
Film Studies (GCSE) and Media Studies (GCE) 

The Joseph Whitaker Media and Film Studies Department aims for its students: 
• To develop an appreciation and love of film’s heritage  

• To understand and explore five key areas – Media Language, Representation, Audience, Industry and Context (political, social, historical, cultural) 

• To engage thoughtfully with historical contexts that have influenced the Film and Media industry, including Civil Rights and Feminist movements.  

• To be well supported in their individual needs, whether it be a SEND or Gifted and Talented and to find work challenging and eng aging in line with 
their ability. 

• To develop the habit of watching a wide range of films from a variety of genres and ages. At post 16 to develop a wider awareness of the media which surrounds 
them and its influence on society. 

• To read specialist writing accurately & critically 

• To apply critical theory to a range of texts at A level. 

• To write accurately, fluently, effectively and at length  

• To adapt their writing to a range of purposes and audiences 

• To plan, draft, edit, proof-read and evaluate their work 

• To consolidate and build on their knowledge of specialist terminology 

• To use discussion in order to learn 
• To research existing products from both the Film and Media Industry; then to design and create their own products which would be suitably placed in the 

industry. 
• To develop or maintain a positive work ethic and to achieve well in relation to their ability as a result 

 

 
 Contextual knowledge of Film/Media Understanding  Application of knowledge and Understanding 

KS4 

Curricul

um inks 

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of elements of film  

 

AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding of elements of 

film, including to:  

• analyse and compare films 

• analyse and evaluate own work in relation to other 

professionally produced work  

AO3 Apply knowledge and understanding of elements of 

film to the production of film or screenplay 

Students produce either a sequence from a film or a screenplay 

for a sequence of a film of a given genre. 

They evaluate and demonstrate planning. 

KS5 AO1 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: 
• the theoretical framework of media 
• contexts of media and their influence on media 
products and processes. 

AO2 
Apply knowledge and understanding of the theoretical 
framework of media to: 
• analyse media products, including in relation to their contexts 
and through the use of academic theories 
• evaluate academic theories 
• make judgements and draw conclusions. 

AO3 
Create media products for an intended audience, by applying 
knowledge and understanding of the theoretical framework of 
media to communicate meaning. 

- Students produce a media text in line with a brief set 
by the board with a specified audience and industry 
context. They form representations or key groups and 
should demonstrate a competence in use of media 
language to express meaning. This takes the form of 
print, audio-visual, audio, or a working webpage. 

- Students demonstrate research and planning through 
statement of aims. 



 
 

RATIONALE FOR YEAR 10 RATIONALE FOR YEAR 11 RATIONALE FOR YEAR 12 RATIONALE FOR YEAR 13 

To introduce students to the study of film. 
This includes an exploration of media 
language (including mise en scene, 
narrative, and cinematography), 
representation (of gender, race, age, and 
ethnicity), contexts (social, political, 
cultural, and historical) and genres.  
 
Much of component 2 is covered in year 1 
which focuses on World Film – including a 
Foreign language film, a British Film and an 
English speaking international film of 
various genres. The films chosen promote 
discourse around inequality in society and 
cultural differences around the world. We 
explore issues such as immigration, the 
Apartheid, racism and mental health in 
teenagers. 
 
Students also complete their coursework in 
the first year using the knowledge of 
genres in the introductory unit alongside 
the written skills developed in English KS3 
and in the coursework unit. Students are 
able to explore both creative sides of the 
courses, through project 1 – an opening 
sequence to their own original film and 
through project 2 – a screenplay extract 
from their own original film.  
 

To develop knowledge of film. This 
includes an exploration of media 
language (including mise en scene, 
narrative, and cinematography), 
representation (of gender, race, age, 
and ethnicity), contexts (social, 
political, cultural, and historical) and 
genres. 
 
