
 

A MONSTER CALLS*  
Patrick Ness 
 
‘The monster showed up just after 
midnight. As they do. But it isn’t the 
monster Conor's been expecting.’  
 
An extraordinary and heart-breaking 
tale of mischief, healing and above 
all, the courage it takes to survive. 

BUMFACE 
Morris Gleitzman 
 
Angus dreams of being bold, brave, 
wild and free. Instead he's his mum's 
Mr Dependable, always looking after 
the younger ones and cleaning up. 
He's desperate to stop and with a bit 
of help from his new friend, Rindi, he 
might just do it . . . 

SKY THIEVES 
Dan Walker 
 
Love Pirates of the Caribbean? Then 
prepare to be swept away by this new 
swashbuckling adventure series.  
Talented Nottinghamshire author, Dan 
Walker, creates an imaginative world 
where thieves sail the skies in flying 
galleons-an action-packed adventure 
of epic scale.  

Shadow 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
Never have Aman and his mother 
needed a friend more than when a 
Springer Spaniel appears – thin and 
war-ravaged – in the mouth of their 
Afghan cave.  Like a shadow.  

 

THE WEIGHT OF WATER 
Sarah Crossan 
 
Armed with a suitcase, Kasienka and 
her mother head for England... At 
home her mother's heart is breaking 
and at school friends are scarce. But 
when someone special swims into her 
life, Kasienka learns that there might 
be more than one way for her to stay 
afloat. 

THE DARK IS RISING 
Susan Cooper 
 
It is Midwinter's Eve, the night before 
Will's eleventh birthday. Will is about to 
make a shocking discovery - that he is 
the last person to be born with the pow-
er of the Old Ones, and as a guardian of 
the Light he must begin a dangerous 
journey to vanquish the terrifyingly evil 
magic of the Dark. 

PIG HEART BOY 
Malorie Blackman  
 
You're thirteen. All you want is a nor-
mal life. But most normal kids don't 
need heart transplants. 
 
So there's this doctor. He says there's 
a chance for you. But he also says it's 
experimental, controversial and risky. 
And it's never been done before. 

THE GRAVEYARD BOOK 
Neil Gaiman 
 
When a baby escapes a murderer in-
tent on killing the entire family, who 
would have thought it would find safe-
ty and security in the local graveyard? 
Brought up by the resident ghosts, 
ghouls and spectres, Bod has an ec-
centric childhood learning about life 
from the dead... 
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LOOKING FOR JJ  
Anne Cassidy  
 
A gripping and emotionally searing 
novel from a talented author, Looking 
for JJ explores the circumstances and 
motives behind the murder of a child - 
by her friend. Six years later, JJ has 
now been released, and has a new 
identity. But is there any way that she 
can lead a "normal" life? 

ONE 
Sarah Crossan  
 
Grace and Tippi don't like being stared 
and sneered at, but they're used to it. 
They're conjoined twins - united in 
blood and bone. What they want is to 
be looked at in turn, like they truly are 

two people. They want real friends. 
And what about love? 

MAGGOT MOON 
Sally Gardner 
Standish lives in a ruthless regime who 
are determined to beat its enemies in 
the race to the moon. When his best 
friend Hector is suddenly taken away, 
Standish realises that it is up to the 
regime, his grandfather and a small 
band of rebels to confront and defeat 
the ever-present oppressive forces of 
the Motherland.  

BUFFALO SOLDIER* 
Tanya Landman 
"What kind of a girl steals the clothes from a 
dead man's back and runs off to join the ar-
my? A desperate one. That's who." At the 
end of the American Civil War, Charley – a 
young African-American slave from the deep 
south – is ostensibly freed.I n a terrifyingly 
lawless land, where the colour of a person's 
skin can bring violent death, Charley disguis-
es herself as a man and joins the army. 

The Hate You Give* 
Angie Thomas 
Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two 
worlds: the poor neighbourhood 
where she was born and raised and 
her posh high school in the suburbs. 
The uneasy balance between them is 
shattered when Starr is the only wit-
ness to the fatal shooting of her un-
armed best friend, Khalil, by a police 
officer.  

THE BUNKER DIARY* 
Kevin Brooks  
 
It was still dark when I woke up this 
morning. As soon as my eyes opened I 
knew where I was.  
There are six little rooms along the 
main corridor. There are no windows. 
No doors. The lift is the only way in or 
out. 

ADRIAN MOLE 
Sue Townsend 
 
Friday January 2nd I felt rotten today. 
It's my mother's fault for singing 'My 
Way' at two o'clock in the morning at 
the top of the stairs. Just my luck to 
have a mother like her. There is a 
chance my parents could be alcohol-
ics. Next year I could be in a children's 
home. 

