Newsletter
December 2018

Welcome to our final newsletter of 2018.
As we look back on the Autumn Term there have been some incredible events and achievements. The
whole school Remembrance Service was truly inspirational and it made me even prouder to be the
Headteacher of such an amazing school. The school production of Beauty and the Beast ‘raised the bar’
in terms of the quality of performance and entertainment value. The work that staff and students put into
that event was phenomenal. On behalf of the students and parents I thank the staff for their continued
commitment to extra-curricular activities.
The number of opportunities available has not diminished, regardless of the pressures around new
examinations and workload generally. Additionally, on Monday 17 December we celebrated the
academic achievement of the 2018 cohorts in Year 11 and Year 13 with some remarkable individual
results and personal achievements. I am obviously rather biased but the school is in a very good place at
the moment.
The school’s popularity continues to grow with over 450 applications for Year 7 in 2019, including 252
first choices. A reminder to parents that the Local Authority will now use our subscription criteria to make
offers on 1 March 2019. For any parents who missed the 31 October deadline they would have to use the
schools appeal process to apply for a place.
At the end of this term a number of staff are leaving the school including Mr Musgrove, History, Mrs
Knott, Dance, Mrs Machin, Teaching Assistant, Mrs Helms, Finance Officer and Mrs O’Connor, Senior
Science Technician. We wish them every success in their new ventures.
During last week I listened in assembly to a number of our students who volunteer at the Detached Youth
Project in Rainworth and Mrs Roberts, from Sherwood House. You may have seen the work Sherwood
have done to support this local group with their food bank on our Facebook page. The assembly was
superb, both in terms of the excellent presentational skills but most importantly the support being offered
to the local community. Students have been asked if they can bring in groceries, which may be close to
going out of date, tins, toiletries, etc. during this week. There will be collection areas in the main foyer and
in their House areas. Any support you could offer would be much appreciated. Finally, I would like to wish
everyone a restful and peaceful Christmas.
Mr David Bell, Headteacher
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Good Luck to Oliver Turner who has
been selected to attend England
Training & Development camp that
takes place at ice Sheffield on 21
December 2018.

Sports News

Jessica Street Y8 took part in the UKCA Winter Championships (Cheerleading
competition) in Manchester. Her team Spotlight Stars
did exceptionally well, earning 2 x 1st, 2 x
2nd, 2 x 3rd and 1 x 5th place trophies

Lucy and Lena Cooper Y9 won
GOLD in their rowing categories
at the Nottingham Autumn Head
Race over the half term holiday.
Competing for their club
Nottingham and Union Rowing
Club, Well done ladies!

Y7 Harvey Morton got a chance
to meet his sporting heroes
Mansfield Town Football Team
Y10 student Matthew Armett is this years
Nottinghamshire Colts Supreme Shooting
Champion. Fantastic achievement

Y7 student Louis Holloway competed at the World Martial Kombat
Federation (WMKF) Club World Cup which took place in Malta. Louis
represented his club - The Personal Best Academy - Mansfield.
He competed in four categories covering traditional martial arts forms and
point fighting.
Fantastic results for Louis:
Wyatt Burman
1st: Taekwondo, Patterns (Advanced category)
wins again in
1st: Karate, Kata (advanced category)
his latest
2nd: Karate, Point Fighting (Advanced category)
Taekwondo
3rd: Creative form (Open category)
competition.
Well done Louis!
Nomination for the Mansfield Sports Awards for Beth!
Beth Hamilton in year 8 has been nominated for the Mansfield
Junior Sportsperson of the Year Award. She has been nominated
for her fantastic season in athletics on the track. Beth has ran a
personal best in every race this season, breaking numerous records along the way, including the 1200M mini-league record. Beth
is the current county champion for the 1500 metres and holds the
10th fastest time for an under 13 girl in the UK. We wish Beth luck
for the awards evening and look forward to hearing about some
amazing achievements on the track next year!

