
English Faculty Curriculum Map 

The Joseph Whitaker English Faculty aims for its students: 

• To develop an appreciation and love of reading 

• To develop the habit of reading widely and often 

• To read increasingly challenging material independently 

• To read critically 

• To appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage  

• To write accurately, fluently, effectively and at length for pleasure and information 

• To adapt their writing to a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

• To plan, draft, edit and proof-read work when appropriate 

• To consolidate and build on their knowledge of grammar 

• To consolidate and build on their knowledge of vocabulary 

• To use discussion in order to learn 

• To be competent in the arts of speaking and listening 

 
 Reading Writing Spelling, grammar, vocabulary, punctuation.                                                 

National 

Curricul

um 

Links 

Read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts. To 

read critically and with appreciation. To be able to 

express understanding and appreciation of the 

writer’s craft coherently and in detail. 

To develop awareness of literary heritage.  

To read with increasing enjoyment and 

independence. 

To write in an appropriate style for a range of genres, audiences 

and purposes.  

To view their own writing critically, drafting and editing as 

appropriate. 

To develop and secure students’ knowledge of the spelling of 

key words and of key spelling patterns and rules. 

To develop and consolidate students’ vocabulary. 

To develop and consolidate students’ understanding and use of 

standard grammar. 

To consolidate and secure students’ use of punctuation. 

Links to 
GCSE / 
A Level 

AO2 – Explain, comment on and analyse how 
writers use language and structure to achieve 
effects and influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to support their views 
AO4 Evaluate texts critically and support this with 
appropriate textual references 

AO5 – Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, 
selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different 
forms, purposes and audiences 
- Organise information and ideas, using structural and 

grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion 
of texts 

 AO6 - Use a range of vocabulary and sentence 
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with 
accurate spelling and punctuation.   

 
Rationale for Year 7 

• Read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts, 
including pre-20th century 

• Promote and encourage enjoyment of reading 
through exploration of character, theme, wider 
issues, appreciation of author’s craft. 

• Develop skills for analysis of texts (introduce SQUID) 

• Introduce GAP and develop awareness of its impact 
on language 

Rationale for Year 8 

• Read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts of 
increasing complexity and challenge, including 
pre-20th century 

• Promote and encourage enjoyment of reading 
through exploration of character, theme, wider 
issues, appreciation of author’s craft. 

• Further develop skills for analysis of texts 

• Develop summary skills 

Rationale for Year 9 

• Read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts of 
increasing complexity and challenge, including pre-20th 
Century, including introduction to some GCSE texts for 
transition to GCSE 

• Promote and encourage enjoyment of reading through 
exploration of character, theme, wider issues, 
appreciation of author’s craft.  



• Develop skills for writing for different GAP 

• Develop skills for structuring writing 

• Introduce/reinforce key literary and linguistic terms 

• Reinforce key spellings, grammar and punctuation 
 
 

• Develop comparison skills 

• Develop understanding of narrative voice and 
poetic voice 

• Develop analytical skills 

• Expand knowledge and use of literary and 
linguistic terms 

• Introduce descriptive and narrative writing in N-F 

• Introduce and explore Shakespeare  

• Recap all skills and terms from Y7 

• Reinforce key spelling, grammar and punctuation 

• Recap key literary and linguistic terms 
 

• Introduce new terms for analysis of fiction, non-fiction, 
poetry 

• Develop knowledge of Shakespeare and develop depth 
and sophistication of understanding and response 

• Introduce GCSE Poetry – comparison of poems 

• Recap all skills and terms from Y7 and Y8  

• Reinforce key spelling, grammar and punctuation 

• Recap key literary and linguistic terms 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Prose Fiction 

• Introduce key terms (plot, character, 
setting, style) 

• Introduce structural features (beginnings, 
endings, development) 

• Introduce SQUID 

• Promote enjoyment of reading 

• Develop awareness of literary heritage 
(including pre-20th Century) 

Narrative Writing  

• Descriptive writing 

• Planning and structure 

• Creating tension 

• Impact of genre on style 

Prose Fiction and Narrative Writing 

• Impact of language choices 

• Impact of sentence form and structure 

• Analysis of text structure (introduction to 
concepts – Introduction, Focus, Develop, 
Change of Focus, Conclude) 

