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Dear Parent / Carer 

I was delighted to attend the County Rugby Festival / Finals Day 

at Lady Bay Sports Ground in Nottingham recently. As you will 

see we had Year 7, Year 8 and Year 10 teams at the event which 

meant over 50 boys participating. I understand that our girls’ 

teams have also been doing very well. 

It is also very nice to report that all the teams were unbeaten, the 
boys really enjoyed the ‘teamship’ of the event and they were 
great ambassadors for the school. The Year 10 team produced 
the ‘icing on the cake’ with a fantastic performance to defeat West 
Bridgford School 55-5. Speaking to staff, the players and some 
parents there was frustration that our teams do not get the        
opportunity to play more fixtures. This has been a topic of        
conversation for some time at school, in not only rugby but other 
sports. On a number of occasions recently other schools have 
cancelled matches at the very last minute citing various excuses.  
I had the opportunity to discuss this with the Rugby Development 
Officers at the event and they confirmed how difficult they were 
finding it to encourage schools to take part in their sport. This is 
due to financial pressures, the reduction of staff in many PE     
departments and a total focus on academic subjects by schools 
under pressure to produce examination outcomes. I do             
understand how difficult it is for schools in the current climate but I 
have asked the Head of PE to investigate other potential avenues 
to increase the number of fixtures for our teams in the near future. 
A massive thank you to the PE department and Mr Musgrove for 
giving our students the opportunity to participate in this event and 
throughout the season. 
David Bell 



Well done to Phoebe who competed at Sheepgate      
dressage championships earlier this month.   

She started the first day with the freestyle to music class 
(the music is choreographed to match the horses footfalls) 
Phoebe claimed first place with a percentage of 67.50%.   

The heat over the weekend was unfortunately a problem 
to Bruce (the horse) and he lost a little of his sparkle.  But 
this didn’t stop the pair and in the championship classes, 
which are judged over the two days, Phoebe was placed 
9th overall. 

What a great weekend. 

Fine margins mean JWS miss out on the Futsal National Finals 

Our year 9/10 girl’s futsal team travelled to Birmingham on Tuesday 24 April to compete in the regional finals of the 
EFL under 15 futsal cup. The girls represented Mansfield Town, having won the local qualifying tournament. They 
were up against some tough competition and had to play each team twice. After the first round of games, JWS were 
sitting pretty at the top of the league, having secured 7 points out of a possible 9.  

However, unfortunately it was not meant to be and the girls missed out on a qualifying spot for the National Finals on 
goal difference. The team played some fantastic futsal and were, as always, a credit to the school! 

National Girl’s Football Week 

JWS took part in the FA’s National Girl’s Football Week, running different activities to support the event.  

Mansfield Town Football in the Community ran the girl’s football session, which involved lots of different games and 
activities. The session culminated in a penalty shoot-out, with Lottie Pidding in year 10 taking the prize!  

There was also a “beat the staff” futsal game, which took place during Friday lunchtime. A strong team of Mrs Small-
man, Mrs Tindle, Miss Balchin, Miss Alfonso and Miss Allen took on different teams of students in a series of short 
games.    

Many of the games were very close with some teams beating the teachers!  

It was great to see so many girls participating in football activities over the week and we look forward to the new   
season next year. 

Joshua Tarry 

Huge congratulations to Y12 student 

Joshua Tarry who has been asked to 

skate professionally in Canada.  This is 

a great opportunity for Josh and we 

wish him well in his future ventures.   

County cricket honours for Lawrence 

Lawrence Burton, in year 7, has recently been 
selected for the Notts County Cricket under 12 
squad.  

Lawrence will take part in a series of fixtures 
against other county teams during the summer 
cricket season.  Congratulations Lawrence and 
good luck! 



Rugby success for JWS 

The Joseph Whitaker School years 7, 8 and 10 competed in the County Rugby Finals at Lady Bay Sports ground 
in Nottingham.  