Water polo success for Dan
One of our year 10 students Dan Ramsey has been selected to attend a National Training Camp for water
polo. He was invited to attend the training by an England Talent ID Officer. Dan is aiming to be selected for
the England team, who are competing in the 2020 European Championships. Dan currently competes for
Hucknall Water Polo Club competing in the National League. Good luck Dan!
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Basketball Success for William
William Harrison in year 7 has been invited to attend the Basketball
England Regional Aspire Training Camps. The Aspire sessions are
important for the development of potential England & Great Britain team
players and will continue throughout the 2018/19 season. The objective is
to provide quality coaching for 11 to 15-year olds with the emphasis on
teaching the principles of basketball as a game and reinforcing the skills
necessary to develop better basketball players. The Regional Aspire
Programme is a vital step between club basketball and the international
programmes of Basketball England and Great Britain Basketball. It is a
chance for the very best players to come together to develop on and off
the court, be surrounded by likeminded players and staff and to be
educated about the next level on the player pathway. Congratulations to
William and good luck.

Cross country running success!
The cross country running season has come to a close and JWS have been very successful winning lots of medals.
The year 8/9 boys team (Josh Chick, Daniel Whitmore, Harley J Martin and Declan Sheriston) and KS4 boys team
(Sam Bentley, Nathan O’Mara, Daniel Hudson, Jonah Goodfellow-Beeton) narrowly missed out on medals due to
not having a full team at all events. However, Sam Bentley finished in 2nd place in the individual competition, a
fantastic achievement.
Bronze - The year 8/9 girls team (Beth Hamilton, Emily Worrall, Isla Wood, Ebony Key, Sienna O’Mara, Izzy Pitts)
finished in 3rd place with a points total of 315. Beth Hamilton did extremely well finishing in 1st place at 2 race meets.
The team showed outstanding determination and motivation at all 3 races and were rewarded with a bronze medal
position.
Silver - The year 7 boys team (Charlie Hoyle, Sam Hammond, Mason Downs, Daniel Chick, Daniel Gelder, Charlie
Perry, Harry Bunting) finished in 2nd place with 136 points. The team performed consistently throughout the season,
with the runners finishing in the top 20 at every race meeting. The silver medal is great achievement and the team
have great potential for the future.
Gold - The year 7 girls team (Dianna Kodrjan, Lucy Miller, Jemima Waller, Jagoda Bochynek, Sophie Cooke,
Chelsea Birkin, Carys Windibank and Evie Taylor) were outstanding throughout the 3 race meetings and dominated
the team competition finishing a huge 45 points ahead of West Bridgford in 2nd place. A special mention goes to
Jemima Waller who claimed 2nd position in the individual competition. Jemima finished in the top 5 runners at each
of the race meetings earning a silver medal.
Thank you to all the students and parents for their commitment in attending the races on Saturday mornings.

Round two of the Specialism Series
The second round of the Specialism Series took place on Tuesday 20th November against Tuxford Academy.
This round included fixtures in a number of sports including dodgeball, table tennis, football and netball. The
score going in to this round was 3-2 to JWS. The results were as follows:
Table Tennis = JWS win

Year 7 netball round up

Dodgeball = Tuxford win (x 2)
Netball = JWS win
Year 9 boys football = Tuxford win
Year 8 girls football = JWS win
Year 7 girls football = JWS win
The score is now 7-5 to JWS. There will be other fixtures in
the Specialism Series in 2019.

Page 3

www.josephwhitaker.org

01623 792327

It has been a busy couple of weeks for our year 7
netball team with their CVL competition and a
friendly match against Ashfield. In their very first
competition together, the year 7’s won 1 game and
lost 2 at the Nottingham CVL competition. The
following week they took on Ashfield in a friendly
match and drew with their A team and beat their B
team. The year 7 team have improved in every
game so far and have a lot of potential. Their next
round of games in the CVL competition will take
place in the new year.

