
December 2019 Newsletter 

Dear Parent / Carer 

Headship 

As you are aware the next Headteacher of the school will be Mrs Carey Ayres.  

I am delighted that Carey has been successful and I know that she will continue to 

maintain the ethos of the school but make changes that move the school forwards. 

Mrs Ayres also becomes the first female Headteacher in the history of The Joseph 

Whitaker School. 

Throughout the next two terms there will be a comprehensive handover process to 

ensure that everything is in place for September. Up until that point I remain fully   

responsible for the school, albeit I will also be working across the Academy Trust on 

school improvement. Mrs Ayres will be in charge of the day to day running of the 

school when I am not on site. To facilitate these changes we have also increased 

the capacity of the senior leadership team by appointing Mr Watson, Director of 

Sport, as the Assistant Head in charge of KS3 Achievement and Assessment for the 

next two terms. We will of course keep parents fully informed of any further changes 

as things progress. 

Staffing 

At the end of this term we say goodbye to Miss Keating, English teacher, who is 

moving away from Nottinghamshire. We welcome Mrs Bexon-Armstrong to the   

English department in January. Mrs Haynes, KS4 Maths lead, begins her maternity 

leave at the end of this week and we have recruited Ms Beastall back to the school 

to teach Maths for two terms. Mrs Yarnall also joins us as the new Head of Art, she 

taught at JWS over 15 years ago and is another outstanding teacher. 

Finally I would like to wish everyone a restful and peaceful Christmas. 

Mr David Bell 



Sports News 

Y10 student Wyatt Burman 
won gold in his weight category 
recently in taekwondo.  

Jessica Street (9C1) took part in 
the UKCA Winter Championships 
(Cheerleading competition) in 
Manchester. Her team Spotlight 
Stars came away with their best 
ever results gaining 3 x 1st, 4 x 
2nd and 2 x 3rd place trophies.  

GB selection for Sam 

Sam Hammond in year 8 qualified to compete in 
the GB Climbing selection event. The event was 
held in Sheffield in November. On Saturday Sam 
competed in Bouldering and on Sunday he       
competed in the Lead and Speed event. Sam 
came first overall and therefore secured his place 
in the GB squad for 2020. Congratulations Sam – 
what a fantastic achievement! 

U13 girls football qualify to represent Stags! 

The year 7/8 girl’s football team have enjoyed a very impressive run of form lately. They competed in the local 
finals of the EFL Cup in the pouring rain and won the competition meaning they will go on to the Area Finals and 
represent Mansfield Town FC, playing against a number of other clubs including Nottingham Forest and Derby 
County. This competition is a particularly exciting one, as if the team progresses to the final, they will have the 
opportunity to play at Wembley Stadium! 

Year 7/8 rugby success 

The Year 7&8 rugby team went to Magnus to compete in a rugby festival including schools from Tuxford, William 
Robertson and the hosts. In torrential condition the boys played some exciting rugby with the whole team making 
an impact on both the attacking and defensive sides of the game. It was great to see some of the year 7        stu-
dents having their first outing for JWS with lots of talent on show. We comfortably beat Magnus and after a com-
petitive first half wore Tuxford down for a second win. Unfortunately due to the poor weather conditions the final 
game was cancelled and we were crowned joint winners of the competition  

Results round-up! 

Year 7 boys Futsal Newark and Sherwood champions,  

Year 7 & 8 progress to the 4th round of the ESFA Cup with    
2-1 win over Kirk Balk Academy, Barnsley. 

Year 7 boys Nottinghamshire County Cup 4-0 win Vs 
Dukeries.  

Year 10 & 11 girls came 2nd in the West Notts. 5 a-side foot-
ball tournament.  

Year 8 netball team – winners of round 1 Nottinghamshire 
CVL tournament.  

https://www.facebook.com/The-Joseph-Whitaker-School-Official-Site-390182341026970/inbox/?mailbox_id=390182341026970&selected_item_id=582564321#


Great Cross-country results for JWS! 

