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Dear Parent / Carers / Students
The 2017-18 academic year ends on Friday 20 July and as ever we reflect on the past year, whilst looking
forward to the new term in September. I am delighted that given the pressures faced by the staff and students
with the new GCSE and GCE specifications we continue to offer a wide range of OSHL opportunities. I am
immensely grateful to the staff for providing these and for your support in encouraging your children to attend
them. In terms of the new specifications the final year of change is next year when all subjects will be examined
using the Grades 1-9 at GCSE and all A Level subjects will be linear in nature. We await this summer’s results
with optimism and I will update parents with school outcomes as soon as we have an idea of national results,
coupled with the fact that we may not be able to use student names given the GDPR regulations.
At the end of this term we say goodbye to a number of staff including Ms Beastall, SLT, Maths and former
SENCO, Miss Kirk, Head of IT, Mr Papworth, History and Academic Mentor, Mr Orton, Mathematics, Mr Fowler,
Behaviour and Cover Support and Mrs Smallman, Dance and PE. We wish them every success in the future.
In the spring term we asked for your views on the school and the positive response received was very
encouraging. These views were shared in their entirety with the Governing Body and taken into account when
we discussed the School Improvement Plan for 2018-19. Two things that came out of that review was a feeling
that we needed to be more overt in celebrating success, positivity and sharing how we enforce the Anti-Bullying
Policy. These have been included in the plan for 2018-19 as key aspects. Additionally, the area we receive most
questions on is homework and although 50% of you would like less and 50% would like more, we have
committed to review the process of setting homework and how we communicate this with parents. Finally, we will
review the reporting and assessment system in light of the new GCSE standards.

The new term for staff begins on Monday 3 September, with the students starting on Wednesday 5 September.
The 2018-19 academic year will be the last year with a 6 week summer holiday, which means that the October
half-term in 2019 will be 2 weeks long. A chance to book some cheaper holidays early perhaps. Our attendance
rate remains above national averages at 95% but if there was a reduction in students taking time out for holidays
in term time this would be above 97%.
Finally, I am sure we will all remember the summer of 2018 given the weather and how it ‘nearly came home’. I
wish you all a relaxing and safe holiday.

Clumber Park Run
Thank you all for your support with the Clumber Park Run – whether you
participated, promoted or donated.
The grand total raised is £1,359.20
There were a number of students who raised impressive amounts, too
many to name and give them the credit they deserve, however Luke Talma
(7R1) definitely deserves an individual mention due to singlehandedly raising £302.00!

Cricketing Success
Joseph Whitaker School won the
Under 15 Midlands Regional Chance
to Shine Cricket Competition

The event was brilliant and I am already looking forward to organising the
3rd Annual Clumber Park Run next year!
Mr K

Go for Gold Fun Run
Twenty nine of our students took part in the Go For Gold Fun Run at the Harvey
Hadden Sports Village in Nottingham. This was an inclusive, mass participation
event involving hundreds of children from all over the county.
Students were challenged by a 1000m circuit: for completing one lap they won a
bronze wristband, for their second silver and for their third gold. All of our students
excelled themselves by earning all three bands, and many went on to complete additional laps.
A special mention has to go to “Marathon” Mackenzie Dale of 8R1, who completed
an astonishing 10k, finishing with a guard of honour from the sports leaders and
everybody present on their feet cheering him home.
Mackenzie showed not just great talent but impressive resilience in the heat.

Libby Gascoyne 7N1
Libby competed recently in the East Midlands Region
Gymnastics Grade Competition at New College in
Leicester.
She passed her Regional Grade 1 with Distinction and
was placed 2nd overall taking the silver medal but
placed 1st in the Range & Conditioning exercise.
She trains at Mansfield Olympic Gymnastics Club.

English Youth Ballet
Three of our students Phoebe Leighton, Frankie GrattonFisher and Sienna Newnes are performing with the English
Youth Ballet at The Theatre Royal in Nottingham in July and
also The Buxton Opera House in October.
All the girls are from AJ School of Dance.

