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During the last couple of years we have been able to make improvements to the fabric of the school and
invest in new resources. I am very pleased to report this will continue this summer and some projects
have already started.
Visitors to the school will have noticed the relocation of the reception area and the whole of this area will
be refurbished during the next few months. Apologies for the appearance of this area in the short term.
Detailed below are some of the other planned projects:


















Replacement of the 3G football pitch (Funded by EMET)
New student toilets and disabled toilet in main reception
Air conditioning being installed in 16 classrooms
Additional canopy area for students
Replacement of 240 laptops in 8 laptop trollies
Upgrade to the Wi-Fi network
40 new PCs and furniture in the new resource area / library
Reconfiguration of English spaces to create new classroom and staff workroom
Refurbishment of PE changing rooms
Re-decoration of gym and dance studios including repair and re-sealing of floors
New sound and lighting in the main hall
New electronic signing in system and door security system.
Additional resources including text books and specialist equipment for all departments
Refurbishment of identified classrooms and replacement of furniture
Proposed new external performance area including canopy, electrics and stage for music
performances
Proposed new science room and additional classrooms (Funded by EMET and school)

The vast majority of the projects have been prioritised after consultation with the School Council. At
their most recent meeting the JWPTA have allocated £5000 to the School Council to support projects of
their choice that will benefit all students at lunchtime. As ever a massive thank you to our committed PTA
members, they do a fantastic job.

Sports News
Joe and his Mansfield Town FC Under 12 team take on Real Madrid!
Joe Turner, a year 7 student, competed for Mansfield Town FC Under 12’s in the annual Copa Mallorca International Tournament. The competition took place in Majorca over the Easter holidays and included 25
teams from England, Spain, Ibiza, Poland, Ireland, Majorca, Menorca, Catalonia and Puerto Rico. Joe and
his team had a very successful tournament reaching the semi-final, where they had the opportunity to test
themselves against the mighty Real Madrid. The young Stags lost to Real in the semi-final 6-0. Joe and his
team performed brilliantly throughout the entire tournament and should be proud of their achievements. We
wish Joe and his team luck in their next game!

(https://www.chad.co.uk/sport/football/mansfield-town-u12s-shine-until-finally-halted-by-real-madrid-in-copamallorca-semi-finals-1-9731377) there is more info and a picture here.

Silver for the boy’s handball team
Joseph Whitaker School took an inexperienced team to compete in the year 8 handball School Games
competition. Despite the boys playing very little handball prior to this competition, the team was full of very
talented individuals. The boys had a successful competition and won a Silver medal. Well done boys!

Jorja is first in Nottinghamshire!

Jorja Newbold continues to have a storming golf season and competed in the Nottinghamshire School’s Golf Competition. Jorja
played a fantastic round of golf and won the competition, meaning
she will now go on to represent Nottinghamshire at the upcoming
Midlands Competition.
In addition to Jorja’s golfing success, she has recently completed a
GirlsGolfRocks Ambassador Training. As part of this role, Jorja is
involved in raising awareness and promoting golf to other young
girls. There are some fantastic opportunities for girls locally with
Oakmere Golf Club offering girls only sessions, which include a
goody bag! If you are interested in becoming involved, please see a
member of the PE department or Jorja for more information.
6th formers lose out in semi-final!
Our 6th form football team missed out on a place in the Mansfield Cup, losing to Ashfield in the semi-final. This
was a shame for the boys as it was some of the players’ last game for Joseph Whitaker.

Swimming success for JWS students
Alice Jones and Francis Dermody in year 9 have qualified for the Midlands Swimming Championships. Alice
qualified for the 50 metres Freestyle and finished in the top 30, despite competing in an older age group. She
will swim in the 4X100 medley and 4X100M freestyle on Saturday 18 th May and Sunday 19th May. Francis
competed in the 50M backstroke and 50M freestyle, placing 14 th in both events. He will swim in the 100M
backstroke on Saturday 18th May. We wish both Alice and Francis the best of luck!

Serenity is ranked number 1
Serenity Joynt has had a brilliant start to the athletics season. Serenity,
who is in year 7 competed at the AAA County Championships in the
shot putt, throwing a huge 10.35 metres. This ensured that Serenity finished top of the podium and is now ranked number 1 in the UK! An incredible achievement – well done Serenity!