Stage 3 Results and Final Standing of the School Cross Country League.  

 

Yr7 Girls Stage 3 results 

4 Freya Longmead  

9 Mia Strom - Morton  

13 Olivia Marlow  

 

Freya Longmead narrowly missing out on a medal in 4th position 
overall.  

 

Yr7 Boys Stage 3 results 

1 Jude Ryan  

2 Jacob Nugent  

7 Leo Downs  

12 Hugo Thompson  

17 Ben Higgs  

 

JWS dominated the competition finishing 1st overall with 68 points more than Arnold Hill in 2nd.  

Jude Ryan finished in gold medal position after finishing first in all 3 of the stages and Jacob Nugent col-
lected the silver medal after finishing 2nd in each of the stages.  

 

Yr8/9 Girls Stage 3 results.  

1 Beth Hamilton  

4 Jemima Waller  

14 Isla Wood  

15 Lucy Miller  

17 Evie Taylor  

19 Diana Kodrjan  

21 Ruby Lambley  

22 Amy Martin  

 

It was great to see another strong performance from the team as they collected a silver medal overall.  

 

Yr8/9 Boys 

Absence and Injury meant that this team didn’t medal but some strong individual performances Shows 
that next year this team has the potential to medal.  

 

 

 

Well done to all those involved! 

8 Charlie Hoyle Joseph Whitaker 

18 Oscar Martins Joseph Whitaker 



China Trip 

Over October half term 43 students and 6 staff went on an adventure to China to visit Shanghai, Ningbo and our 

Sister school the Zhengshi High School.  The visit included lots of historical visits and cultural places, shopping and 

bartering opportunities and the chance to taste new flavours and try new foods.   

During the school visit students and staff had the chance to learn about calligraphy, paper cutting, Kung foo and the 

art of Chinese knot making.  They had the chance to talk to students and staff and learn about the Chinese         

education system. The opening and farewell ceremonies provided the chance to see cultural dances and for some 

to perform ourselves. 

There were visits to a family home and enjoy a meal, which gave us the opportunity to try an even wider range of 

foods and drinks. 

Whilst the flights were long and the jet lag exhausting, this was a trip of a lifetime and the students got so much 

from it.  We look forward to July when a group of students from Zhengshi will again visit us and also to the          
possibility of a return for us to China in 2021. 



A big thank you,  this years Children in Need raised a 

Fantastic 
£1250.61!  

On Tuesday 19 November 2019, The Joseph Whitaker School hosted their 
annual DofE Presentation Evening.   

The evening was attended by over 180 people including candidates from 
all 3 awards, parents, staff who have supported the award and David 
Ashurst from Central England DofE.   

The special guest was Paralympian Mel Nicholls, who gave a very        
powerful presentation and also presented certificates to all of the            
candidates who had achieved their award over the past 12 months.  



Y8,9,10 sports leaders marshalled at Sherwood Pines 
for the annual district Jingle Jog for primary aged Y3/4 
students, all marshals were dressed in Christmas hats 
along with 1300 students and staff also dressed in 
Christmas attire as an active Christmassy fun run in the 
woods. 

 

Some of those leaders also supported our district Cross 
Country competition in Sherwood Pines where once 
again they were marshalling the course to ensure the 
competitors safely navigate through the forest. 

Congratulations to all those who competed in the 

UKMT Senior Maths challenge. 

The Maths Challenge is a national competition 
where pupils complete a series of questions which 
involve problem solving. It encourages reasoning 
and precision of thought. A sample question is  
featured below. 

Those who achieved the bronze award 

are 

Liam Mahon 

Paige Daniels 

Nathan Lewis  

Shannon Cripps 

Sophie Arthur 

Amelie Frost 

Ethan Morley 

Winona Yau 

Emily Hubbard 

Aidan Rawlings 

Those who achieved the silver award are 

Lily Baxter 

Callum Webb 



This term, GirlUp have been collecting items to donate to local homeless people at Christmas. Altogether we 
collected enough to fill 30 shoeboxes which have been given to support the homeless at this time of year.  