GB selection for Sam
Sam Hammond, a year 7 student, has been selected for the GB development squad for rock climbing. To be
eligible for selection, you must have achieved a top 5 place in any one of the following competitions:
British Youth Climbing Series
Scottish Boulders
Welsh Lead
Scottish Lead and Speed
Sam came 1st in the Welsh Lead, 2nd in the British Youth Climbing Series and 3rd in the Scottish Boulders
competition. Sam is looking forward to joining up with the GB squad and we wish him the best of luck.
JWS Leadership Academy
The PE department have re-launched the JWS Leadership Academy to students during this half term. The
Leadership Academy was developed last year and aims to reward and recognise pupils for their involvement in
leadership and to encourage students to develop vital leadership skills that can be used throughout their lives.
The Academy comprises of 6 steps, which form a pyramid. To complete each step, students must undertake
certain tasks both within lessons and outside of lessons. Students must inform their PE teacher when they have
completed tasks or use the post box recording system in the sports hall. Last year, some of our current year 8
students raced to complete Step 3 and proved to be outstanding leaders. The students were Beth Hamilton,
Isabella Pitts, Erin Gamble, Sally-Anne Mellor, Amelie Downing, Aaliyah Taylor-Nelson, Fern Millhouse and Rae
Adey. Anybody can be involved in the Leadership Academy and the PE department are looking forward to lots
more students completing the different steps this year.
Daniel trains hard for the upcoming Mountain Biking Series
Daniel Whitmore has been training hard for the upcoming Mountain
Biking season. Last year he competed in the British Cross Country
Championship and will be competing in the 2019 Welsh Enduro Series
as his main competition this year. The races are over a variety of different distances from 1.8km to 6km and Daniel will be spending anything
from 3 to 5 hours on the bike a day. The race season starts in March
and Daniel will be training hard to ensure he is in the best condition
possible for the start of the season. Good luck Daniel!
Football results
Year 7 girls reach the semi-finals!
The year 7 girls football team have reached the semi-final of the Nottinghamshire County Cup. They played
Rushcliffe on Monday 10th December in an entertaining game and won 4-3. It was a fantastic team performance
with the girls playing with determination and style! The team will face either Toot Hill or Magnus for a place in the
final next year. Good luck girls!
County Cup

Rugby results

Year 7 girls: JWS 7-2 West Bridgford

Year 8 – JWS 50- 10 Trent College

Year 7 girls: JWS 4-3 Rushcliffe
Year 10/11 girls: JWS 2-5 West Bridgford
Year 8 girls: JWS 4 – 2 Ashfield

Basketball

6th form: JWS 1 – 3 George Spencer

The year 9 boys basketball team
qualified for the county finals by beating
Minster and Newark Academy.

WNPEA Tournament
Year 9 girls – finished 2nd overall
EFL Cup

Our year 7/8 girls football team qualified for the regional finals of the EFL U13 Cup. The team remained
unbeaten during their qualifying tournament and beat Ashfield on penalties in the final to go through to the
regional finals. The team will represent Mansfield Town FC and play against other schools, representing different
EFL clubs. The finals will take place on Friday 11th January in Nottingham.
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Performing Arts
On the 11 December a small group of our Singer/
Songwriter students were invited to go to the
recording studio and record their own songs as a
demo track.
We all had the most amazing day making music,
being creative and watching each other’s songs
come together.
Being at the studio was so inspiring that
throughout the day students continued to create
more songs and develop their own styles.

Battle of the Bands
We are excited to announce a fantastic Battle of the Bands competition starting in the new year. All years and
abilities are welcome to audition. There will be a staff category and students category and of course there will
also be the ultimate overall winner with an exciting prize which will be announced in January.
If you are not in a band, now is the perfect time to make one!
Dance competition 2018
This year we have had more students than ever audition to be a part of what is one of the biggest competitions
that happens in school. We have had a wide range of students, with more boys than ever before. I would like to
say a personal thank you to all the students that have taken part, especially the interhouse leaders that have
given their own time to create the choreography and teach it to others.
Christmas Events
This year as always our school choir and band have been extremely busy getting out and about in our local
community spreading Christmas cheer. They have been playing and singing at the Blidworth Welfare, Rainworth
Lights Switch on, Kings Mill Hospital and in Tesco. All our students and staff that have represented the school at
these events have really done the school proud, so a huge thank you to all involved.
Christmas Concert
Our annual Christmas concert has been filled with over one hundred students again this year. We have a wide
range of abilities and are proud to show the work that students have created in instrument lessons and clubs this
year. A wonderful event as always.
Inspired Christmas
This is our second year performing at the Inspired Christmas event at the Royal Concert Hall in Nottingham.
We are proud to be part of the National Youth Choir GB, as in previous years, we created a ‘For All’ piece with
9 other schools on the day. Our school Choir sang ‘Baby Its Cold Outside’ and they were fantastic, we are
looking forward to the next concert in Spring.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday Friday

