
History Department Intent Plan  

The Joseph Whitaker History Department aims for its students: 
✓ To inspire curiosity about the past and how it has shaped the world we live in today both through the curriculum and enrichment opportunities. 
✓ To equip students with a coherent knowledge and understanding of the past in Britain and key moments in History across the wider world.  The ultimate 

aim is to provide them with the essential historical knowledge to become educated citizens who avoid repeating mistakes of the past – “Those who 
cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” – George Santayana 

✓ To develop students’ understanding of the chronology of British history and how events around the world interconnect. 
✓ To develop students’ understanding of the history of the local area and how it has been shaped by wider events. 
✓ To foster an understanding of a range of historical skills including cause and consequence, significance, similarity and difference and change and 

continuity.   
✓ To stretch the knowledge and skills of the most-able students while also supporting students with SEND to access and engage with the curriculum through 

inclusive quality first teaching including clear lesson objectives, modelling of activities, use of dual coding, differentiated targets for learning, key word and 
connective banks. 

✓ To allow students to develop an understand the rich cultural history of Britain and the importance of the contribution of women, LGBTQ+, BAME and any 
others with protected characteristics to the history of Britain and the wider world. 

✓ To equip students with the skills necessary to interpret the views of others, to understand how and why these interpretations have been formed, to 
question people’s interpretations and to make independent judgements which are rooted in evidence.  

✓ To empower students with the skills and vocabulary to be able to gain an understanding of the past through reading and to communicate their knowledge 
and understanding of the past both verbally and through the written word. 

 

 
 AO1: Knowledge and understanding of 

key features and characteristics of 

periods studied 

AO2: Understanding and application of second 

order concepts including causation, consequence, 

similarity, difference, change, continuity and 

significance 

AO3: Ability to use and evaluate historical sources 

(contemporary to the period), to place them in context and 

make substantiated judgements about them 

AO4: Understanding of how and why the past is 

interpreted differently.  To set these interpretations in 

context and use this knowledge to analyse and evaluate 

interpretations. 

Natio

nal 

Curric

ulum 

Links 

A knowledge rich curriculum provides 

students with a broad understanding of 

the past as well as in-depth knowledge 

of different periods, societies, changes 

and issues.  Students to develop 

knowledge of local, national and wider-

world history with a primary focus on 

1066-present, but there should also be 

links to a broad theme prior to 1066. 

Students will develop an understanding the 

causes of key historical developments and events 

(e.g. William’s victory in 1066, English Civil War, 

WW1, Hitler’s rise to power, Holocaust).  

Students become aware of the consequences and 

significance of key historic events (e.g. Henry’s 

break with Rome, execution of Charles I, Treaty of 

Versailles).  They are able to draw comparisons 

between events in different countries (e.g. 

varying revolutions) and make judgements about 

the significance of a range of events. 

KS3 History introduces students to different types 

of historical sources.  Help students to develop an 

understanding of how sources are used to 

support historical claims and why different 

sources might convey a different argument.  

Students will begin to be able to evaluate the 

content and provenance of sources and will be 

able to make a range of inferences from them. 

Students will be introduced to different views of 

the past.  They will use evidence to support 

and/or challenge interpretations.   



Links 
to 
GCSE 
/ A 
Level 

GCSE and A Level requires students to 
broaden and deepen their existing 
knowledge as well as covering new 
areas of content.   
 
 

Some second order concepts are explicitly 
assessed at GCSE through a range of questions 
such as `Explain why` (causation), `Explain two 
consequences of…` (consequence), `Explain one 
reason why ….. is similar/different to ….. 
(similarity and difference) and `Explain the 
importance of..` (significance).  Change and 
continuity is the overarching second order 
concept with the thematic study.  
 
At A Level the second order concepts are more 
implicit within the 3 units.   
 

Sources skills at GCSE and A Level centre around 
making inferences from contemporary sources 
and evaluating their utility/validity.  
 
The NEA component requires students to fully 
evaluate the validity of sources and to integrate 
this evaluation into their overall argument. 

GCSE Paper 3 (Germany) requires students to 
identify different interpretations, to explain why 
they are different and to analyse and evaluate 
their validity before reaching a judgement 
A Level Paper 1  
 
Unit 1 of the A Level requires students to 
understand a range of interpretations and to 
critique them independently.  The NEA 
component of the A Level requires students to 
consider 2 contrasting interpretations of a 
historical issue as well as considering the 
historiography. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

All 
students 
must be 
able to… 
 
 
 
 
 

- Understand how the Normans conquered 
England in 1066 and the ways in which they 
established control to provide a strong basis 
for understanding power and control in the 
Middle Ages. 

- Begin to consider the changing role of the 
monarchy in the period 1066-1600 in order 
to understand a slight shift away from 
complete autocratic rule. 

- Describe society in England during the 
medieval period including crime and 
punishment, the importance of religion and 
the impact of disease in order to draw 
comparison between societies across time. 

- Understand the religious and societal 
changes in Tudor England in order to 
understand how far society had changed 
since the middle ages and to begin to 
understanding the diversity of English 
society. 

