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Dear Parent/Carer, 

September Reopening 

After numerous weeks of lockdown, and seventeen weeks since we were instructed to close the 

school to almost all students, we are beginning to see the restrictions eased and a gradual return 

to the old normal.   

On Thursday 2nd July, the Government published the guidance for all schools, a comprehensive 

document that details how we are to reopen to all students from the start of the Autumn term.  

We are very much looking forward to welcoming all students back into school, in just over 6 

weeks’ time. 

Over the past fortnight we have been making significant changes to the ways we are used to 

working, in order to ensure that we meet the requirements of the Government guidance to 

secure the highest possible levels of health and safety for all staff and students.  On Thursday 9th 

July the Local Governing Body met to discuss and approve the plan, details of this are below. 

From September 2020 

1. Groups (previously referred to as bubbles or pods) 

The students will be in groups, according to their year group (Sixth form will exist as one group); 

students within a group may be mixed between classes.  There will be minimal contact between 

students from different groups. 

From September there is no longer a requirement for students within a group to socially distance.  

Classrooms are being rearranged to ensure that all students face the same way (there can be no 

face to face seating). 

Students will be required to wear a coloured lanyard (provided in September) which identifies 

them as being in specific year groups. 

2. Zoned teaching - groups will be accommodated in specific zones across the school 

Students will be taught almost all of their lessons in their allocated zone, break and lunch times 

will take place in zoned areas and toilet facilities will be allocated to each group of students. 

Teaching staff will move to teach the students.  Each zone will be supervised by a member of the 

senior leadership team, a Head of House and other senior colleagues. 

For Sixth form students there will be some movement across the site to access the available 

rooms; this will be clearly communicated to students on the first day of their return to school. 
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Year Group areas 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12/13 

English Science MFL/Drama/ 
Library 

Humanities Maths Sixth form 

 

3. Full curriculum  

All students will study the full curriculum and be taught by their timetabled, specialist teachers.   

Some subjects may change the order of teaching to ensure that lessons which cannot take place 

under the current restrictions are delivered much later in the year. 

Due to restrictions placed on schools there will be significant, temporary changes to our usual 

music offer. 

Some specialist accommodation will only be available for Key Stage 4 and 5 students who need to 

use those areas for coursework.  Key stage 4 and 5 students will continue with all of their courses. 

4. SEND – Use of the Student Support Centre and LInc 

Students requiring additional support during lessons and unstructured times will still be able to 

access this.  At lunchtimes staff will use rooms within each specified zone to ensure that students 

from different groups do not mix.  Students will be able to access the SSC and LInc but with staff 

supervision.  The furniture in these areas will be rearranged to ensure social distancing. 

5. Start of the Day 

Students will not be required to line up in the quad area. 

Once students are on site they must make their way, immediately, via the outside of the 

buildings, to their allocated zone (unnecessary use of internal corridors is not allowed).  Students 

will go to their tutor room for registration, sanitising or washing their hands as soon as they enter 

the building.  We would politely request that students do not enter the school site before 8.15am.   

Registration will last until 8.50am (as usual) which gives time for all students to arrive at school – 

we have requested that the school buses arrive at 8.40am to give a slightly staggered start to the 

day.  Further details on school buses will be provided as soon as possible.   

6. Break and lunch times 

In order to ensure that students do not mix across groups we are splitting the breaks and lunch 

times.  Students will be allocated a time and a space according to their year group; this will be 

explained to students on the first day in September.   

During this time the lunchtime will be shortened to 30 minutes, this is to reflect that student 

movement around the site is restricted and lunchtime clubs are unavailable.  
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7.  End of the school day 

Due to the shorter lunchtime the school day will end at 2.50pm – we will be staggering the 

dismissal of students starting with year 7 (at the front of the school) and finishing with year 11 (at 

the back).  Students will be asked to leave the site straightaway, sanitising their hands on the way 

out of the final lesson.  It is important that students do not congregate at the school gates – 

meeting siblings or friends should be arranged for a little further down the road (exceptions to 

this can be made for the most vulnerable students). 

 

8. Sixth Form timetables 

For students in the Sixth Form there will be adjustments to the post-16 timetable – details of this 

will be shared with students on Wednesday 2nd September and will be communicated via Insight, 

to parents, on that same day. 

 

9. Extra-curricular activities 

We will be offering a small number of clubs and activities in the Autumn Term, these have to 

meet the requirements of the guidance and as such cannot involved mixing students from 

different year groups. 

The gym facility remains closed for the time being. 

The expedition element of the Duke of Edinburgh programme is on hold and we are hopeful that 

we will be a position to recommence this in spring 2021 to ensure that students who have started 

their awards may complete them during this academic year. 

Events such as the dance competition and school production will take place once we have the 

restrictions on student groupings and activities eased. 
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What we need from you to make this work safely 

1. Equipment – all students must have the full list of stationery items (including a calculator and 

a white board pen) in a wipeable pencil case.  Sharing of equipment from teaching staff is 

strictly prohibited.   

Note: we will be providing students with their own whiteboard to prevent sharing 

 

2. Bags – we strongly recommend a backpack/rucksack type bag which, for health reasons, can 

be carried on two shoulders.  The bag should be washable and have the ability to be 

completely fastened/zipped up.  PE kit should be stored in a plastic bag both before and after 

use. 

Students will not be able to access their lockers for the duration of these restrictions. 

 

3. Tissues and sanitiser 

Students should have a supply of facial tissues in their bags please. 

Students may wish to bring their own (small) bottle of sanitiser with them, although there will 

be sanitiser available in all classrooms, zone entrances, dining areas and toileting facilities. 

 

4. Food and drink  

No chewing gum please - due to potential issues around its disposal. 

Suspension of cash machines for canteen use.  These machines provide another high-traffic, 

hard surface and so will be out of use.  Please use ParentPay to top up your child’s canteen 

account. 

The canteen menu will be amended to provide increased grab and go options. 

Students will not be able to use the thumbprint machine for food payment; instead students 

will be issued with a code for use in the canteen areas. 

 

5. Uniform 

Students should be in full school uniform from September.  We are aware that some items 

may be delayed from yourschooluniform.com this is an issue with their supplier due to current 

transport delays and companies having furloughed their staff.  Please try your best with this 

and communicate any concerns to your child’s Head of House. 

 

Phased return in September  

In order to ensure that we can return in a safe and measured way, students will be asked to 

return to school as follows: 

Tuesday 1st September – Year 7 (INSET Day for staff not involved in Year 7 programme) 

Wednesday 2nd September – Years 7, 8, 11 and Sixth form 

Thursday 3rd September – All year groups 
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Thank you in anticipation of your support with the education of your child as we navigate these 

new ways of working together.  We are determined to provide your child with a safe learning 

environment whilst maintaining our high standards and expectations and preserving the culture 

and ethos of what makes this school so special.  

Warmest regards 

 

Carey Ayres 

Headteacher 

 

For any questions or comments please contact me via headteacher@josephwhitaker.org 
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