Sports Day
On Thursday 5 July the annual Joseph Whitaker School Sports Day took place. On a very hot day, participants
from years 7, 8, 9 and 10 took part in different athletic events to achieve points for their house. During period one,
the majority of the field events took place and during periods two and three, it was the turn of the track. The effort
and commitment from the athletes was excellent and everyone did their best for their house. The support from the
other athletes was also great to see.
The results are as follows:
Junior competition (year 7 and 8) Senior competition (year 9 and 10)
1st – Newstead

1st – Clumber

2nd – Sherwood

2nd – Rufford

3rd – Clumber

3rd – Sherwood

4th – Rufford

4th – Newstead

Jorja Newbold
Jorja made a great start this year winning 3 out of 3 home club junior competitions . She has played in the ladies
Coronation Cup foursomes with her friend at Oakmere and they won, which qualifies them to go through to the
area finals at Lutterworth representing the Oakmere club . The finals are held at St. Andrews.
Jorja has also represented the junior team. Jorja came second in the first junior open of the Gedling Borough
Challenge Cup.
Jorja is also part of the county coaching scheme and has been lucky enough to be awarded a bursary from the
county ladies for extended coaching .
Jorja has managed to get her handicap reduced by nearly half compared to the beginning of the year.
Jorja does practice a lot and puts a lot of work into her golf like all disciplines in sport they take hard work and a
good support network. Jorja would like to thank the school for being part of that support .

Key Stage 3 Inter-house competition
On Tuesday 26 and Friday 29 June the year 7’s, 8’s and 9’s participated in inter-house sports competitions across
a range of different activities. Students competed for their house in rounders, capture the flag, foot golf, ultimate
Frisbee and volleyball. Students participated with enthusiasm and passion in the sunshine. All competitors
represented their houses positively and the competition was fierce but played in a great spirit. The results are as
follows:

1st – Newstead
nd

2

– Sherwood

rd

3 – Clumber
th

4 – Rufford

1st – Sherwood and Rufford

1st – Clumber, Newstead and Rufford

3rd – Newstead

4th – Sherwood

4th – Clumber

Overall
1st – Newstead
2nd – Sherwood
3rd – Rufford
4th – Clumber

Year 8/9 girls qualify for School Games in rounders
The year 8/9 girl’s rounders team qualified for the Nottinghamshire School Games, which took place at Nottingham
Trent University on Friday 6th July. The team represented Newark and Sherwood and played against some really
tough opposition from across Nottinghamshire. The girls effort and determination was outstanding on the day and
they finished in 6th place in what was an extremely difficult draw.
U15 Boys Cricket Team
On Friday 13 July the Year 10 boys cricket team competed against West Brigford School in the county cup T20
final. Rain was in the air and with unpredictable conditions we won the toss and put West Bridgford in to bat. After
an outstanding start with the ball we had limited West Bridgford to 62-4 off 16 overs, however they produced some
strong batting scoring a total of 112 runs from their 20 overs. We started cautiously with the bat as the scoreboard
slowly ticked over. Then both Peter Frettingham and Jack Taylor found the groove and scored at will with some
tremendous hitting putting us in a strong position. Ultimately it wasn’t meant to be though as Peter and Jack both
lost their wicket and we fell short of the 113 target scoring 92. Overall it was a performance to be proud of
considering the team comprised of two Year 9 and two Year 8 students.
Athletics success
Our junior boys (Year 7 and 8) and inter boys (year 9 and 10) qualified for the English Schools Regional B
Finals. To qualify for this event, the team had to produce one of the top scores from across the different
county competitions. The competition took place at Grantham Athletics Club on Wednesday 13 June. There
were some fantastic performances from our team with Elliott Squire as star performer for the inter boys team,
with his performances in hurdles and high jump. Josh Chick was the star performer in the junior boys team,
with a great performance in both the 800M and high jump. Well done boys!
Future Sport Workforce
A group of year 7 students have been involved in the Future Sport Workforce Project, which has been
delivered in association with the Youth Sport Trust. The project involved students attending a workshop which
was delivered by Sam Ruddock, a Paralympic athlete, who represented GB at the London 2012 and Rio 2016
Paralympic Games. The workshop was based around developing leadership skills, communication skills and
team work. The leaders will now work together to plan a primary school festival for a group of year 3 children.
Lots and lots of leadership!
Our leaders have had a very busy term once again, helping out at local primary school sports days, as well as
helping to run primary school events. As usual, our leaders have been great ambassadors for the school and
many of these events could not run without them.
During the last term, many of our Key Stage 3 students have been achieving Step One and Step Two of the
Leadership Pyramid. Three students in year 7, Isabella Pitts, Erin Gamble and Sally-Anne Mellor have achieved
their Step Three Award, which is a brilliant achievement. The students have received certificates and pin badges
to celebrate their achievements. We are looking forward to lots more students achieving their next step on the pyramid.