Break
9:55-10:10
Lunch
12:30-12:55

Flute Group

Jazz Group
String Group (week 1)

Keyboard Club
Choir

After School
3:05-4:00
3:05-5:00

Senior Acapella Group

Band
Drama Club

JWS Musical Theatre
Company

Singer/Songwriter course

Rock School
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Samba Drumming
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In November we enjoyed another great Duke of Edinburgh Awards Presentation
Evening.
Credit goes to all students that complete these awards as it takes a lot of time and
commitment and again this year we saw a large number of students receiving awards.
We also got to hear about some of the adventures of our guest speaker Polar
Expedition Leader Helen Turton.

In November The Joseph Whitaker School attained Bronze award with
the Stonewall initiative.
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Photography Competition
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A very difficult competition this time with over 195 entries from students. Some great pictures
taken, thanks to everyone that took part.
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Trips & Events
Anti Bullying Week
During Anti-Bullying week this year our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors wanted to create a fun atmosphere for all at
lunchtimes so organised for lunchtime entertainment to happen on the yard. Each day there were musical
numbers including current chart hits and numbers from Beauty and the Beast. The atmosphere that was created
was great and a number of students approached Mr Brookes asking if they could sing. The ABA would like this
event to continue in the Spring.
In addition to this, the ABA have launched a room for students to go to at lunchtime if they need to speak to a
peer if they are unhappy or are feeling upset. This room is manned by two ABA’s three lunchtimes a week, with
staff support.
The ABA’s have also created an inspiration wall in each of the dining rooms for students to write messages of
encouragement and motivation on. This has been well received.
Finally, the ABA’s asked the students to complete a short questionnaire about how they felt at school and what
they thought about bullying and how it is dealt with in school. The results of this were incredibly positive.

Interview Skills Day

On Wednesday 14 November we had a number
of representatives visit school from local
businesses to interview the year 11 students.
Students had prepared for the interview by
creating a CV and practicing likely interview
questions.
The feedback from the interviewers was fantastic,
the students were commended on their dress,
professionalism and preparation for the event.

Brilliant Club

All students received written feedback from the
interview and are now prepared for what to
expect in the future

On Monday the 12 November, eleven year 9 and 10 students launched themselves into the Brilliant Club.
They spent the day at the Corpus Christi College at the University of Cambridge where they undertook a study
skills session, a tour of the University campus and had a group tutorial with their private PhD tutor.
Over the following 7 weeks, these students will study under the guidance of world renowned expert Winifred
Ekezie PhD and will write a thesis on how to prevent the spread of disease in displaced people. After which, the
students and parents will have the opportunity to attend their graduation ceremony at the University of
Nottingham in February
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Poetry Competition Winners
Y9 Winner - Thomas Doran

Y8 Joint Winner – Brandon Payton

Seasons o’ Change

The Sun’s Return

As the warm embrace of summer
Breathes her final breath
O autumn’s sins occupy
The blankest of canvas
As she paints shallow colours
Of white, gold ‘n’ hectic red
Across our skies of solemn blue.
Alas, her good, it came then flew.
Autumn’s beauty
In her sharp ‘n’ crisp gentleness
Odes to her shadowing months
And recedes to her own damned habits
The artistry of the period
Fading rapidly in procession
O begotten are the flowers and life of her season
O forgotten are the joyous memories she made
O she’s cruel, how she continues
In her Seasons o’ Change.

Y8 Joint Winner – Jesse Floyd

Why must I go
I only just got here,
I must face my foe,
My greatest fear,
Darkness!
My time here has gone,
There must be an end,
I stand here as one,
And I shall blend,
Into the darkness.
I’m as lonely as can be,
With no one to love,
Why am I lonely?
I stare up above
Into the darkness
Goodnight to my life,
I must accept this,
I have lived a full life,
A life that I’ll miss,
Now I see the darkness.

Purple moorlands,
Letting go,
Memories of my mother.

Once again I rise,
Into the world’s atmosphere,
What a surprise,
Away from my fear,
The darkness.

Moonlit meanders,
Deafening silence,
Memories of that summer.

Y7 Winner – Ellie Clifford

Change

Change

Scent of sadness,
All alone.
Time to let go.