Jagoda secures a bronze medal!
Jagoda Bochynek, in year 7, competed in a Rhythmic Gymnastics competition for Robin Hood Gymnastics
Club at the start of May. Jagoda competed in the ball competition and finished 3 rd. She hopes to compete in
other disciplines in the future. Well done Jagoda.
Ollie shines for England!
After 8 months of intense trials, Ollie Turner in year 8, was selected to represent his country in the U13 England boys ice hockey team! Ollie travelled to Turku, Finland for an international tournament, which included
teams from Slovakia, Finland, and Russia. The tournament took place over the weekend of 13/14 th April. The
team had an outstanding competition and won the whole tournament winning every game (six in total over 2
days) facing some fierce, and very talented opposition along the way! Ollie had a hugely successful competition. He is a defender, yet still managed to score 2 cracking goals for his country, hit the crossbar twice, gain
2 assists for goals, and won one man of the match!!
Ollie has also made the Midlands Conference team for the 4th consecutive year, which is a huge accomplishment in itself. Ollie picked up more awards from the Conference weekend, winning an ‘All Star’ shirt for
being 1 of the 2 best defenders from the entire tournament( in U13’s), which boast teams from the South
East, South West, Midlands, Northern, and Scotland’s national team!
Ollie’s hockey career could not be going any better and he has achieved everything that he could have done
so far. The next step for Ollie is to represent Great Britain but he will have to wait until he is eligible for the
under 16 age group. Well done Ollie, what a fantastic achievement. We look forward to hearing about your
future achievements.

Cheerleading Success
Jessica Street in 8C1 recently took part in the UKCA Spring Championships
(Cheerleading competition) in Manchester.
Her team Spotlight Stars did exceptionally well, earning 1 x 1st, 3 x 2nd, 2 x 3rd
and 1 x 4th place trophies.
Photographs show Jessica with one of her teammates Olivia Jackson who is in
Year 7 Rufford.
Watch this space for Harriet's gymnastic success
Year 7 student Harriet Butcher represented Mansfield
Gymnastics Club in the Erewash Valley Gymnastics
Spring invitational Competition in early May.
Harriet came 1st on Bar, 2nd on vault, 5th on floor and
4th in the overall for her age group/level.

On Friday 10 May two Gold DofE teams departed for their practice expedition in the Yorkshire Dales. The
weather forecast was not favourable but fortunately this was inaccurate with lots of sunshine! The students
undertook an extended version of the Yorkshire 3 peak challenge. The teams began in Horton on
Ribblesdale, journeying to Dent and taking in Pen Y Ghent. This day was very demanding due to the high
temperatures and the walking distance undertaken. On day two the teams ascended Whernside which was a
challenge as the climb was very steep, the temperatures again rose to 20+ degrees making it very difficult. On
the final day the teams walked up Ingleborough which began to take its toll with team blisters ! The teams will
be completing the qualifying expedition in the Lake District in mid July. Well done to everyone involved.

During the past l4 months fifteen staff have been taking part in training events around the country in
preparation for our attempt on the National 3 Peaks Challenge. Mr Phillips will be leading the challenge with
the assistance of Mr Ayres & Mr Needham to raise funds to support the Outdoor Education Programme. The
staff will be taking part in the national challenge on Saturday 15 June 2019.
The Key facts of the 24 hour challenge:

The three mountains are:
•Snowdon, in Wales (1085m)

•Scafell Pike, in England (978m)
•Ben Nevis, in Scotland (1345m)
A popular misconception is that the three mountains that form the challenge are the three tallest on the British
mainland. Rather, they are the tallest mountains within each representative country: Scafell Pike is the tallest
in England; Snowdon, the tallest in Wales and Ben Nevis the tallest in Scotland — over one hundred peaks in
Scotland are higher than Scafell Pike, and 56 higher than Snowdon. The staff have a JustGiving page for
donations towards school activities and the school charity.

Whitemeadow have chosen our school as one of
their entries into The Furniture Makers’ Company’s
School Design initiative competition.
We have selected two students: Esme Short
(year 13) and Winona Yau (year 11) as our school
finalists for the competition.

They have been awarded the School Design Prize
sponsored by The Furniture Makers’ Company.
They will now be entered into the national
competition in London where they could win
hundreds of pounds worth of vouchers for
themselves and the school.
Mrs Richardson, Head of Technology, and Mr Bell
are pictured presenting the awards.

