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Newsletter 

Dear Parent / Carer 

 
As the school closes on Friday for the Easter break we reflect on a very busy spring term both for staff and  

students. The Ofsted inspection was over four weeks ago now and seems a distant memory. I would reiterate 

my thanks to parents who completed the survey, orchestrated on Facebook I understand, with such positive 

feedback. The report is now in the public domain and adds to our very positive profile both for prospective    

parents and potential staff. Indeed, we have noticed an increased number of staff applying for the few jobs we 

have available for September and this enables us to further strengthen our team of teachers in all subjects. 

What you read nationally about difficulties in recruiting staff is factually accurate, especially in terms of new 

teachers coming into the profession. It is pleasing to note the number of ex Joseph Whitaker students who are 

either employed by us or who are training with us. 

 

When we return after Easter there will be only 13 school days before the first public examination and I am sure 

that everyone will wish our Year 11 and Year 13 students the very best of luck. This is the final year of         

examination change and all subjects at GCSE will now be using the new 9-1 grading system. Similarly, all       

A Level subjects are now on the linear specifications. It is very pleasing to see how hard students and staff 

have worked to get to this point, I frequently see large numbers of students attending the myriad of study     

support sessions, even on Friday evenings.  However, it is important that students maintain a balanced view of 

these  examinations and revise thoroughly but not at the expense of their health.  

 

In terms of the non-academic aspects of the school we saw the first staff panto in January. I can confirm that 

plans are in place for Staff Panto 2, the title remains under wraps but it promises to be very special!  

We raised over £1400 for Comic Relief via the non-uniform day and the Lip Sync event, once again the        

willingness of staff and the School Council to perform highlights the positivity in school currently.    

We have 80+ students beginning their Duke of Edinburgh Award journey at Bronze, more than 40 at Silver and 

2 groups of Gold. The Joseph Whitaker Facebook page is a great way to stay up to date with information. 

 

I do hope you enjoy reading about the many events enjoyed this term in the newsletter. 

Finally, on behalf of all our school community I wish you a peaceful and relaxing holiday. 



Sports News 

Y9 student Daniel Whitmore completed his first downhill mountain bike race 
in February. 

He came a very respectable 15 out of 30 plus riders and he was also the 
youngest in his category.  Being only 8 seconds off the fastest rider. 

Lucy and Lena Cooper qualified & competed in their first National skulling race (with Nottingham & Union    
Rowing Club) on Monday 18 March at Dorney Olympic Lake, Eton College Windsor.   

They came 7th out of 40 boats from the whole of the UK & Ireland. They even met Sir Steve Redgrave!  

30 students from years 7 to 10 went to watch     
Loughborough Lightning Netball Team play their     
Super League fixture against Wasps on Monday 18 
March.  

The students were treated to a fantastic game, which 
went down to the wire, with Loughborough scoring a 
last gasp goal in the final 5 seconds to win the game 
60-59.  

The students were great ambassadors for the school 
and a couple even managed to take to the court at 
half-time to compete in the shooting competition.  

Jorja Newbold finished off the Oakmere Winter Series with a second place in 

the last competition on Sunday 24 March. 

She also won the Order of Merit Shield which combines the best 4 out of 6 

scores of the series. 

The Winter season has seen her handicap fall and we wish you every success 

for the  Summer season. 

Daniel competed again on 30 March in the first stage of the Welsh Enduro.  

He finished tenth in his age group out of 43 riders and spent just over 8 hours 
in the saddle climbing a total of 1300 meters  

County Cup defeat for year 7 girls 

The year 7 girl’s football team put in a fantastic performance in the      
semi-final of the county cup, losing to a strong Toot Hill team on penalties.  

The team fought back from 5-3 down with two late goals to take the game 
to extra time. They continued to battle hard in extra time but unfortunately 
could not find a way through the stubborn Toot Hill defence.  

The game went to penalties with JWS losing 3-2. The team are looking 
forward to next season and going one step further! 



County Honours for Lottie 

Lottie Pidding in year 11 has been involved in the Nottinghamshire County Schools Under 16 Football Squad 
this year.  

She has been playing for the team regularly and scored a goal in a recent game against Humberside, resulting 
in a 1-1 draw.  

The team have a good chance of making their Midlands semi-final. Lottie plays her club matches for Mansfield 
Town Ladies FC. 

Nottinghamshire School Games Round-Up 

Joseph Whitaker School qualified for several different events at the Nottinghamshire School Games.  

The year 7 girl’s athletics team achieved a silver medal in the Sports Hall Athletics. The year 7 girl’s football 
team achieved a bronze medal in the Futsal competition. 

Y8 students Beth Hamilton ran in the u13 girls mini London marathon trials for the East Midlands on 31 March. 

The race was made up of 5 counties - Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Lincolnshire, Leicestershire and        
Northamptonshire.  Anyone can enter but the top 6 qualify to run in the mini London marathon  

Beth came 3rd and qualified to run the mini London marathon.  Fantastic achievement.  

The mini London marathon is  the last 5k of the London marathon. It happens on the same day but just starts a 
bit earlier, so is a great experience for a young athlete. 