NOUGHTS & CROSSES 
Malorie Blackman  
 
Sephy is a Cross – a member of the 
dark-skinned ruling class. Callum is a 
nought – a 'colourless' member of the 
underclass who were once slaves to 
the Crosses. The two have been 
friends since early childhood. But 
that's as far as it can go. 
 

THE HOUND OF THE 
BASKERVILLES  
Arthur Conan Doyle  
 
When Sir Charles Baskerville is found 
dead on the wild Devon moorland with 
the footprints of a giant hound nearby, 
the blame is placed on a family curse. It 
is left to Sherlock Holmes and Doctor 
Watson to solve the mystery of the 
legend of the phantom hound before 
Sir Charles' heir comes to an equally 
gruesome end. 

I’M THE KING OF THE CASTLE  
Susan Hill  
‘I didn’t want you to come here.’ So says 
the note that the boy Edmund Hooper 
passes to Charles Kingshaw upon his arrival 
at Warings. But young Kingshaw and his 
mother have come to live with Hooper and 
his father in the ugly, isolated Victorian 
house for good. To Hooper, Kingshaw is an 
intruder, a boy to be subtly persecuted, 
and Kingshaw finds that even the most or-
dinary object can be turned by Hooper into 
a source of terror. 

* Parents/carers should be warned that books contain references to violence, drug abuse and death.  



 

ROOM 
Emma Donaghue 
 
Room is the story of a five-year-old 
called Jack, who lives in a single room 
with his Ma and has never been out-
side. When he turns five, he starts to 
ask questions, and his mother reveals 
to him that there is a world beyond 
the walls.  

THE ROAD 
Cormac McCarthy 
 
The Road is a post-apocalyptic tale of a 
journey of a father and his young son 
over a period of several months, across 
a landscape blasted by an unspecified 
cataclysm that has destroyed most of 
civilization and, in the intervening 
years, almost all life on Earth. 

To Kill a Mockingbird 
Harper Lee  
'Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit 

'em, but remember it's a sin to kill a mocking-
bird.' 
A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends 
the real mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic novel 
- a black man charged with the rape of a white 
girl. Through the young eyes of Scout and Jem 
Finch, Lee explores the irrationality of adult atti-
tudes to race and class in the Deep South of the 
1930s.  

LIFE OF PI  
Yann Martel  
 
After the tragic sinking of a cargo ship, 
a solitary lifeboat remains bobbing on 
the wild, blue Pacific. The only survi-
vors from the wreck are a sixteen year
-old boy named Pi, a hyena, a zebra 
(with a broken leg), a female orang-
utan and a 450-pound Royal Bengal 

GREAT EXPECTATIONS  
Charles Dickens  
 
Considered by many to be Dickens' finest 
novel, Great Expectations traces the 
growth of the book's narrator, Philip Pirrip 
(Pip), from a boy of shallow dreams to a 
man with depth of character. From its 
famous dramatic opening on the bleak 
Kentish marshes, the story abounds with 
some of Dickens' most memorable charac-
ters. 

THE BOOK THIEF  
Markus Zusak  
 
1939. Nazi Germany. The country is hold-
ing its breath. Death has never been bus-
ier. 
Liesel, a nine-year-old girl, is living with a 
foster family on Himmel Street. .. her 
story and the story of the inhabitants of 
her street when the bombs begin to fall. 
 
SOME IMPORTANT INFORMATION - THIS 
NOVEL IS NARRATED BY DEATH 

The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-time 
Mark Haddon 
This murder mystery novel is like no 
other. The detective, and narrator, is 
Christopher Boone. Christopher is 
fifteen and has Asperger's Syndrome. 
He knows a very great deal about 
maths and very little about human 
beings. When he finds a neighbour's 
dog murdered he sets out on a terrify-
ing journey which will turn his whole 
world upside down. 

1984 
George Orwell 
 
Nineteen Eighty-Four is George Or-
well's terrifying vision of a totalitarian 
future in which everything and every-
one is slave to a tyrannical regime. 
The novel also coined many new 
words and phrases which regular ap-
pear in popular culture, such as 'Big 
Brother', 'thoughtcrime', 'doublethink' 
and 'Newspeak'. 

BILL BRYSON NON-FICTION 
 
‘A Walk in the Woods’ ‘Notes from a 
Small Island’ and ‘Down Under’ name 
just a few of Bill Bryson’s humorous 
travel writing.  
 
Perfect for someone who loves non-
fiction.  

LORD OF THE FLIES  
William Golding 
 
A plane crashes on an uninhabited 
island and the only survivors, a 
group of schoolboys, assemble on 
the beach and wait to be rescued. 
By day they inhabit a land of bright 
fantastic birds and dark blue seas, 
but at night their dreams are 
haunted by the image of a terrify-
ing beast. 