• Characterisation 

• Analysis of prose fiction 

• Writing prose fiction 

• Use of SQUID 

• Promote enjoyment of reading 

• Develop awareness of literary heritage 
(including pre-20th Century) 

 
 

Prose Fiction and Narrative Writing 

• Recapping key terms  

• Engaging the reader 

• Detailed analysis of the impact of language 

• Narrative voice (use of tense, person, tone) 

• Sentence structure and paragraph structure 

• Characterisation – how to develop and reveal 
character 

• Use of setting 

• Analysis of prose fiction 

• Writing prose fiction 

• Developing use of SQUID principles 

• Promote enjoyment of reading 

• Develop awareness of literary heritage 
(including pre-20th Century) 

 

Poetry- Identity 

• The nature and purpose of poetry 

• Appreciation and enjoyment of poetry 

• Introduction to/reinforcement of key 
terms (rhyme, rhythm, structure, stanza, 
metaphor, simile, personification, 
onomatopoeia, alliteration, contrast) 

• Different forms 

• Poetic voice 

Poetry 

• Appreciation and enjoyment of poetry 

• Poetic voice and point of view 

• Inference 

• Detailed analysis of poetry (embedding 
and analysing quotation) – developing 
SQUID 

• Impact of language choices 

• Impact of structure 

• Impact of poetic techniques 

Poetry- Place 

• Appreciation and enjoyment of 
poetry 

• Recap poetic terms 

• Analysis of poetic voice 

• Poetic voice – monologue, tone and 
characterisation 

• Comparing poems  

• How to annotate a poem 



• How to annotate and analyse poetry 
(SQUID) 

• Writing poetry 

• Narrative poetry 

• Structure in poetry  

• Impact of language choices 
 
  

 
 
 
 
  

• Introduction to poems from GCSE 
Anthology (Checking Out me History, 
Charge of the Light Brigade, 
Kamikaze, Ozymandias) 

• Impact of language choices 

• Impact of structure 

• Impact of poetic techniques 
 
 

Non-Fiction (Reading and Writing) 

• Importance of genre, audience and 
purpose 

• Planning and structure 

• Writing for GAP 

• Writing to argue and persuade 
(introduction to AFOREST) 

• How to analyse N-F (SQUID) 
 
 

Non-Fiction (Reading and Writing) 

• Reading strategies (skimming and scanning) 

• Different N-F genres  

• Summary skills  

• Analysing impact of language  

• Analysing impact of sentence structure 

• Comparing texts 

• Writing to argue and persuade 

• Descriptive and narrative writing in non-
fiction 

• Writing for GAP 
 
 

Non-Fiction (Reading and Writing) 

• Retrieving information from a text 

• Summarising differences between texts 

• Use of inference 

• Use of hyperbole and humour 

• Impact of connotation 

• Comparing writers’ methods and 
techniques 

• Writing to advise  

• Writing to argue and persuade 

• Writing for GAP 
 
 

Drama  

• The nature and purpose of drama 

• Dramatic conventions (stage directions, 
layout, stage sets, dialogue, costume, 
plays in performance) 

• Stage directions 

• Plays in performance (intonation, body 
language, movement etc) 

• Characterisation 

• Sets  

• Structure and narrative in plays 

• Impact of language in drama 

• Responding to a play  
 
 

Drama  

• Introduction to Shakespeare  

• Shakespeare’s language 

• Use of soliloquy 

• Use of contrast 

• Characterisation  

• Exploring themes 

• Historical context and its impact 

• The play in performance 

• Comparing different productions 

• How to analyse Shakespeare (use of SQUID) 

• Reviewing a performance 
 
 
  

Drama 

• Developing knowledge of Shakespeare  

• Narrative and structure in Shakespeare 
(orientation, complicating action and 
resolution)  

• Aspects of Tragedy and Comedy (tragic fall 
and comic resolution) 

• Historical context 

• Opening scenes in Shakespeare – how to 
analyse 

• Introduce terms protagonist, antagonist, 
fatal flaw 

• Characterisation – dialogue, monologue and 
soliloquy 

• Comic dialogue 



• Analysis of soliloquy 

• Exploring theme 

• Annotating Shakespeare 

• Shakespeare in performance 
 
 

 