Year 7 lived up to their expectations as they played 5 games, drawing one and winning 4. The work rate, vision 
and energy ensured that they were dominant in every game that they played. For a team with little experience, 
they surpassed everyone’s expectations and won the festival.  

After an indifferent year, Year 8 arrived looking for some confidence to end the season on. However, after a 
draw in the opening game to Tuxford, a team who beat the boys earlier in the season, they then went on to beat 
Christ the King, National and Brunts. The boys were superb in all of their matches and showed how far they had 
developed this season and that hard work in training does pay off.  

Finally, in the showcase of the afternoon, the Year 10 boys took on EMET rivals West Bridgford in the County 
Cup Final. From the start, it was clear that only one team was going to win and they put their opponents to the 
sword. The final result was 55-5 as the referee halted the game early.  

This has been a tremendously successful season which has seen the school not only win three County         
competitions but also, for the first time ever, get a girls team onto the pitch. Next year will be a big year as we 
look to move forward and develop rugby even more.  

ASP complete their Lowland Leader Awards 

The year 12 and year 13 undertook their Lowland Leader Award final assessments from Wednesday 9 – Friday 
11 May. The year 12 students were completing their Level 2 Assistant Lowland Leader Award, whereas the year 
13s were completing their Level 3 Lowland Leader Awards. To pass the course, students must be able to        
successfully lead an expedition into the peaks. This includes navigation, planning, preparation, group              
management and camping skills. 

The students embarked on a two-day expedition in the Peak District. They were fantastic over the two days and 
all successfully passed their course. The highlight was the hike to the top of Lose Hill for the amazing views! 

High Jump victory for Tia 

Tia Jones, a year 7 student, 
recently competed in the 
County Athletics              
Championships in high jump, 
shot putt and the 100 metre 
sprint.  

Tia enjoyed a very successful 
competition, winning the high 
jump with a clearance of 
1.25m. She also came 4th in 
the shot putt competition and 
qualified for the 100M finals. 
Well done Tia and we look                
forward to seeing you in action 
competing for JWS! 

JWS Leadership Academy 

The JWS Leadership Academy continues to grow 
from strength to strength with more students  
completing step one and step two of the         
leadership pyramid. We are yet to have a student 
complete step three so look forward to that     
forthcoming achievement! 

The leaders who have been completing the       
pyramid have been very busy in helping with    
external events run by our School Sport          
Partnership.  

Students from year 7, 8, 9 and 10 have been  
supporting the running of tennis festivals with   
local primary schools and Hi5 Netball events.  

This is the first time that leaders from JWS have 
been used for supporting the running of external 
events. Hopefully, as the JWS Leadership    
Academy continues to grow, so will our             
involvement in the leadership of these events. 



European Ice Hockey 

Tournament 

Well done to Nathan Mead 

and Will Gibbons who were selected to take part in a 

European Ice Hockey Tournament in April. 

Both boys play for Sutton Sting U14 Tilburg Trappers 

Team. They were chosen for their exceptional talent 

and dedication and we wish them every success for 

their future. 

The Sixth Form Football team were victorious in the Mansfield Town Chairman’s Cup, played at the One 
Call Stadium, beating Samworth in the Final 2-0.  The team earnt their place in the final beating Tuxford    
4-2 and Ashfield 6-2 in the earlier rounds. 

The final was a close encounter which could have ended differently if Samworth had made the most of 
their first half domination of possession, however Joseph Whitaker went in 1-0 up at the half time break 
thanks to a 25 yard screamer from Jack Booler (which the goalkeeper unfortunately dropped into his own 
net).  The second half was much improved with the back two of Christian Thatcher and William Taylor 
proving impenetrable and the ever impressive Taylor Bagshaw dictating play in midfield.  The game was 
pretty much decided mid-way through the second half as Oliver Jackson applied pressure on the        
Samworth fullback, disposing him of possession, before unselfishly squaring for the ball to Jack Booler to 
score his second of the game. 

