the student is unwell or injured a note must 

be written informing the staff of the problem. Lessons will be adapted to meet the needs of 

the student’s illness or injury. The only exception to this if there are wearing a cast for a   

broken bone or are on crutches  

 We recommend the use of shin pads for football and correctly fitted mouth guards for rugby.  

 

Other resources which might help:  

 Extra-curricular – there will be an opportunity for students to further develop their skills at 

lunchtimes/after school clubs. Students should refer to information posted on the screens 

around school and the website to keep up to date with the OSHL programme  

 



Year 7  PE Descriptor 

  Higher  

Learner 

7A1 – 

Advanced  

7A2 –Secure  

7A3 –  

Developing  

7A4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 I can physically (endurance, speed, strength, flexibility) cope with the          

demands of the activity  

  I have determination and resilience to succeed and keep going in challenging 

situations  

  I am capable of supporting others to develop and progress  

  I can evaluate strengths and weaknesses using correct terminology and   

suggest improvements positively impacting performance  

  I know the rules and could officiate in some sports  

  I know tactics and could apply them in some sports  

  I am able to perform sport specific techniques in my preferred activities with 

control and consistency when under pressure  

  I can perform a sequence of movements showing clarity, flow and complexity 

in my performance  

  I am competent in at least 3 different sporting  activities 

Intermediate 

Learner 

7B1 – 

Advanced  

7B2 –Secure  

7B3 –  

Developing  

7B4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 More than one area of my physical capacity is developed to cope with the  

demands of the activity  

 I have determination and resilience to succeed and keep going in most      

challenging situations  

 I can sometimes support others in the development and progression  

 I can evaluate strengths and weaknesses using correct terminology and     

suggest improvements  

 I know the basic rules and could officiate in some sports  

 I know basic tactics and could apply them in some sports  

 I am able to perform sport specific techniques in my preferred activities with 

some control and consistency  

 I can perform a sequence of a range of movements showing control with some 

flow in my performance  

 I am competent in at least 2 different sporting activities  

Foundation 

Learner 

7C1 – 

Advanced  

7C2 –Secure  

7C3 –  

Developing  

7C4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 Limited physical capacity is developed to cope with the demands of the       

activity  

 I have determination and resilience to succeed and keep going in some     

challenging situations  

 I have the confidence to attempt supporting others  

 I can evaluate strengths and weaknesses using some correct terminology  

 I can follow the basic rules  

 I can follow basic tactics  

 I attempt to perform some sport specific techniques with limited control and 

consistency  

 I can perform a sequence of movements showing some control with some flow 

in my performance  



Entry Level 

Learner 

7D1 – 

Advanced  

7D2 –Secure  

7D3 –  

Developing  

7D4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

 I am developing my physical capacity to cope with the demands of an activity  

 I have the confidence to have a go but avoid challenging situations  

 I can observe a performance and give my opinion using basic terminology  

 I can follow the basic rules in some activities with support and guidance  

 I can follow basic tactics in some activities with support and guidance  

 I attempt to perform some sport specific techniques  

 I can perform a sequence of basic movements with support and movement 

 



Subject : Personal Social Health and Citizenship Education (PSHCE) 

Subject Information:  

 1 hours lesson per week 

 

During the year students study the following topics:  

 

 All About Me – Students finding out what PSHCE is all about, how to cope with change and 
friendships-old and new.  

 

 Healthy Lifestyles – Students share awareness of a good diet and exercise and the im-
portance of emotional health.  

 

 Rules and fairness, rights and responsibilities – Students look at how the law affects 
young people, the youth court and sentencing.  

 

 Economic Well Being – Students look at earning and spending, pocket money and ways of 
saving.  

 

 Send my Friend to School – Students take part in the national campaign to try and make 
sure children Worldwide get an education.  

 

 Local communities – Students find out where the council spend their money, how we can 
deal with conflict in communities and take part in a local council election.  

 

Parents can help by:  

 

 Encouraging their children to discuss topical issues at home, help students to accept differ-

ent viewpoints, justify arguments, and express themselves clearly.  

 Check students’ organisers.  

 Discussing with them the PSHCE module being followed and show them where it is occur-

ring in everyday life.  

 Encourage students to watch the local and national news  

 
 

 

Other resources which might help:  

 

 Discussion of relevant newspaper articles or TV e.g. issues raised in Soaps, Sitcoms or   

documentaries.  

 Use of the internet – websites linked to the topics being studied.  



