
March 2022 Newsletter 

Important Dates 
Tuesday 19th April 2022   Summer Term 1 Begins 

Monday 2nd May 2022             Bank Holiday Monday—School closed 

Friday 27th May 2022    Summer Term 1 Ends 

Monday 6th June 2022         Summer Term 2 Begins 

Thursday 21st July 2022   Summer Term 2 Ends 

Friday 22nd July 2022     Queens Jubilee Bank Holiday—School closed 

Monday 25th July 2022  —   INSET day  

Wednesday 27th July 2022   INSET day  

Thursday 18th August 2022   A Level Results Day 

Thursday 25th August 2022   GCSE Results Day 

                 

What a lovely term it has been for us being able to see the return of school performances.  

Congratulations to those involved in the recent Matilda production - you were all fantastic.  I look 

forward to the next show.  Thank you to the staff and PTA for your support with these performances.  

The Sixth Form were able to get out to Austria in February for their ski trip and on Saturday 2nd April 

we will be seeing over 80 students and nine staff make their way to Austria. 

The Dance Show is scheduled for the final Friday afternoon of term.  I know lots of hours have gone 

into the preparations - well done to you all and thanks for those involved behind the scenes. 

This term has also seen the return of many sporting events, both within school and with our talented 

students in their activities outside of school.  It is fantastic to share your successes with you! 

#Proudtobeus 

At the end of this term we say goodbye to Tracy Wakefield (Examination Manager) and shortly after 

Easter Mr Davis (Science Teacher) will be leaving us. 

Many thanks for your continued support.  Have a restful break. 

Mrs Carey Ayres - Headteacher 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Achievements 

Jacob Nugent (9C1) 

Jacob competed in the U15 Midland Road Championships in 
Sutton Coldfield on Saturday 26th March. Being one of the 
younger athletes in this age category he faced a tough 
challenge against boys in the year above him, however, he 
ran really well and finished in second place taking the silver 
medal. His team mates from Mansfield Harriers also ran 
well and they won the gold medal in the team event making 
them Midland Champions.  

This is a really great achievement from Jacob and is 
thoroughly deserved after he has trained so hard for it.  

#Proudtobeme 

Harry Molsom (8S2) 

Harry was put forward by his Ice Hockey coach to attend 

the trials to play for the Midlands. After three  trials his 

hard work has paid off.  Harry is one of the twenty ice 

hockey players  to be selected to represent the Midlands 

for this season which is a great achievement. 

#Proudtobeme 

 

Sophie Marsden (9R2) Fern Davies (10S2) and Summer Reeves (10R2) 

All three girls are members of Mansfield Under 15 Girls Rugby Union squad and are 
extremely committed to the sport and are regular team members for games; Sophie 
plays No 10 (Half Back), Fern - Scrum Half and Summer - Hooker and Flanker. 

On Sunday 30th January the girls were part of the squad that travelled to 
Merseyside to play Liverpool and St Helens RFU in the last 16 teams of the English 
National cup. 

Despite scoring first, Mansfield were beaten by an extremely good LSH Team and 
were knocked out of the competition. All three girls played for the whole game. 

To get to be in the last 16 for the team really was an incredible effort and the first time that any Mansfield 
U15 side had progressed so far. 

The girls’ commitment to the game is exceptional and all 3 are very competent natural rugby players with 
aspirations beyond club rugby within the game and are wonderful ambassadors for the Team and the Club.  

#Proudtobeus 



 

Student Achievements 
 
Lawrence Burton (11N2) has been chosen to play cricket for 
England in Dubai. 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic prevented Lawrence taking part in a 
scouting jamboree in Poland and a cricketing trip to Australia. 
However, as the world, returns to some normality, the World 
Indoor Cricket Federation have organised a tri-series involving 
South Africa, England and the United Arab Emirates.  
 
This is taking place in late March in Dubai leading up to the Easter holiday and involves Men's, Masters 
and Colts teams from each nation. After a series of trials, Lawrence was chosen to represent the England 
Colts. He is the only player from Nottinghamshire in the squad of 12 players. 
 
Lawrence plays indoor cricket during the winter to help keep his batting, bowling and fielding skills sharp 
in readiness for the summer season.  
 