 Component 1 is covered in year 2 
which covers the US Film industry, 
with a comparison of two American 
films from different decades, and an 
analysis of a contemporary US Film in 
relation to a piece of critical writing. 
The comparative films studied enable 
to studies to specifically focus on 
technological advancements in film 
production and to explore closely how 
genres change over time depending 
on contexts, whilst the contemporary 
US film is closely explored in relation 
to the representation of masculinity 
and what is means to be masculine in 
society today. 
 
Some elements of the theoretical 
framework are studied at GCSE which 
can be continued into A level. 
 

To introduce students to the study of the 
Media Industry. This includes exploration of 
media language (including mise en scene, 
narrative, and cinematography), 
representation (of gender, race, age, 
ethnicity, etc), contexts (social, political, 
cultural, and historical), audience theories 
and media industry (including the film 
industry).  
 
The theoretical framework is developed with 
the study of eighteen core theorists. 
Students cover texts from various media 
platforms in year one, including Crime Drama 
and the BBC, online Vloggers, Newspapers, 
Film marketing, radio, music videos and 
historical magazines. Each text chosen builds 
students understanding of the world we live 
in and to evaluate different perspectives, 
including theories around feminism, race, 
Power and Control as well as Audience 
positioning by media texts. The skills they 
obtain feed directly into their core 
coursework foci. 
 
We look closely at key areas of context – 
including but not limited to – Black Lives 
Matter and black history, Brexit and political 
bias, internet regulation and identity 
construction online and the development of 
women’s rights. 
 
Students also begin their coursework briefs as 
set by the exam board. Students are given the 
freedom to choose from four briefs 
depending on their future aspirations. Briefs 
range from the production of a music video, 
to web design; to creating a print product, 

To develop knowledge and 
understanding Media Industry. This 
includes exploration of media 
language (including mise en scene, 
narrative, and cinematography), 
representation (of gender, race, age, 
ethnicity, etc), contexts (social, 
political, cultural, and historical), 
audience theory and the media 
industry.  
 
The theoretical framework is 
developed with the continued study 
of eighteen core theorists as well as 
the introduction of additional ideas 
for those more able students. 
 
Students continue to cover texts from 
various media platforms in year two 
in depth, including a niche 
contemporary magazine, an LGBT 
Magazine website, Nordic Noir, Video 
game franchising and a range of 
advertising and marketing pieces – 
from film posters to charity adverts 
 
We look closely at key areas of 
context including, but not limited to – 
contemporary feminism and gender 
debates, sexuality, impacts of 
violence in the media, and 
representation of other cultures in 
the media. 
 



such as a magazine; or developing their own 
YouTube channel or podcast. 
 

The coursework portfolio is also 
completed. 
 

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 
 

Year 13 

Introduction to Film AO1, AO2 

• Introduce key terms. Students will 
need to learn & understand the 
following aspects of film-making 
and be able to explore them in the 
films they study throughout the 
course.  

o Cinematography 
o mise-en-scène 
o editing 
o sound  

• Develop understanding of genre in 
terms of codes & conventions 

• Introduce Propps & Torodov’s 
theory 

SEN – frameworks for analytical style and 
for writing, differentiated text and targets 

US film Comparative Study 
 
American Film pre 1961 (either Rebel 
without a Cause or Invasion of the 
Body-Snatchers’) compared with 
American Film post 1961 (either ET or 
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off) 
The focus of the comparison is genre, 
narrative & context.  

• To compare films with similar 
genre & themes are explored 
in different historical periods. 

• How social attitudes change 

• Consider how films use 
narrative  

• Revise key film elements and 
apply to the films 

• Learn and develop 
comparison skills 

• Extended writing  
 
SEN – frameworks for SQUID, for 
structure analysis, differentiated text 
and targets 

Introduction to Media Studies and 
Theoretical Framework. 
Focus on exploration of media language, 
representation and contexts 
- We will explore unseen texts as 
introduction to course  
 
 
 
Component 2 section C – Media in an 
Online Age 
Students do in depth case studies in all 
areas (media language, representation, 
industry, audience and context) Zoella 
Revision of all relevant theory 
 
 
Component 2 TV (Life on Mars). In depth 
case study – all five key areas and 
explored and all relevant theoretical 
approaches are revised. 
 