Trips & Events

At Easter ninety-five students and twelve staff travelled to Grossarl Austria with Premier Ski & Snowboard,
staying at the 4 star, Hotel Lammwirt. The group had snow and beautiful sunshine over the week which gave
amazing spring conditions. The group took part in daily snowsports activities for 6 hours and an après
programme which included swimming, pizza and disco evenings. The students were a credit to the school
displaying exemplary behaviour, which was commented on by the hotel, instructors and coach drivers. For
next year’s trip there were over 180 applications which has resulted in 150 students travelling next Easter!

Year 13 students on the Advanced Sport
Programme have spent three days in the
Peak District taking part in their
navigation assessments for the Lowland
Leader Level 3 Award. The assessment
encompassed everything they have
learned over the past 2 years about
leading groups in the lowland
environment, camp craft, first aid and
team work. The students also support the
Duke of Edinburgh awards at Bronze and
Silver, they have been invaluable.
Through this course they have all been
able to access University courses within
sport and outdoor education.

Y11 Celebration
Afternoon

Y13 Celebration
Afternoon

Congratulations to the following students who achieved awards for the Maths Challenge

Silver
Ella Armstrong
Georgia Rawden
Saif Ahmed
Oliver Park
Bronze
Callum Cotterill
Amelia Gerrard
Jacob Saunders
Zachary Boulton
Katie Gee
Thomas Doran
Jacob Burrows

Congratulations
Chloe Boulton successfully completed her National Pool Lifeguard Qualification over the Easter holidays
with an advanced first aid certificate and the automated enhanced defibrillator training too!
Year 10 Careers Morning

Year 10 took part in some speed networking with 20 different employers on 8th May. They found out about
different careers and pathways into each job. They also took part in some ‘Have a go sessions’ where they
were stopped and searched by the police, built giant structures and took part in the Lego challenge. Thank

you very much to Gedling Council and all the employers for giving year 10 students this experience.

The fifty eight students of the Challenge Club in years 7,8 and 9 have been working hard over the last term on
their Academic Research Projects. There was some fantastic projects this year on the theme of Inspirational
Leaders ranging from Oprah Winfrey and Emma Watson to Martin Luther King and Napoleon. It was truly
inspiring to read the detailed research, which highlighted the variety of inspirational leaders across all fields of
work, and some fortunate students even had the chance to interview their chosen person. Above is a photo of
Lawrence Burton who was lucky enough to meet Joe Root, England’s Cricket Captain.
On the 4th April the students and their parents celebrated their results at a presentation evening. Every
student received their individual feedback for their project and presentation and a certificate to recognise their
efforts with their hard-earned university grade. Alice Jones, Thomas Burkitt, Anna Thornton, Harry Stewart
and Kayden Walker all had the courage to speak in front of staff and parents on their chosen topic and all
were praised for the intelligent and confident approach to their presentations.
Students are now working on the Challenge Club Passport where they have to complete as many activities as
possible with each activity earning points towards Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards. Good luck to everyone!

Our rocket car team went to compete at the Race for the Line regional finals held at RAF Waddington.
They spent the day building and racing their rocket car as well as taking part in activities organised by the
RAF.
Although we did not make it to the national finals, the team worked incredibly hard, approaching the task with
enthusiasm and determination. They represented the school well and should be extremely proud of their
efforts.

We would again like to thank our sponsors at Glenair and North Midland Construction PLC for giving our Y7
students the opportunity to take part in the competition.
The practical experience and learning gained from their participation was invaluable.
#RFTL #RAFwaddington