People move on
And leave worlds behind
On broken porch swings
And rusted stop signs.
But whether you’re the one who stayed
Or the one who’s gone
It’s okay if things are changing
Because people move on.

Ashes dance into the wind
Tumbling and twirling,
forever flying

The drama Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller is a set text for A
level Literature . Students study the play as a modern tragedy and
the opportunity to see a live performance was not to be missed. The
production was outstanding on every level but specifically as it was
performed in the round. There is no doubt that it genuinely enhanced
understanding of the Loman family and the themes centred around
the American Dream and how secrets from the past can affect
relationships and build tension.
Although it was a long drive to Manchester, all the Year 12 & Year 13
students alongside Miss Courtney and Ms Psevdhiotis gave the
performance outstanding reviews.
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The Joseph Whitaker School Remembrance Service
9 November 2018
The whole school of 1280 students and 120 staff marked the centenary of the end of World War One with a
Remembrance Service. This was led by Reverend Hazel Robinson, Vicar of Rainworth and Blidworth, with
local members of the Royal British Legion (RBL). This followed a week of remembrance activities led by Miss
Kim Edwards and Mrs M Roberts, who laid a wreath on behalf of the school staff. Additionally, wreaths were
laid by the RBL, the school’s Chairman of Governors Mr Rupert Corder, plus Molly Hall and Jack Toplis on
behalf of the school’s students. Our students who are members of the Blidworth Army Cadet Force, Mansfield
Air Training Corp and the Mansfield Sea Cadets led the parade.
An oak tree was then planted at the front of the school to mark this important event in history with a
commemorative plaque made by Mr Phil Worsley.
‘As a school we feel it is incredibly important to mark such a significant milestone in history. We are very
grateful to Hazel and John Robinson for organising and leading this memorable event. Our students were, as
ever, a credit to the school, fully engaging in the service and all of the activities this week. On behalf of the
students, staff and parents…We Will Remember Them’ David Bell, Headteacher
Forty five year 11 students spent three days on the WW1 battlefields in
France and Belgium.
They were incredibly lucky to have been on the battlefields for the
centenary and were truly a credit to the school.
On the last night 3 students laid a wreath at the Last Post ceremony at
the Menin Gate. This is the message that our students wrote for the
wreath
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Young Engineers
Our students from the Young Engineers club – Millie Harrison, Dora Brand-Rea, Mark Kirby and Callum
Hind, along with Mrs Woodward had a sterling time sharing our work on breaking the sound barrier with a
model rocket car.
I have to say that they impressed all, MP’s, Scientists, Children and ermm oh yes, Professor Jim Al-Khalili!
We had tablets and laptops with headphones that people could use to focus on the sound of our last rocket
car launch that did indeed break the sound barrier and itself in the process. The look on all their faces was
the same – Wild-eyed shock and awe from children and adults alike! So many “Wows” made our stand
packed all day. Our young team also got ‘grilled’ by many veteran Fellows of the Royal Society – A bunch
that you would not like to meet over a cup of tea and a biscuit! They were pretty ferocious in finding out what
each student knew and how they had applied their knowledge. Our students worked together as a team and
held strong and made me so proud.

Technology

Royal Navy Ready Steady Cook
Y10 and Y11 Hospitality and Catering Groups hosted a
Ready Steady Cook challenge with The Royal Navy.
Each group received a tray of ingredients and a time limit!
All of the students rose to the challenge and produced a 2
or 3 course meal. Some upcoming chefs in this group for
sure, the smells were divine and the finished products
professionally displayed.
Great feedback received from the Naval Officers after the
all important taste tests
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Future Chef
Dora Brand-Rea and Sam Egar attended the local heat of the Future Chef competition.
As part of their Food and Nutrition lessons, all of Year 8 are invited to take part in the school heat of the Future
Chef competition. In the class heats, students make a healthy main meal of their choice and one or two
students from each class are selected for the school heat. The school heat was held in July.
Future Chef is a national competition which is comprised of 4 stages – school heat, local heat, regional final
national final. It is a cooking competition open to 12-16 year olds.
Future Chef Local Final:


At Vision West Notts in their training kitchen



7 schools in Nottinghamshire were represented



Students have to make a 2 course meal for 2 people in 90 minutes for a budget of £7



Dora made Sweet Potato and Chickpea Curry served with cardamom rice, whole meal chapattis and
raita and Lemon Polenta cake served with a rose cream



Sam made Smoky Chorizo Salmon served with Super Green Spaghetti and Chocolate Orange
Shortbread with a Fruit Compote

Only 1 student wins, and unfortunately it was a student from another school.