Teacher A – component 3 coursework 
production. Including technical skills 
(photo shop, web design, video 
editing etc) 
 
Component 2 section C – Media in an 
Online Age 
Students do in depth case studies in all 
areas (media language, 
representation, industry, audience 
and context) Attitude Revision of all 
relevant theory 
 
 
Component 2 TV (The Bridge). In 
depth case study – all five key areas 
and explored and all relevant 
theoretical approaches are revised. 
 

Component 3 – production A02, AO3 
To write a script, shooting script and an 
evaluation which analyses and evaluates 
the production in relation to other 
professionally produced films or 
screenplays. 

• Research over films within the 
genre, considering codes & 
conventions.  

District 9: AO1, AO2 
Global English Language film – focus 
on narrative 
This is a science fiction film which 
deals with segregation and 
subjugation in ways which echo 
several countries' experiences in 
recent times. 

Teacher B – Late Night Woman’s Hour – 
introduction to radio as a platform. 
Explore BBC as institution. Revise and 
apply audience theories. 
 
 
 
Teacher B: Revise key theories for 
representation. 

 
Component 2 Section B – Magazines 
Students do in depth case studies in all 
areas (media language, 
representation, industry, audience 
and context). The contemporary text 
is studied with different 
audience/industry contexts. 



• To reflect and use the knowledge 
from studying films 

• Revise key film elements & terms 

and apply to the film shooting 

script 

• Consider the social, cultural, 

historical, political contexts to 

develop your script. 

• Develop extended written answers 

• To write in a particular style and at 
length, developing style. 

• To critically evaluate their work 
 

• The ideas of narrative 
structure & importance of 
the script incl. conventions & 
developments of character & 
interpretations. 

• Revise key film elements and 
apply to the film 

• Consider the social, cultural, 
historical, political contexts 
to explore the film. 

• Develop extended answers 
SEN – differentiated tasks, 
frameworks 

 

Understanding of codes and conventions 
of music videos. Apply knowledge in 
analysis of set music videos – Beyonce 
Formation and Vance Joy Riptide. 
Contexts are studied alongside as well as 
analysis of media language in unseen 
music videos (c1 section a). 

1950s Woman’s Realm and Huck 
Magazine are currently opted. 
Revision of all relevant theory 
 
 
 

Let The Right One In: AO1, AO2 
Global non-English language film – focus 
on representation.  
This Swedish horror film set in the early 
1980s, uses the vampire genre to raise 
several issues about young people and the 
problems of integrating. 

• How films offer particular 
perspectives on, gender, 
ethnicity, age and different 
cultures and develop this idea of 
representation in this film. 

• Revise key film elements & terms 
and apply to the film 

• Consider the social, cultural, 
historical, political contexts to 
explore the film. 

• Develop extended written 
answers 

 
SEN – differentiated texts and targets, 
frameworks for writing 
 

 

Independent USA film: Whiplash  
Focus on Specialist writing on film, 
including film criticism by studying 
three main sources of specialist 
writing from three different sources. 

• Apply the writing to the film 

• Revise key film elements & 
terms and apply to the film 

• Consider the social, cultural, 
historical, political contexts 
to explore the film. 

• Develop extended written 
answers 

 
 
 
 
SEN – differentiated tasks and 
guidance 
 

Revise key theories for Industry. 
Understanding of film industry, including 
funding, regulation and control. Apply 
knowledge to exploration of I, Daniel 
Blake and Black Panther (set texts) 
alongside contextual knowledge 
 
 
 
Component 2 Section B – Magazines 
Students do in depth case studies in all 
areas (media language, representation, 
industry, audience and context). The 
historical text is studied with different 
audience/industry contexts. 
1950s Woman’s Realm and Huck 
Magazine are currently opted. 
Revision of all relevant theory 
 
. 
 
