
 

               

December 2020 Newsletter 
A Message from the Headteacher 

I write this message, at the end of my first term as Headteacher, and what a term this has been!  

In the future, we will all reflect on this year and people will ask ‘What were you doing during 

2020?’ I know many of us will certainly have our fair share of stories to tell.  

Please take time to read this newsletter and celebrate the talented young people we have here 

at The Joseph Whitaker School – well done to everyone involved; it really is a privilege to work 

with such a wonderful group of students and staff. We hope we will soon be able to begin 

increasing the number of extra-curricular opportunities for students so we can highlight even 

more of our students’ achievements. 

At the end of this term, we say goodbye to three colleagues:  Kirsteen Adams, who has provided 

excellent Languages teaching whilst Mrs Elysia Smith was on maternity leave.  To Carol Nickless, 

Catering Assistant, who begins her retirement and has worked at JWS for 17 years.   Finally, we 

pass on our thanks and best wishes to Mr Gavin Brookes, Deputy Headteacher, who after 9 years 

is leaving us to join the Senior Team at Belper School in Derbyshire. 

In January 2021, the building work for the new four-classroom Science block begins; we hope  we 

will be teaching in there as early as Summer 2021.  Thank you to Newark and Sherwood Council, 

who have provided significant funding for this project, and to our Trust (EMET) who, along with a 

contribution from our own school budget, have funded the remainder of the build.  Due to the 

location of the new build we will be rerouting student movement around the site from January 

2021 - details of this have already been shared with students. 

I am immensely proud of the staff and students at JWS who continue to work incredibly hard.  

Thank you to all JWS families for your continued support for our school, the partnership between 

school and home is very important and makes us the fantastic school we are.  

I hope you manage to have a restful Christmas holiday and all to stay well throughout this time.  

We look forward to welcoming the students back in January, ready to learn and take on whatever 

2021 has to offer. 

Best wishes 

Carey Ayres 

#ProudToBeMeProudToBeUs  



 

               

Student Achievements—Well done   

Iris Fenning  - 7S2 has recently started her own little 
business.  She started using procreate on the iPad 
around a month ago to create pet portraits. These 
have proved extremely popular and she has taken a 
lot of orders for them over the last few weeks. Iris 
recently received a message letting us know that 
someone has even had their pet portrait made into 
a sign for their pub at home and also beer mats!   
We are very proud of Iris and how hard she’s 
worked to create such lovely portraits - she has lots 
of happy customers!  

Josh Cappin - 8C1 and Jude Ryan - 8S2 have both signed a two 
year contract with Mansfield Town Football Club’s academy in 
September. It is a huge commitment but an exciting 
opportunity to develop their technical and physical game 
under the guidance of Mansfield’s expert coaches.  

Jorja Newbold—11N2 has managed to play a lot of golf and has done really well.  Not only has she dropped her 
handicap to 3.7 she has also won a number of competitions.  Jorja has played in the 
Faldo series and the England under 18 Championship just missing out on the cut by 
1 shot, in both.  Jorja was invited to East Lothian to play in the ProDreamUSA 
championship and again just missed out by 1 shot for the cut but came 5th in her 
age group.   
Jorja has won the overall gross order of merit in the Robert Rock tour 
championship which qualifies her for the Champions of Champions in Ireland next 
year.   
Jorja produced a great round to get  the ladies course record at Gloucestershire 
Golf Club.  She has played some fantastic courses this year and gained some great experience, and even though 
all the county competitions and most of the England competitions were cancelled she has still managed to play 
in a lot of other competitions.  All have been following guidelines from England Golf for social distancing.   Jorja 
has been asked to be the junior captain for next year which is a great honour for her, she is always willing to 
help the other juniors as she really enjoys mentoring them.   

Sophie Goodridge—7N2, is a  young  
talented gymnast, who attends Inspire 
Gymnastics Club three times a week..  
Earlier this year she was awarded a  Gold 
Medal at the National  Prelims Tumbling 
Championships.  This achievement put her 
through to the National Finals and English 
Championships, which if successful she will 
be eligible to perform for Team GB. 

Ruby Garratt—10N2 has, this year, completed her 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. It has been difficult at 
times as she has had to adjust her volunteering and her 
physical challenges due to the pandemic restrictions, 
she persevered and made new friends along the way.  

If you have any student achievements for next terms newsletter please send them through to 

office@josephwhitaker.org           #ProudToBeMeProudToBeUs  



 

               

Remembrance Day 
Year 10 students design and make a remembrance plaque to donate  

A big well done to Year 10 students Sam Goodman and 
Lewis Newey, who designed and created eye-catching 
remembrance plaques in commemoration of the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day (the end of World  War II in 
Europe on May 8th 1945). 

One of the plaques is especially dedicated to the Bevin 
Boys, men who were conscripted into the mines during 
the war from 1943. Coal was an extremely important 
resource during WW2 as it was used to power the 
nation to produce energy for the many factories making 
weapons and accessories for the war effort, as well as 
for domestic use in homes. It was essential war work, 
and men worked very long hours in often dangerous 
conditions to enable coal production to meet the huge demands. Rainworth was one of the mining villages in 
Nottinghamshire who conscripted Bevin Boys, who were trained at nearby Ollerton Colliery. 