- Show an awareness of what was happening 
in the wider world in the period 1066-1600 
to broaden students’ understanding of 
wider world history and the importance of 
developments and societies around the 
world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Understand how Britain moved from 
autocracy to democracy in the period 1600-
1920.  This will aid students’ understanding 
of power and politics in the present day. 

- Know of a range of ways in which people 
challenged the ruling powers both in Britain 
and the wider world in order to understand 
the background to modern day 
democracies. 

- Explain the causes and consequences of 
trans-Atlantic slavery as well as the reasons 
for and results of abolition in the USA.  This 
is crucial for their understanding of the role 
the British played in the slave trade and the 
reasons for racism and discrimination in 
both the UK and USA. 

- Demonstrate an in-depth knowledge of the 
social impact of the Industrial Revolution in 
Britain to allow them to see the roots of 
modern day working life. 

- Understand how and why the role of women 
in British society has changed in the period 
1800-c.1970 in order that students will 
understand the contributions of women in 
history and the present day.  

- Understand the changing nature of 
warfare during the twentieth century 
as well as the extent to which there has 
been peace since the end of WW2 in 
order to gain an insight into modern-
day conflict and how warfare has 
changed since 1900. 

- Demonstrate an in-depth knowledge 
of the causes of WW1 and the key 
events and impacts of the conflict in 
Britain in order to fully comprehend 
the significance of this conflict. 

- Explain why a series of dictatorships 
emerged in the aftermath of WW1 and 
the impact they had on a different 
countries to enable them to 
understand the role ordinary people 
must play in maintaining democracy. 

- Understand the history of anti-
Semitism in Europe and be able to 
explain key aspects of the Holocaust as 
well as its consequences.  Again this is 
crucial to prevent past mistakes from 
being repeated. 
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Religion 
- Religion pre-

1066 
- Medieval 

beliefs about 
heaven and hell 

- Church vs state 
– Thomas 
Becket 

- Reformation 
- Henry’s break 

with Rome 
- Bloody Mary 

Builds upon: 
- Changes in Britain 

(KS2) 
 
Links to: 

- Gunpowder Plot 
(year 8) 

- Oliver Cromwell 
(year 8) 

- Religion in early 
Elizabethan England 
(KS4) 

- The Church as a 
factor in the 
development of 
Medicine through 
Time (KS4) 

Autocracy and Democracy 
- Pre-1066? 
- The rule of Stuart 

Kings 
- Gunpowder Plot 
- English Civil War 
- Oliver Cromwell 
- French Revolution 
- Russian Revolution 
- Victorian women 
- Votes for women 
- Women’s liberation 

Builds upon: 
- Roman Empire 

(e.g. resistance 
from Boudica) 
(KS2) 

- Viking 
settlement (e.g. 
resistance to 
Viking 
settlement) 
(KS2) 

- Power of 
Medieval Kings 
(year 7) 

-  
 
Links to: 

- Dictatorships – 
e.g. Stalinist 
Russia 

- Plots against 
Elizabeth I 

War and Peace 
- Pre-1066 
- Causes of WW1 
- Recruitment of 

soldiers 
- Battle of the 

Somme 
- General Haig 
- Treaty of 

Versailles 
- Rise of 

dictatorships 
- Causes of WW2 
- Atomic bomb 
- Post WW2 

Britain – 
welfare state, 
Windrush, the 
Troubles, 
miner’s strikes 
(including role 
of LGBTQ+) 

Builds upon: 
- Previous 

wars/battles – 
e.g. Hastings, 
English Civil 
War (year 7/8) 

 
 
Links to:  

- Impact of WW1 
on Germany 
(KS4) 

- Conflict with 
the Plains 
Indians (KS4) 

- Modern Britain 
(KS5) 
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Norman Conquest 
- Who should be 

King in 1066? 
- Battle of 

Stamford 
Bridge 

- Why did 
William win the 
Battle of 
Hastings? 

- How did 
William control 
England? 

Builds upon: 
- Anglo-Saxon and 

Viking settlement 
 
Links to: 

- Magna Carta (Year 7) 
- Power of Medieval 

Kings (year 7) 
- Charles I (year 8) 
- French Revolution 

(year 8) 
- Russian Revolution 

(year 8) 
- Voting rights (year 8) 
- Dictatorships (year 9) 
- Elizabeth I (KS4) 

Industrial Revolution 
- What was the 

Industrial Revolution? 
- How did work 

change? 
- What types of jobs did 

people do? 
- What were living 

conditions like in 
Victorian cities? 

- Why did children 
work? 

- What were conditions 
like for children in the 
mills? 