 

Miss Maltby and Mrs Andrews were inundated with generous donations, not only of essential items for the 
homeless, but of volunteers to help wrap the shoeboxes and write cards for their recipients  

 

Many pupils gave up their lunchtimes to help wrap shoeboxes, demonstrating a selflessness and generosity to 
those less fortunate than themselves at what can be a very difficult time of year.  

 

At the beginning of November, eleven students visited the Battlefields of the 
First World War.  

They have seen trenches, tunnels, cemeteries and memorials as well as      
attending the Last Post ceremony on the 101st anniversary of the armistice.  

Three students laid a wreath and were an absolute credit to the school in 
what was a very long and emotional ceremony.  

Well done to all students on the trip for being so thoughtful, inquisitive and   

On Monday 11 November the whole school took part in the          
Remembrance Service, in conjunction with The Royal British Legion 
and led by St Jude’s Church Rainworth.  

In cold, slightly damp conditions wreathes were laid on behalf of the students, staff 
and governing body. The last post was played impeccably by Mr Larkin, a member 
of our science department.   

Prior to the service all year groups had assemblies delivered by Mr Croft and the 
Poppy Appeal this year raised over £700. We are proud to be able to say that we 
pay recognition to such an important event in order that the next generation           
understand the sacrifice made for our freedom. 



The Sound of Music 

In November the JWS Musical Theatre Company performed Rogers and Hammerstein’s The Sound of Music! 
This was definitely our best show yet. From elegant costumes to beautifully painted set, this show was an     
all-round joy to watch. The band were fabulous and showed some incredible talent when performing the    
classic songs. The tech team worked well with the lack of equipment until the very last day and then pulled 
together our best tech yet. The cast worked very hard with staging and building their characters showing their 
commitment to the arts. We are so very proud of everyone involved, this show has highlighted exactly what 
we are capable of, and are going to raise the bar even higher next year with a more challenging show. Well 
done to everyone involved. We smashed it!!! 

JWSMTC (Joseph Whitaker School Musical Theatre Company 

Starting Monday 27 January is the return of JWSMTC in the hall 3-5pm. Everyone is welcome to come along 
and join in. We will be working on some whole group ensemble pieces and you will have time to work in 
groups of your own choice on scenes of your own choice. These will be performed in the showcase in July. If 
you have any questions please see Mrs Hough or James Farr. 



Christmas Cooking Club 

Ten Year 8 students have taken part on Tuesday after school. 

This has been a fun afterschool club where we have made Christmas treats and listened to Christmas 
music. 

The Cornwater Club is a friendly, lively club which offers members the opportunity to come and meet           
like-minded older people from the local area including Blidworth,Rainworth and Ravenshead.  

Staff run the sessions with the support of volunteers. Throughout the day there are a variety of activities on 
offer, some members do all of these activities, others pick and choose; some are happy to read and have a 
chat. Club Activities and Services. 

 

The Year 10 Hospitality students made a range of Christmas themed food to serve to the members. They also 
provided a Christmas quiz for entertainment and Leah Gough and Esther Turner (Yr 11) provided music.  

 

We were asked to come back again – well done to all involved. 

A group of year 10 Hospitality and Catering students and 2 singers went to St. Andrew ’s Mission in Blidworth for 
their Christmas event for the elderly.  

It was a huge success for all involved. They made all the food and there was an abundance of compliments to 
the chefs!  



JW PT

Calling parents, carers and students! Wondered 
what your child’s options might be Post 16? Post 
18? Maybe looking for some useful tools to help 

discuss career options with your child? Keep up to 

date with all things careers at Joseph Whitaker and 
follow our new social media pages. 

@jwscareerschampions @jwscareers 

Please support our school lottery.  