Race for life
All key stage 3 students took part in a Race for
Life, as part of their Academic Achievement
Day.
Students really got into the spirit of the day with
messages of support for loved ones, face paint
and running in pink t-shirts. The effort
demonstrated by the students was excellent
and many completed 5K in one lesson. The
total raised was £200 which will go to Cancer
Research UK.

Year 7 cricket play their first game!
The year 7 cricket team played their first ever game
for JWS against Tuxford and Outwood Portland.
Despite a good performance, the boys lost both
games but learnt a lot from the experience and will
be looking for their first victory in the next game.
Beth runs under 5 minutes!
Beth Hamilton, a year 7 student, is enjoying a great run of
form at present.
Beth is a 1500metre runner and has been running some
impressive times. Beth has competed in four different
competitions this year and has posted a PB each time.
She is the current Nottinghamshire County Champion and
has knocked 25 seconds off her PB this season. In Beth’s
last competition, she posted a time of 4 minutes 57 seconds.
This is the 3rd best time in her age group this year across the
entire UK – a brilliant achievement.
We wish Beth luck in her upcoming races and look forward to
more success stories from her!

Beauty and the Beast
The JWS Musical Theatre Company will be
continuing their work in September with the
production of Disney’s Beauty and The Beast.

Showcase
On Friday 6 July the Joseph Whitaker School Musical Theatre Company and Drama Club had their annual
summer showcase. All the performances were fantastic and each student involved gave it their all. Students in
years 7 to 13 performed their own work.

World Cup Menus
Congratulations to Amelie Frost

Dishes were on the menu from a selection of the countries
participating in this year’s world cup between 18-29 June.

Amelie made it through to the finals in the
Wicked Young Writer Awards 2018.

Every purchase of a world cup dish got a chance to win one of
two world cup replica football. One in upper school, one in lower
school.

Although Amelie didn’t win this time she had her
work published.

Dishes on offer - Peruvian Pork, Spanish Chicken, Swiss Cheese
Schnitzel, Swedish Meatballs, Chicken Quesadilla.

Great achievement.

And the winners of the Eat The World Competition to win a
replica World Cup footballs were....................... Charlie Stone
(9S2) and Max Barton (12JST).

Gold Duke of Edinburgh
Pictured at Buckingham Palace with Alison Hammond, after receiving their Gold Duke of Edinburgh Awards,
are Evie Cooke, Jordi Mitchinson, James Rangecroft, Emily Mattison, George Bates, Emma Bates, Holly
Redfern and Ria Martin. The group all undertook their award with The Joseph Whitaker School and the
presentation was made by Princess Beatrice with the support of Alison Hammond. This prestigious award is
the gold standard in terms of leadership and is highly regarded by employers as evidence of a person’s
commitment, dedication, resilience and service to the community. The expedition section is a significant
challenge in itself but the other sections of service, physical recreation and skills are equally time consuming. Additionally, at Gold level the students have to complete a one week residential.
Mr Phillips, Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator said:
‘The students have completed each award from Bronze to Gold and to have eight students completing Gold
is an amazing achievement for the school and for the students. I am sure the students would also pay tribute to their parents who have supported them all the way. Our DOE programme is the second biggest in the
County and we are very proud of the completion rate for all awards which is well above national averages’
Mr Bell, Headteacher, said:
‘I would like to personally congratulate the students and their families for such an amazing achievement. I
would also pay tribute to the staff at the school who make all this possible. Last weekend we had over 80
students doing their Bronze Practice Expedition with over 15 staff and leaders supporting this. The Duke of
Edinburgh Award is recognised worldwide as the ultimate award for leadership and personal development
for 14-25 year olds. I am very proud that we offer the opportunity for students to complete all three awards
at the school but ultimately it is the outstanding young people we have at The Joseph Whitaker School who
take up the challenge and achieve results like this. Well done to all eight, absolutely fantastic’

Challenge Club
As part of Challenge Club one of our Y7 students Brandon undertook a sponsored charity walk to
raise funds for Sam’s Workplace. He completed a 6km walk around Rainworth and raised over
£340!
The fundraising will be put towards the purchase of a slushie machine.
“Please pass on our most sincere thanks to Brandon, what an absolute superstar he is!”
Debbie and Vicky, Sam’s

Brilliant Club Graduation
On Saturday 7 July, students attended the Brilliant Club Graduation at the University of Nottingham.
After weeks of tutorials by their PhD tutor and lots of hard work and resilience, the Brilliant Club students
submitted their 2,000 word essay to be marked and were proud to receive their feedback: this cohort received
a record number of First Class gradings!!
To commemorate their achievements, all students were invited to the University of Nottingham. They were
accompanied by their parents to the university where they took a tour of the campus grounds and received
their certificates in an official graduation ceremony.
From left to right: Robbie Butler (year 8), Herbie Skidmore (Year 7), Benjamin Case (year 8).

