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20 September 2019 

Dear Parent / Carer 

I write to you to share some news updates after our first three weeks of the school year.  

Examination Results 2019  

I now have a better informed picture of our Academy Trust results and an indication of 

unofficial national results. The first official DfE statistics will not be available until October, 

however, we are very confident that the school results have improved again and this is 

against the backdrop of every subject following the new specifications. For GCSE we are 

estimating a headline figure of 0.17 for Progress 8, this is dependent upon all schools 

performance and therefore it may change.  

Boys’ achievement 

Our most recent Ofsted inspection highlighted one next step, which was: 

‘All pupils make consistently strong progress across the curriculum, especially boys and 
disadvantaged pupils, by applying their understanding at greater depth in extended pieces 
of written work’. 

I would like to contextualise this statement and reiterate what I have said during the 

information evenings for our new student intake. The achievement gap between white, 

working class boys and their peers is a national educational, and social, issue.  The 

underperformance is particularly evident in literacy levels; the data suggests that the gaps 

in performance appear before the children start at primary school. 

At the Joseph Whitaker School most boys do achieve very well across all subjects, and 

as a group, all boys have performed better at GCSE than boys nationally and have 

outperformed boys in similar schools.  

However, some boys at our school are not achieving as well as their peers, particularly in 

those areas which rely on good levels of literacy. To overcome this we need total support 

from all parents throughout your child’s time at school, high aspirations from everyone 

and the encouragement for all students to read regularly, at home as well as at 

school.  As a school we may need to provide additional support and resources (where 

they do not exist at home) and perhaps above all else we need from the students 

themselves the desire and drive to want to improve for themselves.  

School in Action Evening  

The Year 6 Open Evening is on Thursday 26 September, starting at 6pm. It is clear that 

we will be oversubscribed again and therefore it is incredibly important that all parents 

complete the application process to Nottinghamshire Local Authority by 31 October 2019. 

If this deadline is missed the local authority place you below all other applicants. A 

reminder that students within our feeder schools do not have to complete the  
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Supplementary Admission Form for a specialism place but must complete the online 

application to the Local Authority. Please read the full admissions policy carefully and 

please ask your primary school or The Joseph Whitaker School if you need additional 

support. 

Mr Worsley, Technology teacher update 

Phil Worsley continues to receive treatment for cancer and will not be back to school this 

term. We are hopeful he may be able to visit us at some point. I have passed on your 

messages of support to Phil, he does really appreciate this. 

However, I think it appropriate that we recognise Phil’s contribution to JWS throughout the 

next year. Therefore, we asked Phil to identify an appropriate school charity or charities 

for the year. Next week we have our annual whole school cake sale and Phil has named 

Macmillan and an engineering charity, which provides engineering opportunities for young 

people of school age, obviously a cause close to his heart.  

Could I please ask that even more parents and students support the cake sale next 

Friday, given the vast contribution Phil Worsley has made to the school and community? 

Thank you in anticipation of your help. 

JWPTA and School Council (Pupils and Parents Together) 

We are very fortunate to have a thriving PTA who last year raised over £5000. This 

amount has been allocated to the School Council, who have ownership of this money. 

Previously the PTA provided all of the new picnic benches and the current allocation is 

aimed at improving lunchtime areas for students. 

Through the PTA I also have direct contact with parents who are able to raise any issues 

with me about the school. This gives an additional ‘parental voice’ to work alongside our 

governing body. I am incredibly grateful to the committee and all of the parents who 

support events. 

So, if parents could support your children by supporting the PTA that would be fantastic. 

 The School Lottery is £1 per week, with a weekly prize of over £20 and a chance 

of winning a national prize of £25,000. If 100 people join it will generate over 

£2500 per year for the students, for no effort whatsoever.  

 The next big event is on Friday 8 November, with our 80s disco. Tickets will be 

available from next week. The social events are always good fun. 

 If any parents could donate chocolates, wine or other suitable goods for raffle 

prizes that would be fantastic. Please drop these into school reception or send in 

with the children…unless it is alcohol! 

The details for the JWPTA are regularly advertised via Facebook and on the school 

website. 
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Housekeeping 

I have been asked by local residents and parents to remind everyone about the following 

when picking up or dropping off students: 

 Please drop off at the bus park in the mornings not the Sports Hall car park, as 

this increases the level of risk to children crossing the access road. 

 Please do not block resident driveways. 

 Please drive responsibly when using the Archer Car Park, remember that is a 

private car park and they could stop its use at any point. 

 At the end of the school day please do not use the bus park to collect students. 

However, after 3:15pm both main car parks are open to use freely. 

School closing hours 

Unless there are specific events the main school office closes at 4:30pm (4pm on 

Fridays), please use the school email system to contact us after this time. School clubs 

typically end by 5pm and students should be off site after this time. The site is secured by 

6pm each evening (5:30pm on Fridays). 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mr David Bell 

Headteacher 
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