The Sixth Form team have been a credit to the school this year, and were very unlucky to be knocked out 
of the County Cup in the Quarter Finals.  There have been over 20 players who have represented the 
Sixth Form team at some point this season and they have all contributed to the success and fully deserve 
the silverware.  Well done! 

Mansfield Town Cup 

English Schools Athletics Cup 

On Tuesday JWS entered the English Schools Athletics 
Cup at Toothill with over 50 students representing the 
school in track and field events.  

In the Junior girls competition JWS finished 3rd with a 
points total of 229 and the senior girls JWS tied in 3rd 
place with Outwood Academy Valley with 198 points.  

In the Junior Boys Competition JWS finished 4th just 
behind Nottingham High School with 286 points. In the 
Senior Boys JWS finished in 3rd with a very respectable 
total of 375 points narrowly missing out on second by 
just two points.  

Although, this is a team event there were some stand 
out performances with some students scoring very 
highly and even breaking year group athletics records 
in the process.  

The PE department would like to congratulate all      
involved on the day.   

Libby Gascoyne  7 200m 32.3s 

Beth Hamilton    7 1500m 5.20.08 

Ella Booth             8 300m 52.2 

Katy Mae Curtis  8 1500m 6.35.7 

Ella Boddington   9 Long Jump 4.18m 

Aaliyah Taylor Nelson      10 High Jump 1.23m 

Francis Dermody             8 300m 45.2 

Joshua Chick      8 800m 2.38.2 

Jacob Owen       7 1500m 6.01.6 

Cody Harwood   8 1500m 5.30.9 

Harry Bolam       7 Javelin 31.13m 

Tom Davies        10 100m 11.8 

Jack Taylor           10 300m 39.9 

Nathan O’Mara 10 800m 2.17.5 

Issac Lindsey 10 1500m 4.59.5 

Jack Taylor 10 Long Jump 5.88m 

Tom Davies 10 Triple Jump 11.74m 



The Duke of Edinburgh programme is now in full swing.  The 2 Gold groups have undertaken additional 
training in the Yorkshire Dales between the 19 & 23 of April in some very changeable conditions.  The 
groups arrived in 25 degree heat and at one point it was only 1 degree on the summit of Whernside.  The 
groups completed an extended version of the “Yorkshire 3 Peaks Challenge”, summiting Pen y Ghent, 
Whernside & Inglebrough.  The groups will next be taking part in the qualifying expedition in the Lake District 
where they plan to summit 8 of the highest 10 mountains in the area. 

Over the 28 & 29 April 80 students attended the Bronze 
training weekend which was supported by the    Advanced 
Sports Programme students and 12 staff.  The training 
weekend included a training day walk, campcraft, naviga-
tion, map skills and cooking skills. All 13 teams       dis-
played exceptional standards in preparation for their Prac-
tice Expedition which takes place on the 19 & 20 May 
2018. 



Performing Arts 

NYCGB Live at Lunch  

On the 18 April our school choir of 45 students attended National 
Youth Choir Live at Lunch. This was held at the Royal Concert Hall 
in Nottingham. This is the 3rd NYCGB event that we have attended 
and each time we see our choir grow in confidence and ability. The 
choir sung ‘How Far I’ll Go’ from the hit Disney film Moana. In    
addition to this the choir were also involved in the whole ensemble 
pieces with 6 other choirs.  

All of our students were outstanding and should be very proud of 
this event. 

Performing Arts Showcase  

On Friday 6 July the performing arts department have their 
annual showcase. The showcase promises to bring a    
variety of devised drama, musical theatre and a spot of 
music to get you ready for the summer!  

Please come along and support our staff and students. 
Tickets will be available after half term from student       
services. Tickets are £3 for adults and £2 for children.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Music Summer Concert 

Please come along to the Summer concert on the 
19 July in the school hall.  

Get ready for an excellent evening of music from 
our very talented students. 

Disney’s Beauty and the Beast 

It is that time again, the JWSMTC production will be running again in September!  

This time we are lucky to have been able to obtain the rights for Disney’s Beauty and the Beast! I am so excited 
to announce that auditions will take place Monday 9 July for all years.  