Y8 Christmas Cooking Club
17 enthusiastic Year 8s took part in this Year’s Christmas Cooking Club.
They made a selection of sweet Christmas goodies, which included decorated Christmas Biscuits and
Reindeer cupcakes.

Are you a Chef? Do you work in a hotel or Center Parcs? Do you know anyone that works in the Hospitality and Catering sector?
If so, would you be willing to come and talk to our Year 10 and 11 Hospitality and Catering groups about your work, career or
perhaps do a cooking demonstration?
Please contact Mrs McKee (mckeec@jospehwhitaker.org) for more information.
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Cornwater Club
We will have served to record numbers of people at our events this year –
21 at the Cornwater Club and 35 at St Andrews Mission.
The ‘Cornwater Club’ runs several weekly sessions for lonely and elderly
members of our community in Ravenshead and Blidworth.
The monthly ‘tea and chatter’ group is for lonely and elderly members of our
community and run by a local church group at St Andrews Mission in
Blidworth. The Year 10 Hospitality and Catering class make and serve food
and hot drinks at these events.
Chloe Walker and Esther Turner (both Yr 10) provided musical entertainment
at both events, musical entertainment is a key part of the event and was
received very well and thoroughly enjoyed by the community groups.

Children In Need
Fantastic amount of money raised this
year for Children In Need.

A whopping....................

£1253.14
Thank you to everyone for their donations

Food Bank Donation

Since half term Sherwood House have been collecting food
donations. On Thursday 6 December they passed it on to the
Detached Youth Project for their Christmas Hampers which they
will deliver out to the local community and homeless on Christmas
Eve.
Thank you to everyone that sent in any donations, we are hoping
to carry on this great work in school therefore if you have any
unwanted food or toiletries please send them in to school or you
can drop them off directly to Rainworth Youth Club on Kirklington
Road.
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JW PTA
Please support our school lottery.
It raises much needed funds to create a better learning environment for your children. For further
details see the school website or use the following link. Many thanks for your continued support.
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/joseph-whitaker

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/parentkind

Dates for your Diary
Friday 1 February

Quiz Night
with Pie and Pea Supper
Watch out for ticket sales

Dates for PTA Meetings
Wednesday 9 January 2019, 19:30, venue to be confirmed
Tuesday 12 March 2019, 19:30, venue to be confirmed
Wednesday 8 May 2019, 19:30, venue to be confirmed
July meeting to be confirmed – short meeting and meal at The Hutt

Calling parents, carers and students! Wondered
what your child’s options might be Post 16? Post
18? Maybe looking for some useful tools to help
discuss career options with your child? Keep up to
date with all things careers at Joseph Whitaker and
follow our new social media pages.

@jwscareerschampions
Page 18

www.josephwhitaker.org

@jwscareers
01623 792327

Important Dates

24 Dec—4 January 2019

Christmas Holidays

7 January

Return to School

7 & 8 January

GCSE Mock Art Exam

9 & 10 January

Y12 Health and Social Care Exam

10 January

Y11 Health and Social Care Exam

14—18 January

Y9 Exams (All students will receive individual timetables by
20.12.18)

15 January

University Finance Presentation

15 January

Y13 Health and Social Care Exam

17 January

Y10 Subject Consultation Evening

21 January

MFL Mock Speaking Exam

22 January

DofE Bronze Kit and Food Workshop

22 & 23 January

Staff Panto

23 January

Y11 GCSE Poetry Live

24 January

Y11 Macbeth Trip

1 February

PTA Quiz Night

5 & 6 February

Evening of Dance

7 February

Y9 Subject Consultation Evening

8 February

Y11, 12 & 13 School Photographs

11 February

Chinese Cultural Event

13 February

Battle of the Bands Final

18-22 February

Half Term

Wishing you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy
New Year

Coming soon..............................
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