The second plaque holds the words ‘Lest We Forget’. What a fantastic way for members of our younger 
generation to remember the efforts of the war time generation, and the many sacrifices that were made. The 
plaques will be donated to Rainworth Parish Council and will be displayed at a location not yet confirmed. 

The boys’ worked under the supervision of Mr Atkins, and their work will form part of their Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards. 

On Friday 13th November we held a non uniform day to raise funds for Children in Need and British 

Royal Legion’s Poppy Appeal.  We raised £1243 and this will be equally split between the two charities.  

Children In Need and Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 

#ProudToBeMeProudToBeUs  

Sweet Cone Sale 

Kobi Toogood - 8R1 decided he wanted to raise money for the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit at Nottingham City Hospital after his nephew was born with complications and spent 
his first three weeks of his life in the NICU.  Kobi wrote a letter to local businesses in the 
area asking them for sweet donations so that he could make the sweet cones to sell at 
school.   Kobi managed to make 510 cones and hopes to sell them all for £1 each.  Well 
done Kobi. 



 

               

Year 11 Hospitality and Catering have done their mock practical examinations. They had two hours to make a 
main course with accompaniments and there were some really  great outcomes.    

• Skye Jones – Lasagne served with garlic bread swirls and a side salad 

• Dulcie Rhodes – Meat and Potato pie served with carrots, peas and 
hasselback potatoes 

• Luca Principe – Carrot and coriander soup served with bread rolls 

• Ella Worker – Chicken Curry served with rice and naan bread 

• Tara Barsby – Lasagne and plaited garlic bread 

• Aimee Nightingale – Quiche with coleslaw and salad 

They are assessed on : 

• The range and complexity of the preparation and cooking skills they show in 
their dishes 

• How independent they are (all students in this year’s mock were 
independent and had no help) 

• Food safety and personal hygiene 

• Presentation of dishes 

Year 11 Hospitality and Catering—Mock Examinations 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal 

#ProudToBeMeProudToBeUs  

This term, Miss Maltby and Lucia Miola (Year 13) have been collecting items to donate to 
both the local soup kitchen, for the homeless, as well as to Blidworth on the Move who 
will then distribute the items to children who may otherwise not receive any presents this 
Christmas. We were inundated with donations and overwhelmed by the kindness and 
generosity of pupils, staff and residents in the local community who were able to donate.   

In total, enough donations were collected which meant that sixty shoeboxes were filled 
and have been gifted to Mansfield Soup Kitchen who will distribute them to the homeless 
men, women and dogs in the local area. In addition to that over 200 presents ranging from 
toys, teddies, books, board games and gift sets were 
collected which have been given to Blidworth on the 
Move. This charity will then gift these presents to 
families in the local area who access the foodbank and 

might otherwise not have been able to get their children any gifts this 
Christmas.    

We are very proud of each and every pupil who has been involved in the appeal.  

 



 

               

Amazing Art Work! 
 

Year 7 are developing their drawing and shading skills in pencil and coloured pencil by producing some excellent 
drawings of fruit and vegetables for their ‘Formal Elements’ project 
 
Year 8 have been studying the colourful work of artist Hundertwasser and have been producing coloured pencil 
artist copies. 
 
Here are just a few examples of the many strong outcomes from students this half term… 
 
The Art Department 

#ProudToBeMeProudToBeUs  
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The Joseph Whitaker Musical Theatre Club 

Please support our school lottery.  

It raises much needed funds to create a better learning environment for your children.  For further details see 
the school website or use the following link.  Many thanks for your continued support. 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/joseph-whitaker 

The Joseph Whitaker Parent Teacher Association (JWPTA) aims to encourage strong links between parents, 
students and staff at the school.  The members, along with the School Council and Senior Leadership          
representative, meet regularly to organise and promote activities which support the school and benefit its 
students. If you are unable to attend the Committee Meetings but are able to support any events or you have 
ideas about raising funds please contact us: jwpta@josephwhitaker.org. 

#ProudToBeMeProudToBeUs  

Free School Meal Vouchers 

During the Christmas holidays vouchers will be provided for students in receipt of free school meals.  Parents/

carers should have received an email from schoolvoucher.com with instructions on how to redeem their 

vouchers.  If you have any queries please contact headteacher@josephwhitaker.org 

JWPTA 



 

               

#ProudToBeMeProudToBeUs  

Monday 4th January 2021   Spring Term 1 Begins 

Friday 12th February 2021  Spring Term 1 Ends 

Monday 22nd February 2021   Spring Term 2 Begins 

Thursday 1st April 20201   Spring Term 2 Ends 

Monday 19th April 2021   Summer Term 1 Begins 

Friday 28th May 2021    Summer Term 1 Ends 

Monday 7th June 2021   Summer Term 2 Begins 

Monday 7th June 2021   GCSE/A Level Examinations begin 

Friday 16th July 2021    GCSE/A Level Examinations end 

Friday 23rd July 2021    Summer Term 2 Ends 

Monday 26th Jul y 2021   INSET day 

Tuesday 27th July 2021   INSET day 

Wednesday 28th July 2021  INSET day 

Tuesday 24th August 2021  A Level Results Day 

Friday 27th August 2021   GCSE Results Day  

Important Dates  


