
Newsletter 

Dear Parents/Carers  

What a year it has been.  Whilst we need to acknowledge the disruption and challenges this year has brought to 

many, it has also shown us just how fantastic the students are, and how resilient they can be. 

It has not been a typical 18 months at The Joseph Whitaker School and as such we have unfortunately had to 

forfeit many of the extra-curricular opportunities that the students love so much and that make their time at 

JWS so special.  However, we now look forward to the future and returning to a greater sense of normality, with 

a number of extra-curricular activities, such as the annual school show, scheduled for next year. 

Whilst the media has frequently reported the impact of students’ ‘lost learning’, we have consistently seen our 

students continuing to do well despite the difficulties they have faced. Whilst some students will have some 

curriculum areas which need developing or consolidating, we are confident that over time we can help all 

students to get back on track. We know that this year has been tough for some students, and their wellbeing, 

and we are committed to helping each of them to come through this time, stronger, and ready to face the 

future. 

This academic year we are saying goodbye to some staff members, all of whom have made positive 

contributions to JWS and will be missed by their colleagues and students alike.  Our best wishes go to Mrs 

Bradshaw (Psychology and Sociology), on her retirement; Mrs Goodlad (Geography), on her move to Malaysia; 

Mr Ward (RS and Philosophy & Ethics), moving to a school much closer to home, Ms Redihough (Science), 

relocating to the South-West; Mr Thompson (PE), moving to All Saints; Ms Hough (Performing Arts) training as a 

midwife; Ms Langthorne (Safeguarding) training as a nurse; Miss Cripps (Learning Support) off to university, and 

finally Miss Daniels (Catch-up/Intervention), who also starts university in the Autumn.  Thank you all for 

everything that you have done for our students - past and present. 

Finally, thank to you all for your ongoing support, and for continually demonstrating what The Joseph 

Whitaker School is all about – whilst we pride ourselves on the academic outcomes of our students 

this school is also a community that encourages and supports all those who work hard and are kind 

to one another. I do hope that you enjoy the newsletter and share in our celebration and the pride 

we feel in all of our students.  #ProudtobeMe #ProudtobeUs 

Have a wonderful summer holiday.  

Best wishes 

Carey Ayres - Headteacher 
#ProudToBeMeProudToBeUs  
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Sports News 
As part of the FA Girls’ Football in School’s Partnership program at The Joseph Whitaker 
School we have been giving every girl in KS3 & 4 the opportunity to access football 
through the Game Of Our Own program which encourages girls to play in an inclusive 
manner, introduces the game, and focuses on life skills such as organisation, 
collaboration and resilience. 

A notice board was created outside the Student Support Centre to promote and 
celebrate the running of the program which received national recognition from the FA 
National Development Officer, through social media, and was shared as good practice on an FA Girls’ 
update in July. 

Thank you to Mrs Bowie for creating and designing the notice board which you can see here. Girls’ football 
will continue in the next academic year in which there will be more opportunities for girls to take part in 
football in a variety of ways. We have a student in Year 9 who is supporting Year 7 girls’ football clubs on 
Tuesdays; this student was a product of this program and we are hopeful that we can develop more leaders 
in the future. 

 

 

 

#ProudToBeMeProudToBeUs  

Young Coaches Academy  
Our new Young Coaches Academy for 2021/2022 launched in this summer, , 
those chosen sports’ leaders received training on leadership skills in 
communication and projection.  

We had our first primary school event on Monday 5th July. We had 5 teams 
compete in a football tournament held on the 3G at The Joseph Whitaker 
School  for the first time since our mini-basketball referees were in action 
back in March 2020. Four of our Sports Leaders, Coaching & Volunteering 
Academy members refereed the games in what was a low key, fun and 
friendly competition. 

We are hoping that this event is the first of many to come from September. 



Student Achievements - Well Done! 

Hannah Todd - Year 7 represented The Joseph Whitaker School at the National Schools’ Snow Sports 

Association race at Stoke in May.  Hannah came second  in the race and she was very happy with this as she 

was new to dry slope racing and previously only ever raced on snow.    Hannah also competed at the National 

Schools’ Snowsports Race League Finals representing The Joseph Whitaker School and came 4th in the Under 

14 girls out of 13 finalists. 