Achievement Evening
On Monday 16 July we celebrated students outstanding achievement's at our
awards evening. Music was provided by Emily Hubbard, piano solo and a duet from
Chloe Walker and Esther Turner. Our guest speaker was actress and singer
Buckso Dhillon-Woolley. Below a list of our winners, very well done to you all.

China Visitors
During the week of 9-13 July, students and a member of staff from Zhengshi Middle School in Ningbo, China
visited Nottingham and our school. This followed my visit to China in March this year and we now offer the
opportunity for our students to visit China in October 2019. Details of this opportunity have been sent by letter.
The Chinese visitors experienced lessons and activities during their time in school and this proved to be highly
beneficial for everyone involved. One of the highlights for me was the collaboration in an A Level Maths lesson
with both Chinese and British students working together to solve differentiation problems. The teacher from
China was a maths specialist and it was refreshing to see our staff discussing teaching approaches to this topic
and reviewing the difference between the examination questions set by the respective examination bodies.

Very often our education system is compared to other countries education systems especially in terms of
outcomes. Having listened to the Chinese students descriptions of their school day which begins at 7.35am and
ends formally at 5.00pm, followed by private study until 9pm, it is evident that these comparisons are culturally
unfair. However, in other respects we could amend our practices to raise standards by valuing education more
highly, providing excellent facilities and resources for all schools, having specialist teachers in primary schools
and giving real time for teachers to prepare, mark and collaborate more effectively.
The group also visited a number of local tourist attractions and some real friendships were formed with our
students. For all of us who have struggled using chop sticks it was refreshing to note that our guests found
knives and forks equally challenging! Fish, chips and mushy peas followed by an English cream tea may have
been a step too far for our guests.

D Bell

Student Support Open Afternoon
On the 11th July we opened our doors to staff, students and families, to share the fantastic work that our
students have achieved in the SSC this year. The vibrant displays in the centre showed the kind of work that
our students are involved in on daily basis, whilst students demonstrated some of the learning activities they
use whilst accessing the Centre.
The SSC Student Council organised and ran several fun activities: a tombola, guess how many sweets in the
jar, a cake stall and a refreshments area. The Council members raised £138 which will be used towards
purchasing future resources for our extracurricular activities, for example; lunch time games, craft activities and
ingredients for cooking in the SSC.
Many thanks to all who were able to support us in this event and helped to make it a great success.

Author Visit
On 11 July, author of ‘Sky Thieves’ Dan Walker arrived at Joseph Whitaker with
bags of talent, inspiration and wisdom to deliver to Y7 and Y8 students.
Unfortunately, Dan didn’t use his ‘Sky Ship’ to arrive at school.
In the morning, Dan worked closely with talented writers in Y8, with each receiving
a free signed copy of his book at the end. The Y8 students were outstanding and
all were awarded a place in the workshop for their consistent hard work in English
throughout the year. By mid-morning, Dan met with all Y7 students informing them
of his eventual success, with a strong message regarding hard work and
resilience. 40 students remained at the end of the presentation for book signing
and pictures with Dan.
On the French trip we travelled to Dover, took the
ferry across the English Channel and then travelled
to the chateau. On the Saturday we made mayonYear 7 French Trip
naise then travelled to a town and explored the
A selection of our students experiences
market. We then went on to a goat farm. On Sunfrom the recent French trip
day we went to a theme park. We travelled back to
On the French trip we drove and took a ferry to England on Monday.
get there. Once we were there we played cha- Harry Davis
os tig. On Saturday we went to a supermarché and then a goat farm. We had lunch and
On the French trip I really enjoyed going to the goat
then went back and did activities. On Sunday
farm as I enjoyed hugging and stroking the goats! I alwe went to parc Asterix. I enjoyed the theme
so thought milking the goat was an experience that I
park the most with all the rides, funny mowouldn’t get again. I also really liked the evening activiments and excitement.
ties as I thought they were really fun.
Harry Brennan
Cara McBride