 

Beth's next goal is to qualify for the UK Athletics Finals in Birmingham for the 1500m. She is a lower age group 
and will need to take at least 15 seconds off her PB to qualify.  She has her first 1500m of the season at the 
beginning of April which will be a good indicator of where she is.  We wish Beth every success. 



British Showjumping  

‘Just for Schools’  

Winter Championships 2019 

Milton Equestrian 30 March 

Well done to the showjumping team who 
competed at Milton on Saturday 30 March.   
Jodie Elkington came away with a 1st and 
2nd, Eleasha Froggatt got 6th place in the 
80cm and Amelia Bennett had an unlucky 
four faults at the last fence.  

This is the first year the showjumping team have competed 

together so it was a fantastic achievement to qualify for the 

Winter Championships.  Unfortunately not all team       

members could make the long trip to Wales for the      

weekend in March.   

Ellie Croyden-Smith, Skye Jones and Jodie Elkington     

represented JWS as a team in the 70cm and 80cm events.  

They then rode as individuals in a variety of heights from 

60cm up to the 1m class. 

The standard was incredibly high with some quality pony 

and rider combinations making competition very fierce.  

The placings were determined by points of a second in the 

timed phase.  All of the girls rode superbly under pressure. 

The team achieved 4th position in the 80cm a 2nd place, 

and silver medal in the 70cm.  Skye Jones placed 6th in 

the 70cm individual and 80cm individual event.   

The team will carry on competing until the end of the      

academic year in July, we are hoping we can qualify again 

for the Summer Championships held a little closer to home 

in Warwickshire. 

We are always on the lookout for new members.  If anyone is           

interested in joining the showjumping team please see            

Mrs Wootton. 



Performing Arts 

Our year 10 GCSE Music students had a fantastic afternoon at the opera. They were treated to an incredible  
performance of Mozart’s The Magic Flute. Opera North’s production of the renowned eighteenth-century opera 
was adapted for schools and was the first time many of our students had been to see an opera. 

On 27 March, we hosted our annual Music Recital Evening which was absolutely tremendous. This informal 
event gives opportunity for our musicians to showcase what they have been learning in their instrumental   
lessons.  

There was such a lot of talent on show as students performed a wide range of pieces on a diverse range of 
instruments from violins, clarinets and saxophones to guitars and voice. Some of our smaller ensembles such 
as the Flute Group, Advanced Woodwind Quartet and Jazz Group also provided stellar performances.  

Well done to all the performers involved on a very impressive concert! 

Our School Choir, and newly-formed Senior A Cappella Choir, were invited to perform at The National Youth 

Choir of Great Britain’s Live at Lunch Concert on the 27 March.  

Eight schools from Nottinghamshire performed on stage at the Royal Concert Hall in Nottingham to a public   

audience. The choirs all came together under the lead of Dominic Ellis-Peckham, an inspiring expert of choral 

music, to perform two pieces of music they learnt on the day. It was a truly beautiful concert and our 30 students 

were a credit to themselves and to the school. 

This photo is of our Senior A Cappella Choir performing ‘Hallelujah’. 







Trips & Events 

World Book Day celebrations started with the launch of our latest photography competition: GET CAUGHT 
READING! Students have to send in a picture of themselves reading in an unusual place to win points for their 
house and a prize for each year group. We have already had some interesting entries - our students reading 
comic characters, some are up a tree.  

Deadline is 5 April and entries should be send to photocomp@josephwhitaker.org  ensuring that name and 
tutor group is included in the email.  

 

A selection of Y8 and Y9 students were rewarded for their outstanding contributions to English lessons with a 
Murder Mystery taking place in the library. Students investigated the crime scene in the library, viewed witness 
interviews and collaborated in teams to discover the murderer! Coupled with a feast of chocolate, cookies, 
cakes and crisps, the students had a great afternoon!  

During science week, our amazing year seven students have been designing, 
building and racing rocket cars, as part of the national Race for the Line           
competition.  

The cars produced by each group were fantastic and made for a speedy display 
on race days!  

Well done to everyone involved with an extra special thanks to our sponsors at 
Glenair and North Midlands Construction PLC, without whom we would have be 
unable to participate in the competition . 

Ms Haywood took a small group of students (and some parents!) to 
Alton Towers as part of their ‘SEN Friendly Week’.  

Some were very adventurous and went on every big ride, others just 
one or two, but everyone seemed to agree that The Wicker Man and 
Thirteen were the best (and scariest!).  

Along with beautiful weather, lots of donuts and some souvenirs, a 
fantastic time was had by all. 

mailto:photocomp@josephwhitaker.org


Rolls Royce – Heritage centre in Derby. Up against 15 schools – only one can go through  

The competition comprises of 5 sections: 

1). Design and build a speed robot that will cover 4m in the fastest time.  

2). Design a robot that can solve 6 tasks on a pre-set arena layout – Follow a black and white line, pick up 
and transport two    vehicles, open a barrier and climb a ramp and stop at the top. No mean feet when all 
these tasks have to be pre-programmed – no remote control!  