Lawrence, his teammates, and the older England teams are staying in the same hotel as the other 
competing nations. He has said being chosen to represent his country is a great honour. The matches are 
being screened live on You Tube.  #Proudtobeme 

 
(Like the outdoor game it is all about scoring more runs than the opposition. It is played on a court 
surrounded by a high tension net with a semi-hard ball and catches can be taken off the net. There are 8 
players on each team, batting in pairs on a standard wicket length of 22 yards. It is a very fast paced 
exciting game and the ball is always in play.  
 
The game is very popular in the likes of Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and the Indian subcontinent. 
The majority of professional cricketers from the Southern Hemisphere grew up playing indoor cricket.) 



 

 

 

 
 

Ellis Preece 11S2 - The Courage Awards 
 
Ellis has been with us at The Joseph Whitaker School since 2017 and 
he faced a difficult transition with many hurdles to overcome. Ellis 
has shown great resilience and maintained high levels of effort in 
order to overcome these hurdles and challenges that he has faced, 
and was a worthy nominee for the 2022 annual ‘Rotary Courage 
Awards’ event.  
  
Back in Year 7, Ellis would not have been able to face exams and 
although this is still not easy for him, he is now about to take his 
GCSE exams and move on to college life – he eventually hopes to 
pursue a career in criminology or sport. Ellis has persevered, and has 
always shown us that he wants to find strategies that he can use to 
support himself.  
  
Ellis is a true success story and we are very proud of the young man 
he has become.  
#Proudtobeme 

Student Achievements 

BookBuzz  

The Joseph Whitaker School really values and promotes reading for 

pleasure – whether it is Mrs Ayres’ selected books for the library to the 

tutor class readers such as ‘Trash’ or ‘The Hunger Games’. It is very 

important to us that children continue to read books – despite the joys of 

modern technology! 

In November 2021, the whole of Year 7 were invited to choose a book 

from a selection of 15 of recently published books such as ‘Rat’ by Patrice 

Lawrence, ‘The Haunting of Aveline Jones’ by Phil Hickes and the popular 

‘D-day Dog’ by Tom Palmer. 

There was a long wait – but finally, in January, they arrived!  

The books were very enthusiastically received by Year 7.  Many 

of the children have told me how much they enjoyed the book – 

and because we have been given extra copies of the books by 

the Book Trust organisation, they have the opportunity to read 

the other books as well! 

On behalf of all at The Joseph Whitaker School - happy reading 

Year 7!  

 [Pictured: Taylor Green 7C2 and Felicity Garton 7C2] 

#Proudtobeme 



 

Dance Show 2022 
 
Due to COVID restrictions the JWS Dance Competition has not taken place for 
2 years, meaning that this year we have taken a slightly different approach to 
be able to still celebrate the talented dancers at The Joseph Whitaker School.  
We put on a Dance Show to ensure that we could continue the JWS tradition 
of celebrating dance. We held auditions and selected dancers who have used 
creativity to choreograph their own routines to perform in front of an 
audience of JWS pupils in a dance show on the last day of term.  
 
The audience have been selected based on good work and attitude to learning 
in school, as a lovely way to finish a successful term.   The JWS Dance 
Competition will return in December 2022! 
#Proudtobeus 

Live Performances 

Matilda 

During March, The Joseph Whitaker School was filled by the smell of rebellion 
when the Performing Arts faculty presented Roald Dahl’s Matilda The Musical JR. 

Our first whole-school production since 2019 was an incredible success and an 
amazing reminder of how dedicated, talented and wonderful our students are. 
Over 65 students from Years 7-13 came together in a great sense of community 
to put on the West End Show – from actors, singers and dancers to a tech team, 
musicians and set painters. 

Early on in the show Matilda sings, ‘Even if you are little you can do a lot’. It’s 
such a powerful reminder for each of us to take ownership in how we can create 
our reality. Through the process of putting on this musical, these students are 
doing just that: they are joining together and working hard to create this 
extraordinary event for their community. We think they deserve a standing ovation for all their work.  