Geography Trip to Sorrento, Italy 2018
In the early hours of the 28 June geography students from The Joseph Whitaker School departed on their first
trip to Italy! 34 excited geographers and 4 staff embarked on a fascinating trip exploring Italian cuisine, culture
and famous geographical landmarks. After a far too early get up of 1.00am we eventually made it to Luton in
time for our flight to Naples, Italy.
After a thrilling cliff-side coastal journey our first stop was to check in to our hotel overlooking the beautiful Bay
of Naples before venturing into the centre of lovely Sorrento where students explored the medieval town and
dined with the locals.
Day two started off with a short trip to the nearby town of Gragnano to visit a world renowned pasta factory ‘La
Fabbrica Della Pasta di Gragnano’. Here the students learnt how the pasta is made and got to see the largest
produced pasta shapes in the world.
Then after a short spot of lunch it was time to move on to Herculaneum. This small town was also devastated
by the eruption of 79AD but victims here suffered a different fate to their counterparts in Pompeii. Unlike
Pompeii — whose fate was a slow burial by ash and pumice — Herculaneum was engulfed by superheated
pyroclastic flows of molten rock, mud and gas that actually caused people’s heads to explode. Those flows
transformed the living, breathing city of Herculaneum into an incredible time capsule that is even better
preserved than Pompeii.
Day 3 was caving and food day! After a 90 minute coach journey it started with a journey and a brisk walk to
the centre of Naples to visit Napoli Sotteranea – the underground caves that were first developed by the
Ancient Greeks, expanded by the Romans and used by the Italian army in World War 2. We returned to
Sorrento, and after the best pasta meal ever for lunch, we then got to experience cheese making at the
Caselificio Michelangelo Cheese Factory. This factory produces fresh mozzarella for the people of Sorrento
and the Bay of Naples. Our students got to learn how it is made and some students got a chance to make
some chains of mozzarella themselves. Then followed a man vs food contest with students taking on Mr
Souter over who could eat the most mozzarella balls. Mr Souter won obviously.
In the evening we decided to venture out of the hotel and explore Sorrento at night. It wasn’t long before
students found a fortunate gelataria (ice cream shop) to order many varying ice creams from a variety of
flavours. From egg flavour to liquorice and pistachio to smurf the students got the opportunity to taste the
famous Italian ice cream. Then students and staff had one more chance to wander the beautiful city of
Sorrento to buy souvenirs and gifts before returning to our hotel.
Day four was natural hazards day. We firstly met our amusing guide Alessandro before embarking on a tour
around the ruins of Pompeii, a town destroyed by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD. We learnt all
about how the Romans lived in this historic town and how many came to accept their fate as the volcano
erupted and pyroclastic flows engulfed the town.

After a hearty lunch of pizza prepared in a traditional wood-fired oven our next task was to climb Mount
Vesuvius – with a stomach full of pizza…! Although our coach got us most of the way we still had to walk the
final mile to the crater at the summit…. Despite a couple of attacks of vertigo and breathlessness our students
finally made it to the summit. We were able to witness the crater and to appreciate the might of this great
volcano and to assess the hazard it poses to the nearby city of Naples and how the authorities are trying to
mitigate it.
Day 5 was our day to depart. An early start beckoned and the students waved goodbye to the hotel staff for
the final time. A short trip to the airport and we were back on Easyjet for our journey home. We returned
home weary but in high spirits after a trip to remember. Arrivederci.
Mr Souter

May 21st – 27th was Dementia Awareness Week
We all got together to raise money for our school charity: The Alzheimer’s Society.
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday we had Bingo! With years 7,8 and 9 where we raised over £60.
Thursday we held the AMAZING Great Dementia Awareness Bake-off. The standard of cakes was
phenomenal and it was the hardest Bake-off that we have had to judge! The top 6 were: Lara Pilkington,
Phoebe Leighton, Isla Wood – 7S1, Fern Millhouse – 7R1, Dora Brand-Rea – 8R1, Olivia Morley – 7C2, Ben
Case – 8R1, Josh Chick – 8R1.
The top 3 winners were:
3rd place – Josh Chick

2nd place – Dora Brand-Rea
1st place – Fern Millhouse
WELL DONE!
Friday saw us being soaked by sponges and big buckets/ bins of water, all in the name of charity! Thank you
to Mr. Moore, Mr Knapczyk, Ms Mayes, Mr Brooks, Mr Foster, Mr Burton, Mr Orton for offering their services!
We raised just over £50 this day!
In total, we raised an amazing £528.09
A huge thank you to everyone that got involved, and a special thank you to Mr
Moore and Mr Knapczyk for helping the organisation and promotion of that week.
Miss Gore
THE GREAT DEMENTIA
AWARENESS BAKE-OFF!