Builds upon: 
- Medieval 

society/work 
(year 7) 

 
Links to: 

- Medicine 
through time – 
C19th public 
health (KS4) 

- NEA – Industrial 
Revolution 
(KS5) 

Impact of WW2 on 
British society 

- Home front 
- Propaganda 

and censorship 
- Dunkirk 
- Impact of key 

events on 
British society 

- Role of Enigma 
in ending the 
war (Turing’s 
role) 

- Hitler’s death 

Builds upon: 
- Study of British 

History (KS2) 
- WW1 

propaganda 
and censorship 
(year 9) 

- Nazi 
propaganda 
(year 9) 

 
Links to: 

- Impact of WW2 
on USA (KS5) 
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Medieval Life 

- Life for 
peasants 

- Medieval towns 
- Black Death 
- Crime and 

Punishment 
- Religion 

Builds upon: 
- Study of a non-

European society 
(KS2) 

 
Links to: 

- Medieval town 
(Historic 
environment – year7) 

- Medicine Through 
Time (KS4) 

Women’s Rights 
- Life for women in 

Victorian England 
- Portrayal of the 

victims of Jack the 
Ripper 

- Suffragettes and 
suffragists 

- Emily Davison 
- Why did women get 

the vote? 
- Women’s liberation 

Builds upon: 
- Study of British 

History after 
1066 – 
Victorian 
Britain (KS2) 

 
Links to: 

- Women in 
Weimar and 
Nazi Germany 

Rise of Dictatorships 
- Life under a 

dictatorship in 
North Korea 

- Impact of 
Stalin’s 
dictatorship on 
Soviet Union 

- Hitler’s early 
life 

- Why the Nazis 
rose to power 

- Life in Nazi 
Germany 

Builds upon: 
- Russian 

Revolution 
(year 8) 

- Autocracy and 
Democracy 
(year 8) 

 
Links to: 

- Nazi Germany 
(KS4) 

- US response to 
totalitarianism 
(KS5) 
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Meanwhile in Asia 
- Expansion of 

the Mongol 
Empire 

- Ming Dynasty 
-  

 

Builds upon: 
- Study of a non-

European society 
- Black Death (year 7) 

 
 
Links to: 

- American West – 
nomadic lifestyle 
(KS4) 

Slavery and Abolition 
- What was life like in 

Africa before slavery? 
- What was the 

triangular trade and 
why did it begin? 

- Middle Passage 
- Slave auction 
- Plantation life 
- Resistance 
- Abolition 
- Life after abolition 

Builds upon: 
- Black Tudors 

(Year 7) 
 
 
Links to: 

- Exoduster 
Movement 
(KS4) 

- Windrush 
Generation 
(Year 9) 

- Civil Rights in 
USA (KS5) 

Anti-Semitism and the 
Holocaust 

- Anti-Semitism 
through time 

- Persecution of 
Jews in 
Germany 

- Were Jews able 
to escape? 

- Final Solution 
- Bystanders 
- Who was to 

blame? 

Builds upon: 
 
 
Links to: 

- Persecution of 
Jews in Nazi 
Germany (KS4) 
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Medieval town 
- Location of 

Medieval 
Towns and 
study of their 
physical 
environment 
including the 
buildings and 
people who 
might be 
found there. 

- Living 
conditions. 

- Opportunities 
and dangers in 
the towns. 

- Study of 
relevant  
sources 

Builds upon: 
- n/a 

 
 
Links to: 

- Slave plantations 
(year 8) 

- Auschwitz (year 9) 
- British trenches of 

the Western Front 
(KS4) 

- All of the above are 
designed to 
develop students’ 
in depth 
understanding of 
the physical 
environment and 
to develop their 
source evaluation 
skills. 

Titanic 
- Physical 

environment of the 
steam liner. 

- How were the 
different classes of 
passenger treated? 

- Why did the ship 
sink? 

- Why did so many 
passengers die? 

- Study of relevant 
sources 

Builds upon: 
- Medieval 

towns (year 7) 
 
 
Links to: 

- Auschwitz 
(year 9) 

- British 
trenches of 
the Western 
Front (KS4) 

- All of the 
above are 
designed to 
develop 
students’ in 
depth 
understanding 
of the physical 
environment 
and to 
develop their 
source 
evaluation 
skills. 

Auschwitz 
- Physical 

environment 
of the camp 

- How Jews 
were 
transported 
there 

- What 
happened to 
the Jews at 
Auschwitz 

- Study of 
relevant 
sources 

Builds upon: 
- Study of 

Medieval 
Towns and the 
Titanic (year 7 
and 8) 

 
 
Links to: 

- British 
trenches of 
the Western 
Front (KS4) 

- The above is 
designed to 
develop 
students’ in 
depth 
understanding 
of the physical 
environment 
and to 
develop their 
source 
evaluation 
skills. 
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- Lincoln – as medieval town - Local mill (e.g. Cromford or Pleasley) - WW1 training – Clipstone Camps 
- Local stories from Windrush generation 
- Miner’s strikes – role of miner’s in 

Nottinghamshire 
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N
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Students with SEND will be supported to access the same knowledge, skills and understanding as their peers.  This support will include but not be limited to 
clear lesson objectives, differentiation of targets for learning, provision of connectives, key words and sentence starters and targeted support from the 
classroom teacher and other adults in the classroom. 

 
 
 