Year 10 will have their auditions Monday 2 July. If you would like to audition for a main part or join the chorus or 
dance troop please see Mrs Hough. 

Also if you have any costumes that you wish to donate to the performing arts department it would be greatly        
appreciated. 

Music Recital Evening 

Well done to all the performers at the Music Recital Evening on 25 May. Over 20 students performed in an        
intimate setting to an audience of family, friends and staff. The exceptional instrumental and vocal performances 
from students in years 7 to 10 ranged from Handel and Brubeck to punk rock and drum solos. The evening ended 
with performances from Mrs Beedle’s jazz group featuring some of our most dedicated brass and woodwind     
players. All of the students involved should be very proud of such a high standard of performance. 





“Sometimes you will 

never know the value 

of a moment until it 

becomes a memory” 

Dr Seuss 

Year 11  
making lots of memories at 

their achievement after-

noon on Tuesday 1May.  

They were a credit to the 

school and we wish them 

success in their                    

examinations which began 

on 14 May and for their    

future 



JW PTA 

Calling parents, carers and students! Wondered 
what your child’s options might be Post 16? Post 
18? Maybe looking for some useful tools to help 

discuss career options with your child? Keep up to 
date with all things careers at Joseph Whitaker and 

follow our new social media pages. 

@jwscareerschampions @jwscareers 

Great Night at the Bubbles and Bingo 

Amazing £479 raised by JWPTA 

Please support our school lottery.  

It raises much needed funds to create a better learning environment for your children.  For further 

details see the school website or use the following link.  Many thanks for your continued support. 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/joseph-whitaker 

After 18 months of hard work, reorganisation and commitment 
the JWPTA, with the School Council, have raised over £8000. 
A tremendous effort given that generating support from      
secondary parents can be far more difficult than in primary 
schools. As well as raising money the events themselves 
have been really good fun and it has been a pleasure to be 
involved with the group. At the latest meeting of the JWPTA 
they confirmed that they would like to purchase new picnic 
tables for the students with a donation of £7000.   
On behalf of all of the school community I would like to thank 
them for this donation and their continued hard work, it is 
much appreciated. 





By: Ance Plataca, Della Strouther, Kasey Kelly, Will Gibbons,    

Cameron Staley, Jake Haywood, Ellie Bolan, Robert Morley, Will 

Stephens, Melissa Ashmore, Jessyca Elliot and Megan Duffin-Mills 



Trips & Events 

Students in Years 8 – 10 experienced a very changeable Easter ski trip!  The group had a mixture of snow 
and sunshine filled skies.  The group stayed at the Austrian Hotel Hauslwirt during the first week of the    
Easter holidays.  The trip organised through Premier Ski & Snowboard, was one of the biggest groups that 
the school has taken.  The group of 106 skied and boarded in the world famous Zauchansee, Flachau and 
Alpendorf which all form part of the Ski Amade area. A huge well done to all the students who participated 
and the staff who made the trip possible.   

Ski Trip 

On the 3 May, Holocaust survivor Simon Winston came to visit 140 Year 9 students to tell them about his       

experiences. Simon Winston is from the Ukraine. He is a survivor of the Holocaust and he gave Year 9 students 

his uncensored, brutal, true story of the events that shaped his early years.  

As a young child, Simon escaped certain death in a Jewish ghetto in Poland and spent years hiding in             

surrounding farms with his family. Simon's father dug several permanent shelters around the farms, including 

two underneath pig sties. 

"We were restricted in our movement because the farmers that allowed us to hide were all scared that the      

Germans might come and find us there. That would have been the end for them too," Simon explained. 

"We could only surface at dusk. That was to slop out, get some fresh water and any food that the farmers might 

have had for us. The cellar under the barn was our last hiding place. Because it was so spacious my father was 

able to invite some friends and relatives. At one time there were 10 or 12 people in total.’’ 