Serenity Joynt - Year 9 competed in the Nottinghamshire Schools Athletics at Harvey 
Hadden on the 12th June.  Serenity did the double... and won the shot put event with a 
new Personal Best (PB), and won the discus also with a new PB.  Both throwing distances 
qualify her for the England School Championships to be held in Manchester in August.    

On the 11th July Serenity competed at the English Schools 
Championships at Manchester Sports City in which she represented 
Nottinghamshire County, winning the bronze medal for shot put.   

 Serenity also trialled for the Under 15’s Loughborough Lightning 
Academy Squad, there were over 200 girls trying out for this event on 

the day.  On the 2nd of July the results were issued and the family are proud to report that 
Serenity was successful in the trials and has been chosen for the Loughborough Lightning 
Academy Squad.   The hard work and training will start in September and Serenity is one 
step closer to becoming part of the Competition Squad.  

Jacob Nugent - Year 8 took part in the Nottinghamshire Schools’ 

Athletics Championships on Saturday 12th June at the Harvey Haddon Stadium in 

Nottingham. 

He raced in the junior boys 1500 meters and won gold with a time of 4 minutes 36 

seconds, a new Personal Best for him. 

Veriti Neale - Year 9  competed with her Rowing team from Nottingham and Union 

Rowing Club at the Marlow Regatta in Eton, in June.  This was a National event on an 

Olympic Lake.  They came 3rd place out of 12 teams who had made the finals. They then 

came 3rd in the finals out of 6 teams going up against Oxford, Henley and other large 

rowing schools and clubs, which is an amazing result.  Veriti also competed in a 

competition at Burton Regatta on Sunday 11th July with her team, in a quad from 

Nottingham and Union and they came 1st in the final—winning a gold metal.  

Harry Molsom, Kenzii Brickles, Blake Daniels and Ben 

Hegarty - Year 7  travelled up to Manchester to play at the 

Manchester City Academy with their Mansfield Town team.  

They had a great time and what a great  experience for them 

all.   













Amazing Art Work 



Summer Showcase 

We managed to put on our annual Summer 
Showcase this week, this is the first performing arts 
event in over a year. It went really well and the 
students were amazing. They have handled the 
difficulties and obstacles maturely and  like 
professionals. I am very proud of you all. The 
performance included a piece per year group with a 
couple of duets and a solo. What an amazing way to 
finish the year. The shows WILL go on!  

As this is my final show I would like to say a huge 
thank you to all students involved in any of the 
shows from performers to tech team and to my 
wonderful team for helping put it all together. I can't 
wait to come as an audience member to see what 
you all do next.  Ms Hough 

Year 11 Hospitality and Catering Practical Exam 

We are very proud of the students, who were well organised and worked independently throughout their 
recent practical exam.  Four of our students are going off to study Hospitality at college next year and we 

wish them the very best of luck for the future. 



Joseph Whitaker Students get Stuck into CPR Training 

Over the course of the last two weeks, students of The Joseph Whitaker School have all taken part in UK 

Coaching’s CPR training course as part of their PE lessons.  

As a PE department at The Joseph Whitaker School we prioritised the importance of teaching our students CPR 

training after watching Danish footballer, Christian Eriksen, receive CPR on the pitch during the group stages of 

the Euro Championships. Eriksen had suffered a cardiac arrest, but luckily his team mates and the medical team 

got to him very quickly and saved his life. Statistics show that 60,000 people have a sudden cardiac arrest within 

the community every year in the UK, and only 1 in 10 of these survive. A shocking 12 cardiac arrests happen 

each week in people under the age of 35 (UK Coaching). A cardiac arrest is when the heart stops due to either, a 

blockage, meaning blood cannot get to the heart (heart attack), or a problem with the heart’s electrical 

impulses. During the session the students were taught this information, followed by, a practical session on how 

to perform CPR. Every Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 student has been provided with practical training led by Mr Phillips, 

with help from the BTEC Sports’ Students and the PE department on how to perform hands only CPR and the 

recovery position.  An online course was provided for the small amount of students who were isolating due to 

COVID-19. All students worked excellently in the sessions and really valued the information they were taught. 

The Joseph Whitaker School now has four Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) for use of the school and for 

the public who use the Sports’ Centre facilities.  