Term Dates 2019-20
A reminder that we break for the summer holidays on Friday 19 July 2019 at 12:05pm.
Please remember that the next academic year sees the introduction of a 2 week October half-term, with
a subsequent reduction of the summer holidays to 5 weeks in 2020.
A brief outline of the term dates and planned Inset Days for 2019-20 is provided below:
Friday 30 August: INSET DAY* 1 School closed to pupils
Monday 2 September: INSET DAY 2 School closed to pupils
Tuesday 3 September: INSET DAY 3 School closed to pupils
Wednesday 4 September: Autumn Term 1 begins
Thursday 17 October: School breaks for half-term
Friday 18 October: INSET DAY 4 School closed to pupils
October half-term: Monday 21 October-Friday1 November
Monday 4 November: Autumn Term 2 begins
Friday 20 December 12:05pm: End of Autumn Term
Christmas holidays Monday 23 December 2019 – Friday 3 January 2020
Monday 6 January: Spring Term 1 begins
Friday 14 February: School breaks for half-term
Half-term holiday Monday 17 February – Friday 21 February
Monday 24 February: Spring Term 2 begins
Friday 3 April 3:05pm: End of Spring Term
Easter holidays Monday 6 April – Friday 17 April
Monday 20 April: Summer Term 1 begins
Friday 22 May: School breaks for half-term
Half-term holiday Monday 25 May – Friday 29 May
Monday 1 June: Summer Term 2 begins
Friday 3 July: INSET DAY 5 School closed to pupils
Friday 24 July 12:05pm: End of Summer Term
Tuesday 1 September 2020: INSET Day 1 School closed to pupils
Wednesday 2 September 2020: Autumn Term 1 begins
*A reminder that the school year for students is 190 school days, Inset Days are not additional holidays
for staff.

Summer Concert
NB The Summer Concert has been changed to Wednesday 10 July at 7pm

Examination Results Days
Year 11 and Year 13 examinations are well underway and things appear to be going very well.
A reminder that the results are released on the following dates:
Year 13: Thursday 15 August
Year 11: Thursday 22 August

JW PTA
Please support our school lottery.
It raises much needed funds to create a better learning environment for your children. For further
details see the school website or use the following link. Many thanks for your continued support.
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/joseph-whitaker

The Joseph Whitaker Parent Teacher Association (JWPTA) aims to encourage strong links between parents,
students and staff at the school. The members, along with the School Council and Senior Leadership
representative, meet regularly to organise and promote activities which support the school and benefit its
students. If you are unable to attend the Committee Meetings but are able to support any events or you have
ideas about raising funds please contact us: jwpta@josephwhitaker.org.

Calling parents, carers and students! Wondered
what your child’s options might be Post 16? Post
18? Maybe looking for some useful tools to help
discuss career options with your child? Keep up to
date with all things careers at Joseph Whitaker and
follow our new social media pages.

@jwscareerschampions

@jwscareers

Important Dates

3 June

First day back

3—7 June

MFL Speaking Exam

10—14 June

Y7 Internal Examinations

14 June

Trip to Leeds University Y12

17—28 June

Y10/12 Internal Examinations

19 June

Y11 Prom Rufford Golf Club

24—28 June

Y8 Internal Examinations

25—26 June

Y12 Induction days

26 June

Space Centre Trip

28 June

Fashion Show

1—5 July

Y10 and 12 Work Experience

2—3 July

Y6 Induction

3 July

Y6 School in Action Evening

4 July

Performing Arts Showcase

5 July

Space Centre Trip

6 July

JWS Clumber Park Run

8—12 July

Chinese Visitors in School

9 July

Y10 Trip to Edale

10 July

Provisional Sports Day

10 July

Summer Concert

11 July

History Club Trip

11 July

Y10 Trip to Edale

11 July

Y10 Parents Cons Evening

11 July

Local Governing Body Meeting

12 July

Y10 Trip to Edale

12 July

Y8 Newark Literacy Festival

15—16 July

Y10/12 Mock Art Exams

15 July

Y10 Hospitality and Catering
Event

15 July

Achievement Evening

17 July

School Careers Fair

18 July

Party in the Park

19 July

School closes at 12.05pm for the
Summer

School Meal Costs 2019-20
Advance warning that there will be a small increase to school meal prices in September 2019. This is the
first such rise in two years and reflects the increased supplier costs. For example, a meal deal will rise
from £2.40 to £2.50.
Parent Governor Vacancies
From September 2019 we will have 2 vacancies for Parent Governors. Details on how to apply for these
posts will be available towards the end of this term. Typically the Local Governing Body meet formally 4
times per year starting at 6pm. Each Governor is also linked to a key area of the school. For example
Standards, Finance, SEN provision, etc. The ability to be able to visit the school during the school day is
advantageous, but not compulsory, to see the ‘school in action’.
If you are interested but have additional questions please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Wootton.
woottont@josephwhitaker.org