Simon added, "My auntie gave birth in hiding in that cellar. When the child was born it screamed and screamed 

and screamed. When the farmer heard the screaming baby, he told us all to leave. We had to make a terrible, 

terrible decision, and the child was suffocated. It was a dreadful decision to make but it saved our lives at the 

time." 

By February 1945, the Germans were on the retreat. "The farmer suddenly opened the trapdoor one afternoon 

and said we were free. I didn't know what the word 'free' was!" 

Simon's father kept a journal throughout his time in hiding which allows him tell his story accurately. 



Huge thanks to Maisy Rooth Corder for the gift of 
a DARE game on internet safety.  

Maisy's been fundraising for DARE Life Skills UK 
and with the money raised bought 6 DARE 
games which she has gifted to local youth        
organisations and schools.           

Luckily we were one of the schools Maisy chose, 
pictured Mr Bell, Maisy and Barbara Strang from 
Life Skills Education Charity.  

Do you have a grandparent, neighbour or friends who would 

be interested in joining us for a spot of Afternoon Tea? 

If so please ask them to contact us. 

Y10 Hospitality and Catering Group will be preparing and 

serving  afternoon tea for the over 55’s in the community on 

Monday 2 July at 2.30pm in the Sixth Form Centre.  

Entertainment will be provided courtesy of  The Joseph  

Whitaker School Performing Arts department. 

There is no charge for tickets but these must be acquired 

before the event to ensure we have accurate numbers for 

catering purposes.  

Parking is available but is very limited, please bear this in 

mind when travelling.  

For further details please call 01623 792327 or pop in to 

reception. 

Y10 Speed Networking and ‘Have a go sessions’ 

How much can you find out about a person in 8 
minutes?  

Y10 took on the challenge!  

20 employers representing sectors from the 
armed forces to graphic design joined us in 
school and spent the morning answering Y10’s 
questions about their jobs, qualifications and the 
journeys that had lead them to their current role.  

During the morning students also had the       
opportunity to ‘have a go’ with the RAF, Rolls 
Royce and Keepmoat. The RAF challenged   
students team work, Rolls Royce their project 
management and Keepmoat their team work and 
construction skills. 



 

Brilliant Club 

On the 26 April, all the members of the Year 9/10 Brilliant Club visited St. John’s College at the University of 
Cambridge to receive their formal certificates of Graduation from the programme. The students completed an 
interview skills session in the morning before taking in the sights during in a tour of the grounds of the College. 
Everyone was excited to see the punting and the famous Bridge of Sighs. 

The Brilliant Club only works with a select number of students each year and very rarely do students obtain 
the top grades, but this year we are excited to congratulate Kyle Gordon on graduating with a First on the topic 
of “The Silent Killer: Say no to smoking and tobacco”. 

As this cohort leave with their excellent grades and an improved drive to achieve, we look forward to seeing 
the Year 7/8 Brilliant Club complete their final assignments in the coming weeks. 



1st Larch Farm Explorer Scouts. 

Are looking for 14-18 year olds to join for lots of outdoor based activities. We enjoy activities such as 
hiking, cooking on open fires and climbing to name just a few.  Our explorers are independent and 
are using the skills we teach them to further their extra curricular activities.  We are open to anyone 
who fancies trying any of the above and no previous experience is needed.  Because we do such 
varied activities (all decided by the explorers) there will always be something you’ll enjoy!!!  We’re 
super friendly but you’re welcome to bring friends along if you wish, the more the better.  We provide badges and 
awards for more structured activities so it’s really rewarding. 

We run on a Tuesday night from 7 through till 9, but please E Mail me (rebekah22thompson@hotmail.co.uk,       
explorer leader) first to make sure we aren’t out on the evening you want to come down. 

Me and the team look forward to greeting you. 

Lakeview Commemorative Plaque 

Mr Atkins was approached by Lake View Primary school 
and asked to produce a plaque to commemorate their 50th 
anniversary and to mark the spot of a time capsule they 
have buried. 

Isabella Yardley and Bethan Cotterill Year 8 jumped at the 
opportunity and as former Lake View students they were 
really excited about helping out.  They both spent several 
lunchtimes coming up with ideas before producing a design 
and having it laser cut in the workshops. 