THE GREAT DEMENTIA
AWARENESS BAKE-OFF!

THE GREAT DEMENTIA
AWARENESS BAKE-OFF!

Year 7 Cookery Club
Excellent and enthusiastic response this year – we have had 24 keen Year 7 students attend the Year 7 afterschool club on a Tuesday afterschool.
In lesson time we focus on making healthy, mainly savoury dishes. In afterschool club we have had fun making and
decorating fairy cakes, crispy cakes and will be doing biscuits next week. Well done to all involved, it has been a
pleasure.

Future Chef
The School Heat of the Future Chef Competition saw 14 Year 8
students take part. For the school heat, students had to make a
main meal for a budget of £5. Two students are selected from each
Year 8 Technology class to represent their class in the
competition.
First place – Dora Brand-Rea. Dora made a Sweet Potato and
Chickpea curry served with cardomon rice and homemade
chapattis.
Second place – Sam Egar. Sam made Spanish Salmon which
was served with a side salad.
Third place – Lucy Cooper. Lucy made Chicken Pie with a herby
crust, served with mustard mash and posh peas.
Dora and Sam will represent the school in the local heat which will
be held in Nottingham in Autumn, they will cook a two course meal
for two people (hot main course and dessert) with a budget of up to
£7.
Mr Gomersall, Mr Brooks and Mr Brookes judged the competition
and complemented the students on the hard work they had put in
and the wide variety of dishes that were made.

Lucy Cooper

Chicken Pie w/ herby crust,
mustard mash and posh
peas

Lucy Johnson

Spaghetti Bolognaise w/
hidden vegetables

Millie Harrison

Salmon w/ lemon and mint
infused pan fried potatoes
and asparagus

Ellie RobertsMinto

Chilli Con Carne w/ jacket
potatoes

Felix Bodill

South Indian Fish Curry

Robert Butler

Paella w/ chorizo, chicken
and prawn.

Abby Lindley

Sweet and sticky pork w/
roasted pepper and asparagus salad

Abigail Seagrave

Tuna Pasta w/ homemade
white sauce

Thomas Doran

Chinese Chicken with
Roasted Vegetables

Jack Fenning

Butter Chicken w/ homemade chapattis

Kaden Savage

Mediterranean Chicken w/
salad in a sesame seed
dressing

Dora Brand-Rea

Sweet Potato and chickpea
curry w/ cardomon rice and
chapatti

Lucy McGoran

Tom Yum Noodles w/ peanut dip

Sam Agar

Spanish Salmon w/ side
salad

Afternoon Tea
Afternoon Tea for over 55s was held on Monday 2 July 2018, 2.30pm—3.30pm in The Sixth Form
Centre. The Year 10 Hospitality and Catering group made scones and a selection of sandwiches
and also served tea and coffee to our guests.
Entertainment was provided by the Drama Club who did a scene from ‘Our day out’, Olivia Noon in
year 10 and Emily Tansley in year 7 both performed solo’s.
The event proved extremely popular with over 35 local residents attending.
Feedback from Marilyn Brown ‘
On behalf of all of us who attended this afternoon a HUGE thank you, please pass on our thanks to all
the Hospitality team , they have so grown in confidence, well done to you too. Also please pass on
thanks to Drama group and 2 brave singers,' Les Miserables' my favourite musical’

School Equestrian Team
Sunday 15 July was the second training session for our school equestrian team. The girls made great
progress in an extremely hot and humid environment and are gaining experience with each session.
Our first competition is on Saturday 28 July at Milton Equestrian Centre, hopefully the weather will be a
little less extreme for both horse and rider.
We are always on the look out for more riders, if you are interested please see Mrs Wootton or speak to
a member of the team. You will need your own horse and the ability to travel to competitions and
training sessions. You will be expected to attend at least one training session and one competition per
month.