Subject : Religious Studies 

Subject Information:  

 2 hours teaching per fortnight.  

 1 piece of homework per fortnight.  

 Our goal is to introduce pupils to a range of moral and religious issues, encouraging them to 

share their own opinions and beliefs.  

During the year students study the following topics:  

 Journeys- This unit encourages pupils to consider their own viewpoints on moral issues. 

Pupils begin to discuss their own ideas; taking into consideration their past experiences in 

contemplating how they reach decisions. Pupils explore the community to which they belong 

and share their experiences of starting a new school and other key events in their lives.    

Pupils will also complete research on ‘rites of passage’ in other religions.  

 Belief – This unit introduces pupils to the 6 major world religions and identifies the meaning 

of belonging to a religion. It explores the various ways of identifying people from different 

communities and religions, identifying the meaning and importance of religious and secular 

symbols in our world today. Pupils will research one religion in detail and create a market 

stall for this religion. Other pupils will then learn about the other religions from their         

classmates’ stalls.  

 World Changers – this unit discusses what we look for in a role-model. It discusses the   

issues surrounding prejudice and discrimination. It then explores important religious people 

throughout history and how they have inspired and have changed the world.  

 Special days and celebrations – this unit explores the importance of special events in    

history and how these are remembered by future generations. Work includes studying the 

importance of Easter, Passover and Sabbath and the values and customs belonging to the 6 

world religions.  

 Christianity – this unit focuses in on one of the major world religions: Christianity. It will  

require pupils to develop detail and understanding of this religion. Pupils will look at: The 

Christian beliefs about deity, worship, stories and miracles, crucifixion and resurrection. This 

unit will also involve a trip to Southwell Minster for the day where they develop                 

understanding of Christianity from a first-hand research approach.  

Parents can help by:  

 Encouraging their children to discuss their ideas and opinions, values and attitudes and feel-

ings.  

 Looking through their child’s exercise book, encouraging presentation and organisation.  

 Helping them to prepare for assessment tests by encouraging revision and research  

 

Other resources which might help:  

 Magazines, newspapers, books for information and inspiration.  

 Encourage them to be aware of the religious life in Nottingham through buildings, culture, 

dress and food.  

 Relevant TV programmes and websites www.bbc.co.uk/relgion and 4thought TV on Channel 

4 

 



Year 7  RE Descriptor 

  Higher  

Learner 

7A1 – 

Advanced  

7A2 –Secure  

7A3 –  

Developing  

7A4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Knowledge and understanding of:  

 Beliefs and practices within different religions in detail: Christianity; the       

importance of festivals, in particular Easter and Christmas.  

 Beliefs and practices within places of worship.  

 Diversity of beliefs and practices within religions in detail; see how different 

types of Christianity practice/celebrate festivals - Easter and Christmas.  

 Can describe and explain different Christian places of worship: what how they 

reflect the nature of worship and belief(s).  

 Non-religious views and responses to religious views in detail: be able to    

explain why some people believe in God and some don’t. How some non-

religious people celebrate Christmas?  

 Ultimate questions that are raised by human life in some detail; question the 

existence of God, and why how humans exist. Is it right that non-religious  

people celebrate Christmas?  

 How individuals have shaped religion(s) society in some detail: look at the 

roles of: Martin Luther King, Mother Teresa and Moses.  

RS Skill  

 Identify-What religious people believe, what they do to practice their faith.  

 Describe-Can describe what people believe. Can describer with examples 

how people practice their faith.  

 Explain-Can give reasons for what people believe, how they practice their 

faith, why some disagree.  

 Explain clearly - Developed reasons which include: what, how and why. A 

range of examples given to support reasons. Clearly expressed using a range  

 Express- a range of different views and opinions and support with evidence 

and examples.  

 Evaluate-Consider and range of different viewpoints and then come to own 

view(s).  

Literacy Skill  

 Uses subject specific terminology with good understanding of meaning.  

 Can structure their work in paragraphs and create well-structured pieces of 

extended writing.  

 Can write in complex sentences and use a wide variety of connectives.  

 Spelling and grammar is mostly accurate.  

Intermediate 

Learner 

7B1 – 

Advanced  

7B2 –Secure  

7B3 –  

Developing  

7B4 –  

Progress  

Knowledge and understanding of:  

 Beliefs and practices within different religions in detail: Christianity; the       

importance of festivals, in particular Easter and Christmas.  

 Beliefs and practices within places of worship.  