3). Present to judges – a 5 minute discussion on how the team approached the design and programming 
challenges. 

4). Present to judges – a 5 minute presentation on an aspect of the area of Humanitarian Aid – we have 
chosen the development and delivery of an inflatable building that can be purposed as protective cover or 
hospital etc. As an idea – we have built a scale model that represents a 20m long, 10m wide and 8m high 
half round building.  

5). A teamwork challenge that we will not have eyes on until the day of the event. 

 

............................................Not one, not two, but three trophies won! (out of a total of 7 for the whole  

competition!)  

The group quickly got into their stride and performed out of their socks and knew that we needed to win to 
get through to the National Finals. 

500 schools entered and we are now down to the last 48. 

Fingers crossed for the Big Bang Fair Final. 

From left to right – Dora, Millie, Josh Fern, Olivier, Tom and Mia  

Tomorrows Engineers Robotics Challenge 

Young Engineers 



Thursdays heat was close 

with Justin Bieber             

(Mr Moore) and Ludacris  

(Mr McKeever) just pipping 

Abba to the first place spot .    

Friday saw the Backstreet 

Boys heartbreaking their 

way to the number one spot 

in front of Queen and The 

Firestarter himself            

(Mr Brookes) 

We raised a massive £1472.97 for Comic Relief 

with Non Uniform Day and Lip Sync Battle.  Thank 

you everyone for your support and contribution. 



In Year 9 Food, students are challenged to ‘design a limited edition burger meal based on their chosen     
culture as a theme aimed at 15-30 year olds’. 

 

The following students did exceptionally well, showing creativity and flair as well as speed and organisation 
in the practical lesson- well done! 

 

 Josh Chick – French Themed burger which included garlic snails, presentation and attention to detail 
was outstanding 

 Charlotte Crossland – Valentines themed burger with homemade heart shaped bread, beetroot sauce 
and heart shaped burger served with a homemade salsa 

 Lena Cooper – Vegetarian Greek Falafel burger, served in tomato flatbreads with a Greek salad on the 
side 

The Year 11 Hospitality and Catering practical exams 5 and 6 March. 

 

 Students cook two dishes with accompaniments independently in 3 hours and 45 minutes. 

 The practical exam is part of their Internal Assessment (worth 60% of their final grade) 

 Course: Level 2 Technical Award in Hospitality and Catering 

 Congratulations - Every student reached or exceeded their target grade, the standard produced 
was very good 

 Students are marked on their organisation, variety and complexity of skills shown, food safety and 
hygiene, presentation, independence and speed of working 

 Dishes ranged from lasagne (with homemade pasta and garlic bread) and Chicken Bhuna (with 
homemade curry paste and coriander naan), strawberry trifle and fruit crumble. 

Food Technology 



On Tuesday 5 March Year 7 student Harvey Morton received a courage award at the 28
th
 Courage Awards 

Luncheon held at Portland College.  

Twelve amazing young adults from around the area received a certificate and a silver engraved plate for 
demonstrating daily acts of bravery and resilience – with smiles and without complaints – Harvey being one 
of them.  

Harvey did both his parents and The Joseph Whitaker School proud! He is a fantastic young man whose 
enthusiasm and determination often mask his physical difficulties.  

Congratulations Harvey on a fantastic achievement.  

Photograph by 

Roger Grayson 

from The News 

Journal 

Courage Awards 



JW PTA 

Calling parents, carers and students! Wondered 
what your child’s options might be Post 16? Post 
18? Maybe looking for some useful tools to help 

discuss career options with your child? Keep up to 
date with all things careers at Joseph Whitaker and 

follow our new social media pages. 

@jwscareerschampions @jwscareers 

Please support our school lottery.  

It raises much needed funds to create a better learning environment for your children.  For further 

details see the school website or use the following link.  Many thanks for your continued support. 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/joseph-whitaker 

The Joseph Whitaker Parent Teacher Association (JWPTA) aims to encourage strong links between parents, 

students and staff at the school.  The members, along with the School Council and Senior Leadership          

representative, meet regularly to organise and promote activities which support the school and benefit its 

students. If you are unable to attend the Committee Meetings but are able to support any events or you have 

ideas about raising funds please contact us: jwpta@josephwhitaker.org. 



Important Dates 

6  - 23 April   Last Day of Spring term—normal school day 3.05pm finish 

26 April   Y12/13 Houses of Parliament Visit 

30 April   Junior Maths Challenge 

30 April   Y11 Celebration Afternoon 

2 May   Y8 Subject Consultation Evening 

3 May   Y13 Spanish Speaking Exam 

6 May   Bank Holiday Monday 

7-9 May   Y13 Art Exam 

8 May   Y10 Careers Day 

9 May   Y7 Subject Consultation Evening 

10 May   Y13 Celebration Afternoon 

13 May    GCSE Exams begin 

25 May—3 June  Half term 

 

Safe Social Media Use 

Just a reminder to keep an eye on your child’s use of social media. Each week there seems to be new apps 
developed that are potentially harmful to your child’s welfare. One that we have recently heard about is     
TELLONYM.  

Please check your child’s phone regularly. 