Student

Tutor

Category

Pos.

Cece Booth
Charlotte Crossland

7S1

J. Camera

1st

8S2

J. Phone

1st

Megan Duffin-Mills

9S2

S. Cam

1st

Ayse Altuntas

9S2

S. Phone

1st

Katie Waters

10N1

S. Cam

2nd

Talluah Green
Bailey Hall

7C2

J. Camera

2nd

7C2

J. Phone

2nd

Joseph Lee

9N2

S. Phone

2nd

Lucy Gabb

10C1

S. Cam

3rd

Charlotte Freezer

8C1

J. Phone

3rd

S. Phone

3rd

Alexandrea Hopkin-Spratt 10C1
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JW PTA
Please support our school lottery.
It raises much needed funds to create a better learning environment for your children. For further
details see the school website or use the following link. Many thanks for your continued support.
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/joseph-whitaker

The Joseph Whitaker Parent Teacher Association (JWPTA) aims to encourage strong links between parents,
students and staff at the school. The members, along with the School Council and Senior Leadership
representative, meet regularly to organise and promote activities which support the school and benefit its
students. If you are unable to attend the Committee Meetings but are able to support any events or you have
ideas about raising funds please contact us: jwpta@josephwhitaker.org.

There are lots of great events coming up in 2018-19 so watch
this space!

Dates for your diary
12 September AGM at The Hutt 7.30pm
20 September The Fashion Show
12 October Gin Masterclass
Keep a look out on facebook and twitter for details.

Calling parents, carers and students! Wondered
what your child’s options might be Post 16? Post
18? Maybe looking for some useful tools to help
discuss career options with your child? Keep up to
date with all things careers at Joseph Whitaker and
follow our new social media pages.

@jwscareerschampions

@jwscareers

Trip Dates for 2018-19
To enable parents to plan more effectively for the upcoming academic year here’s the list of trips available in
the period September 2018—July 2019.
28 Sept—3 October

Y13 Geography Field Trip Portugal

11—15 October

Y11 Geography Field Trip Birmingham

17—19 October

A Level Biology Field Trip

24 October

Y11 Blood Brothers trip

10—13 November

Y11 Battlefields Trip

15 November

Y13 Literature Trip—Death of a Salesman

29 December—6 January Ski Trip Austria
24 January

Y11 Macbeth Trip

6—14 April

Ski Trip Austria

27 June

Y9 Space Centre trip

5—7 July

Y8-10 MFL European Trip

October 2019

Proposed trip to China

Single Use Plastic Bottles
In an attempt to reduce the amount of single use plastic bottles used in school we will no longer provide a
free bottle of water with a meal deal in the canteen at lunchtimes. Instead we will provide every student
with a refillable drinks bottle. Drinks stations are located around school for students to fill up their bottles.
This will be phased in over the first half of the autumn term with the aim that all students will be using their
refillable bottle by October half term.
We thank you for your support in helping us try and save the environment.

Important Dates
3—4 September

Inset Days 1 & 2

5 September

Students return to school

13 September

Y11 Information evening

14 September

Y7 & 9 School Photographs

27 September

School in Action Evening

28 September—3 October

Y13 Geography Field Trip Portugal

28 September

Macmillan Coffee Morning

1 October

DofE Parents Launch Event

8 October

Ski Trip Meeting

11, 12, 15 October

Y11 Geography Field Trip Birmingham

11 October

Y7 Consultation Evening with Tutors

17—19 October

A Level Biology Field Trip

18 October

Y13 Subject Consultation Evening

24 October

Y11 Blood Brothers Trip

29 October—2 November

Half Term

23 November

Inset Day 3

Exam Information
GCSE and A Level Results Day Information
GCE A LEVEL RESULTS DAY—THURSDAY 16TH AUGUST
Year 13—Results available from 8.30am in the sixth form centre.
GCSE RESULTS DAY—THURSDAY 23RD AUGUST
Year 11 – Results available from 8.30am in the sixth form centre.

Please remember; if students are unable to come into school to get their results in person at the above
time, a self-addressed envelope with the correct postage stamp must be supplied for the results to be
sent by post. Collection by a third party, including parents, can also be arranged but we require a letter of
authorisation signed by the student naming the person nominated to pick up the results. (Form available on
the website.) Please note that we are not able to provide the results to anyone over the phone or by email.
We advise all students to collect their results in person in case they require advice.