 Diversity of beliefs and practices within religions in detail; see how different 

types of Christianity practice/celebrate festivals—Easter and Christmas 



   Can describe and explain different Christian places of worship: what how they 

reflect the nature of worship and belief(s).  

 Non-religious views and responses to religious views in detail: be able to    

explain why some people believe in God and some don’t. How some non-

religious people celebrate Christmas?  

 Ultimate questions that are raised by human life in some detail; question the 

existence of God, and why how humans exist. Is it right that non-religious   

people celebrate Christmas?  

 How individuals have shaped religion(s) society in some detail: look at the 

roles of: Martin Luther King, Mother Teresa and Moses.  

 

RS Skill  

 Identify-What religious people believe, what they do to practice their faith.  

 Describe-Can describe what people believe. Can describer with examples 

how people practice their faith.  

 Explain-Can give reasons for what people believe, how they practice their 

faith, why some disagree.  

 reasons. Clearly expressed using a range  

 Express- a range of different views and opinions and support with evidence 

and examples.  

 Evaluate-Consider and range of different viewpoints and then come to own 

view(s).  

 

Literacy Skill  

 Uses subject specific terminology with some understanding of meaning.  

 Can structure their work in paragraphs.  

 Can write in complex sentences and use different connectives.  

 Key words are spelled correctly and capital letters and full stops are usually 

used correctly.  

Foundation 

Learner 

7C1 – 

Advanced  

7C2 –Secure  

7C3 –  

Developing  

7C4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Knowledge and understanding of:  

 Beliefs and practices within different religions in detail: Christianity; the       

importance of festivals, in particular Easter and Christmas.  

 Beliefs and practices within places of worship.  

 Can describe and explain different Christian places of worship: what how they 

reflect the nature of worship and belief(s).  

 Non-religious views and responses to religious views in detail: be able to    

explain why some people believe in God and some don’t. How some non-

religious people celebrate Christmas?  

 Ultimate questions that are raised by human life in some detail; question the 

existence of God, and why how humans exist. Is it right that non-religious   

people celebrate Christmas?  

 How individuals have shaped religion(s) society in some detail: look at the 

roles of: Martin Luther King, Mother Teresa and Moses.  



  RS Skill  

 Identify-What religious people believe, what they do to practice their faith.  

 Describe-Can describe what people believe. Can describer with examples 

how people practice their faith.  

 Describe in detail - Can give clear descriptions: using examples to support 

what people believe and how they practice their faith.  

 

Literacy Skill  

 Uses subject specific terminology.  

 Structures their work in sentences.  

 Can demonstrate some correct use of capital letters and full stops 

 

Entry Level 

Learner 

7D1 – 

Advanced  

7D2 –Secure  

7D3 –  

Developing  

7D4 –  

Progress  

  Warning  

Knowledge and understanding of:  

 Beliefs and practices within different religions in detail: Christianity; the       

importance of festivals, in particular Easter and Christmas.  

 Beliefs and practices within places of worship.  

 Can describe and explain different Christian places of worship: what how they 

reflect the nature of worship and belief(s).  

 Non-religious views and responses to religious views in detail: be able to    

explain why some people believe in God and some don’t. How some non-

religious people celebrate Christmas?  

 Ultimate questions that are raised by human life in some detail; question the 

existence of God, and why how humans exist. Is it right that non-religious   

people celebrate Christmas?  

 How individuals have shaped religion(s) society in some detail: look at the 

roles of: Martin Luther King, Mother Teresa and Moses.  

 

RS Skill  

 Identify-What religious people believe, what they do to practice their faith.  

 Describe-Can describe what people believe. Can describer with examples 

how people practice their faith.  

 

Literacy Skill  

 Uses some key words  

 Is beginning to structure work in sentences.  

 Can demonstrate some use of capital letters and full stops. 



SOME USEFUL SITES:  

www.samlearning.co.uk  

www.bbc.co.uk/schools  

www.s-cool.co.uk  

www.antibullying.net  

www.schoolzone.co.uk  

http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/nyrp  

http://familylives.org.uk/  

http://www.learnthings.co.uk/  

www.booktrust.org.uk  

www.rsrevision.com  

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/religion/  

www.languagesonline.org.uk  

www.mymaths.co.uk  

http://www.guardian.co.uk/childrens-books-site  

http://www.literatureforlads.com/p/a-z-reviews.html  

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/  

http://www.meettheauthor.co.uk/home.html  

http://bookzone4boys.blogspot.co.uk/ 

The Internet 