They officially handed the plaque over to the Headteacher, 
Ms Warrington and members of Lake View primary school 

School Uniform September 2018 

The company will be taking orders online from 1 July 2018. 

The company will deliver your order to school free of charge or deliver to your home address, with a small postage 

and packing charge. Any returns are free of charge using the label enclosed with your delivery. 

 

The following items must be ordered from Your School Uniform when your current uniform needs replacing: 

 

School blazer with school badge 

School tie 

JWS Rugby shirt or half zip training top 

JWS Polo Shirt 

www.yourschooluniform.com 

PLEASE NOTE the one style of school skirt (single inverted pleat) will be the only style allowed for Year 7 and 

when replacing uniform for Years 8-11. 

 

All other items of school uniform and PE kit can be bought from any supplier as long as they are the same style 

and colour stated in the Uniform Policy. If parents wish to purchase all or some of the uniform from the official  

supplier you do so with the knowledge that these will conform to the school expectations.  

mailto:rebekah22thompson@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.yourschooluniform.com


SALE SALE SALE 

There are still a few items of sale stock available.  

For size availability please contact the finance  

office.  Great for D of E expeditions to keep you 

nice and snug. 

PLEASE NOTE: Only available to current Y7-10 

Calling all equestrians out there!! 

We are considering putting together a school team to     

compete in the British Showjumping ‘Just for School’ 

championships. 

At this time I am asking for expressions of interest.          

Dependant on feedback we will then decide if this is     

something new and exciting we can go ahead with.   

In the first instance please email:                                   

woottont@josephwhitaker.org with details  -  name, age, 

current height you are competing at, membership of any 

societies and whether you have transport available for 

you and your horse/pony. 

All information is on the British Showjumping website.  I’ll 

be in touch soon.  Watch this space. 

Budding photographers listen up 

Now’s the time to let us see your great pictures.  Get your 

photographs in by 8 June and we will showcase the     

winners in our next newsletter. 



Important Dates 
5 June 2018   UCAS Information Evening sixth form 

13—15 June 2018  Y10 Edale Trip 

15 June 2018   Y12 Trip to Leeds University 

18—26 June 2018  Y10 Internal Exams 

18—29 June 2018  Y12 Mock Exams 

19 June 2018   GCSE and A Level Art Exhibition 

21 June 2018   Y11 Prom 

21 June 2018   Y12 UCAS Exhibition Sheffield Arena 

26 & 27 June 2018  Y12 Induction Days 

28 June—2 July 2018  Y10/11 Italy Trip 

2—6 July 2018   Post 16 Work Experience 

3 & 4 July 2018   Y6 Induction Days 

4 July 2018    Y6 Parents Evening New Entrants 

5 July 2018    Y10 Parents Consultation Evening 

6—9 July 2018   Y7 France Trip 

6 July 2018    JWSMTC Showcase 

9—13 July 2018   Y10 Work Experience 

9—12 July 2018   China Student Exchange Program 

16 July 2018   Y9 Space Centre Trip 

19 July 2018   Summer Concert 

20 July 2018   Last Day of Term 12.05pm finish 

Safeguarding information 

 

This month just some advice about Whatsapp 

 

WhatsApp is to raise the minimum age limit to 16 in the EU. The popular messaging service WhatsApp is 
banning under-16s from using its platform in the European Union. Users must currently be at least 13, but the 
firm is changing the rules ahead of the introduction of new EU data privacy regulations in May. 

Hairstyles 

The school policy on hair styles states that they should not be ‘extreme’ in nature which includes the shaving of heads. As ever     
fashion dictates the styles of haircut the students want. Currently, a small number of students have appeared at school with almost 
half their head shaved very short whilst on the other half of the head the hair remains long. We would ask that this style of excessive 
shaving of the head is not encouraged and that any use of clippers does not go beyond grade one. 

Mr Brookes 

Deputy Head 