Study set text for advertising and 
marketing (Kiss of The Vampire film 
poster). This is from Component 1 Section 

Introduction of new theory – Bandura 
Teacher A – Introduction to gaming 
industry – focus on AC3L contexts, 
industry and audience theory. 
Revision and application of previous 
theories alongside. 
 
Study set texts for advertising and 
marketing (Tide &  WaterAid). All are 
from Component 1 Section A and so 
should be studied in relation to 
representation and context. Media 
language analysis skills are also 
explored through these texts in 
preparation for the unseen element of 
the exam. 
Students compare representation in 
these texts to unseen texts to simulate 
exam questions. 
 
Explore audience theories in relation 
to Tide and WaterAid 



A and so should be studied in relation to 
representation and context. Media 
language analysis skills are also explored 
through this text in preparation for the 
unseen element of the exam. 
Students compare representation in this 
text to unseen texts to simulate exam 
questions 

Focus on demographics and 
psychographics, Uses and 
Gratification, cultivation theory. 
 

Key developments in film and film 
technology  
All films will be studied in relation to key 
developments in film and film technology – 
both to provide a context for their study of 
film and to understand how their chosen 
films reflect key developments in the 
history of film and film technology.  
• the first moving images and silent film 
• the rise of Hollywood and the 
development of sound  
• the introduction of colour film 
• the emergence of widescreen technology 
and 3D film  
• the development of portable cameras 
and Steadicam technology  
• the role of CGI imagery in film. 
 
Retrieval & recall methods 
Application of this to films 

Revision 
 
 
SEN – differentiated revision booklet 
to be prepared 

 
Introduces the Newspaper case Study for 
the same skills as previous texts (section A 
– media language, representaion, context) 
with exam style questions for assessment. 
Contexts are studied in some depth 
(Brexit/political leanings etc). 
 
 
Introduction of Industry and Audience 
theory 

- Explore industry key theory in 
relation to newspaper set texts 
(Daily Mirror and The Times) 

- Focus on ownership and control 
(Curran and Seaton) and 
regulation (Livingstone and Lunt) 

- Revision of audience theories in 
relation to newspaper set texts. 

 

Component 3 research, planning and 
drafting – briefs set by the board 
covering a range of platforms, 
audiences and industry contexts.  
 
Much of this term is dedication to 
coursework with final submissions of 
coursework at the end of this term.  
 

 
Submarine AO1, AO2 

By using a contemporary UK Film, students 
will explore film as an art form by studying 
style – the aesthetic qualities of film. 

• Revise key film elements and 
apply to the film to show how 
filmmakers create aesthetic 
effects.  

  
Revision of all content/mocks 
Component 3 research, planning and 
drafting – briefs set by the board covering 
a range of platforms, audiences and 
industry contexts.  
 

Revision of all content/mocks 



• Evaluate importance of aesthetic 
qualities of a film over narrative.  

• Consider the social, cultural, 
historical, political contexts to 
explore the film. 

• Develop extended answers 
SEN – differentiated tasks and guidance 

Spelling, punctuation, grammar, 
vocabulary 

• Continuous teaching of codes and 
conventions 

• Introduce key, specialist  
vocabulary  

• Expand and develop vocabulary 
for critical purposes and essay 
writing.  

• Spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, vocabulary 

• Continuous recapping of 
codes and conventions 

• Revise key, specialist 
vocabulary  

• Expand and develop 
vocabulary to create a 
sophisticated writing style. 

• Spelling, punctuation, grammar, 
vocabulary 

• Continuous recapping of codes 
and conventions 

• Revise key, specialist vocabulary  

• Expand and develop vocabulary to 
create a sophisticated writing 
style. 

• Spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, vocabulary 

• Continuous recapping of 
codes and conventions 

• Revise key, specialist 
vocabulary  

• Expand and develop 
vocabulary to create a 
sophisticated writing style. 

 