UK Coaching Course- Sudden Cardiac Arrest Digital Toolkit: Learn to 

Save a Life. 

https://www.ukcoaching.org/sca 

https://www.ukcoaching.org/sca


Year 10 Geography Trip to Edale 

The Year 10 Geographers have been out to Edale in the Peak District this term 

to conduct their river fieldwork.  For the majority, this was their first trip since 

joining The Joseph Whitaker School and as you can imagine they were very 

excited!  They collected data by measuring the width, depth, velocity, 

sediment size/shape and slope angle to see if their data matched the 

geographical theory we have been learning about in the classroom.  

We took students over three days to this picturesque location but as per usual 

the British weather was quite unpredictable… On the first day the group went out in torrential rain but to their 

credit they didn’t complain and got on with their jobs with gusto!  The second day started off ropey but 

brightened up and the third day was glorious although the students were lucky to escape with their lives when 

they came under attack from some inquisitive sheep who were on the hunt for some of their food!  Despite the 

challenges posed by the weather and the wildlife, the students took this in their stride managing to collect their 

data in record time! It did highlight the importance of always dressing for the weather!   

Mr Souter 

This year in 2021 we visited the beautiful Edale 

in the Peak District in Derbyshire to gather 

information and data about the rivers in the 

Peak District. This information went towards 

the fieldwork side to our GCSE. When we were 

at Edale we gathered data using various 

methods and sampling 

techniques to measure the 

characteristics of the river such 

as its width, depth, the shape 

and size of rocks and gradient 

using a clinometer. We also 

measured the velocity using a 

biodegradable dog treat which 

we measure the time it took for 

the treat to get from the top of a 

5m section, to the 

bottom.  Overall, this trip was 

very informative and enjoyable 

helping us to appreciate natural 

environments, the beautiful 

scenes of Edale and getting 

involved in geography field work 

which will help us with our GCSEs next year.  

Lara Pilkington, Year 10 



Sports Day 
With the traditional sports day postponed this year due to the spike in COVID-19 within the area, students 

took part in inter-house competitions across a range of different sports within their 

normal PE lessons. This allowed students the opportunity to have some fun in the 

sun to end what has been a challenging year.  

Athletics 

In what ended up being the only sporting fixture of the year, the Year 8 athletics team visited the Nottingham 

High School to compete in a triangular meeting against the hosts and Toothill School. Both teams gave it their 

all in the late afternoon sunshine, with the girls coming third and the boys being pipped by the High School 

finishing second. The highlight of the meeting was the high number of students representing the school for 

the first time which was fantastic to see! 

PE Termly Awards 

These awards are given to students who have demonstrated excellent effort, communication and teamwork 

within PE, going above and beyond what is expected and standing out from the crowd.   

KS3  

Girl – Evie Taylor 

Boy – Jenson Rowley  

KS4  

Girl – Libby Gascoyne 

Boy – Jacob Owen  

Leader of the term  

Grace Sinclair  

 



JW PTA 
Please support our school lottery 

It raises much needed funds to create a better learning environment for your children.  For further details 

see the school website or use the following link.  Many thanks for your continued support. 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/joseph-whitaker 

The Joseph Whitaker Parent Teacher Association (JWPTA) aims to encourage strong links between parents, 

students and staff at the school.  The members, along with the School Council and Senior Leadership          

representative, meet regularly to organise and promote activities which support the school and benefit its 

students. If you are unable to attend the Committee Meetings but are able to support any events or you have 

ideas about raising funds please contact us: jwpta@josephwhitaker.org. 

#ProudToBeMeProudToBeUs  

 

Book Illustration Competition 

An inter-house competition has been held in school to find 

illustrators for a competition to illustrate a book which is 

about to be published. 

Ms Roberts has written a children’s Christmas story called 

The Christmas Nut, and wanted to give the students an 

opportunity to design the illustrations in the second edition. 

The winning entries were fantastic, and the winners have each received a prize, and will also be receiving a 

copy of the book, with their fantastic work, when it has been printed. 

All proceeds,  after printing costs,  will be donated to the Children’s Society Charity. 

A big well done to all the students involved in this exciting project, and we are all excited to see it in print 

very soon. 

Watch this 

space… 