#Proudtobeus 

Lip Sync Battle 

Many staff took to the stage to perform renditions , from 
The Weather Girls to Adele. This ticketed event raised  
£250  for Comic Relief . Thank you to Mr Moore for 
organising this fun event, and to all The Joseph Whitaker 
staff that participated.   #Proudtobeus 



Duke of Edinburgh at The Joseph Whitaker School  

The Joseph Whitaker Schools Duke of Edinburgh programme has started at a rapid 
pace.  During March students who, due to Covid, were unable to complete their Bronze 
award have undertaken and completed the Bronze/Silver Hybrid in the Peak District, 
completing the expedition section for both their Bronze and Silver Award, Well Done!   

Also during March twelve candidates on the Silver/Gold Award Hybrid undertook their 
Silver Practice in fantastic conditions in the Peak District. 

During April and May the following events will be taking place for those students who 
have registered on the awards:       #Proudtobeus 

 

21st – 24th April 2022:      Gold Practice Yorkshire Dales 

7th – 8th May:                      Bronze Training JWS 

14th May:                             Bronze Training JWS 

21st – 22nd May:                Silver Training White Peak 

 

Information for each of the above awards will be distributed 2 weeks prior.  

The Joseph Whitaker School in the Community 

February 2022 saw the 100th anniversary of an ancient local tradition: 
the Blidworth Rockings Service. On the first weekend in February, the 
baby born closest to Christmas Day is rocked in a cradle decorated 
with flowers.  

To celebrate this historic event, The Joseph Whitaker School arranged 
a community event in which our Swing Band performed an incredible 
set of music ranging from jazz standards such as ‘I’m in the Mood for 
Love’ to the anthem ‘Sweet Caroline’. 

The concert was a great way of spreading community spirit as they 
performed alongside the Blidworth Welfare Brass Band and local folk 
singer Mick Lawlor. Our students excelled themselves and received a 
number of positive reviews from the audience. What a fantastic way 
to celebrate our local history and talented community! #Proudtobeus 

 



 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 9th March was our ‘Biggest Ever Girls Football Session’ where schools nationally took part 
in in some form of girls football for fun and competition depending on abilities. 

The Joseph Whitaker School did a Girls Football Week and every girl in KS3 had access to a fun football 
session to help raise the profile of the game. Mr Mitchell took over girls PE lessons for a week in order to 
share the work that is being done up and down the country to help make girls football more accessible, 
but with a twist! 

Each student was able to enjoy some football but in an alternative way in order to make it for fun for 
those girls who have not necessarily enjoyed football previously. We 
supported those girls who do access and enjoy football in a more 
traditional format with some fun friendly matches. 

This is part of our Mission and Vision to give every girl access to football 
leading up to the Women's Euros in 2022 and the current program until 
2024. 

Our 12 Girls Football Activators in Y7 and Y8 supported our local primary 
school event on Wednesday 9th and showed off their new leadership 
skills. 

Big thanks goes to Miss Balchin, Miss Orgill and Mrs Bowie for their 
continued support with girls football.   #Proudtobeus 

 

Game Changer 

In addition to the group success, Ruby Lambley was nominated and voted as a Girls Football ‘Game 
Changer’ for our area/district. She was up against Year 9 girls from Minster to which she was successful in 
her application and glowing references to become an advocate and ambassador for Girls in football in our 
local area. 
 

‘Biggest Ever Girls Football Session’ 



Y7 

1st place = Emily Kaveney-Davis-

Sherwood

2nd place = Alastair Forsyth 

Sherwood

3rd place =Lilli Napthine-Clumber

Y10

1st place = Freddie Fenning-

Sherwood

2nd place = Beth Radford-Sherwood

3rd place =James Green-Sherwood

Y9

1st place =Katelin Payton-Rufford

2nd place-Keeley Redman-Newstead

Y8

1st place =Hannah Davies-Clumber 

2nd place =Amber Walker-Rufford

3rd place = Kyra Widdowson-

Clumber

OVERALL WINNERS

1ST Sherwood

2nd Clumber

3rd  Rufford

4th  Newstead

Thankyou to all of those who 

took part! 

Y11

1st place = Jacob Condeca-Bamford-

Clumber

Y9

Y8

Y7

Some 
yummy 
entries

Y10

Y11
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Joseph Whitaker School’s PTA Annual Quiz Night 

Friday 10th June 2022 

Tickets on sale – 25th April (Teams of up to 8 people) 

 Adults & Sixth Formers only     Licensed Bar    Pie & Pea Supper 