It raises much needed funds to create a better learning environment for your children.  For further 

details see the school website or use the following link.  Many thanks for your continued support.  

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/joseph-whitaker 

The Joseph Whitaker Parent Teacher Association (JWPTA) aims to encourage strong links between parents, stu-

dents and staff at the school.  The members, along with the School Council and Senior Leadership          repre-

sentative, meet regularly to organise and promote activities which support the school and benefit its students. If 

you are unable to attend the Committee Meetings but are able to support any events or you have ideas about 

raising funds please contact us: jwpta@josephwhitaker.org. 

JWPTA 

The annual JWPTA Quiz is on Friday 7 February in the 6th Form Centre. Tickets are £7 per person and £6 for 
students.  

The ticket price includes pie and peas. This is a very enjoyable evening and one of our most successful events. 
We anticipate high numbers once again so please look out for tickets early in the New Year.  

Finally, a reminder about the School Lottery. This raises over £1500 per year with no effort required at all.    
Tickets are £1 per line per week. Please help the PTA and School Council to raise money for the student body.  



Important Dates 

20 December 2019   School closes at 12.05pm 

6 January 2020   Spring term begins 

16 January    Y10 Subject consultation evening 

22 & 23 January   Staff Panto 

29 January    PA London trip meeting 

6 February    Y9 Subject consultation evening  

10—14 February   Y11 Mock speaking exams 

12 February   Y11 Science Live Trip  

14 February   Last day of term  

17—21 February   Half term 

17 & 18 February  PA London trip 

 
Exam Dates 

 

Year 9 Internal  Exams                   13/01/2020 to 17/01/2020 

 

January External Exams                 08/01/2020 to 20/01/2020 

 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year 

See you in 2020 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=snowflake&safe=active&sa=X&hl=en&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4NDKB_enGB512GB534&biw=981&bih=534&tbm=isch&tbnid=5zJMfyyHvtA4GM:&imgrefurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com/snowflake&docid=zr5Rr8JTlnDKMM&imgurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=snowflake&safe=active&sa=X&hl=en&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4NDKB_enGB512GB534&biw=981&bih=534&tbm=isch&tbnid=5zJMfyyHvtA4GM:&imgrefurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com/snowflake&docid=zr5Rr8JTlnDKMM&imgurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=snowflake&safe=active&sa=X&hl=en&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4NDKB_enGB512GB534&biw=981&bih=534&tbm=isch&tbnid=5zJMfyyHvtA4GM:&imgrefurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com/snowflake&docid=zr5Rr8JTlnDKMM&imgurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=snowflake&safe=active&sa=X&hl=en&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4NDKB_enGB512GB534&biw=981&bih=534&tbm=isch&tbnid=5zJMfyyHvtA4GM:&imgrefurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com/snowflake&docid=zr5Rr8JTlnDKMM&imgurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=snowflake&safe=active&sa=X&hl=en&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4NDKB_enGB512GB534&biw=981&bih=534&tbm=isch&tbnid=5zJMfyyHvtA4GM:&imgrefurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com/snowflake&docid=zr5Rr8JTlnDKMM&imgurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=snowflake&safe=active&sa=X&hl=en&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4NDKB_enGB512GB534&biw=981&bih=534&tbm=isch&tbnid=5zJMfyyHvtA4GM:&imgrefurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com/snowflake&docid=zr5Rr8JTlnDKMM&imgurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=snowflake&safe=active&sa=X&hl=en&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4NDKB_enGB512GB534&biw=981&bih=534&tbm=isch&tbnid=5zJMfyyHvtA4GM:&imgrefurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com/snowflake&docid=zr5Rr8JTlnDKMM&imgurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=snowflake&safe=active&sa=X&hl=en&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4NDKB_enGB512GB534&biw=981&bih=534&tbm=isch&tbnid=5zJMfyyHvtA4GM:&imgrefurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com/snowflake&docid=zr5Rr8JTlnDKMM&imgurl=http://www.millenniumrunning.com

