
The Guided Choice Process 

The Guided Choice process begins in the January of Year 9 and is an important time for all Year 9 

students at The Joseph Whitaker School. They make decisions over their Key Stage 4 guided 

choices and these decisions can have a real impact on their future career pathways.   

 

We want our students to have the correct mix of qualifications and opportunities to develop 

those soft skills that are so important for future employment.  This is why we encourage our 

students to opt for subjects which are challenging, achievable and enjoyable and will give a 

broad and balanced curriculum. 

 

 

Each year we develop our guided choices process to offer the most relevant subjects to suit the 

abilities and interests of the particular year group. National changes to qualifications are also 

reflected in our offer but primarily we are focussed on giving our students the opportunity to 

gain qualifications and skills that will maximise their future prospects. 

Our students are placed on one of three academic pathways: 

Academic Enhanced – a pathway which offers additional support in English and Maths 

Academic Blended – a pathway which offers a diverse mix of qualifications suitable for all 

students 

Academic Plus – a pathway designed to ensure all students study a foreign language and develop 

the additional skills that go alongside language learning. 

All students will follow a core curriculum comprised of English Language, English Literature, 

Mathematics, Science, PE, History and/or Geography and Life Skills and Moral Issues (PSHCE, 

Careers and RE).  Alongside their core subjects, students are able to select additional subjects for 

study through Year 10 and Year 11.   

We will do everything we can to support students and parents so that appropriate choices are 

made.  We endeavour to provide students with their first choices, however, this is not always 

possible.   



Information on each of the option choices available is contained within the booklets on this 

page.   

For further information on the guided choice process please contact your child's form tutor, or 

email guidedchoices@josephwhitaker.org 

 

 

Why study languages? 

 

At The Joseph Whitaker School, we value the importance of languages and strongly encourage our 

students to continue to study French and Spanish and KS4 and 5.  We know that many teenagers 

may not see the immediate advantages of languages, so we dedicate some of the options process on 

highlighting the effects of languages on future careers, academic studies and indeed, the brain! 

To preserve the academic curriculum and in recognition of the high status given to modern foreign 

languages by Universities and employers we advise all students capable of achieving well to choose 

to study French and/or Spanish at GCSE.   Choosing one language would still mean that your child is 

able to select two other courses (in addition to their language choice), choosing both languages 

would mean one free choice.   Our Academic Plus pathway ensures all Academic Plus Students study 

one or both languages to GCSE level as we believe this will open doors to them in the future in either 

university life or future job opportunities.   

 

Below are a number of links on the various advantages of learning languages. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos/why-being-bilingual-is-good-for-your-brain/p0gl245p 

https://www.cambridge.org/elt/blog/2022/04/29/learning-language-changes-your-brain/ 
 
https://www.all-languages.org.uk/research-practice/why-study-languages/ 
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https://universeofmemory.com/benefits-of-language-learning/ 
 
 

I like languages, but I don’t want to be a translator or teacher? 
 
After university, graduates who have studied languages go into a wide range of jobs, 
including: 

• Business Services                           26.9% 

• Banking / Finance                          13.1% 

• Wholesale / Retail                            11.8% 

• Manufacturing                                  10.1% 

• Public Administration                      7.9% 

• Community / Social Services         7.7% 

• Education                                         6.5% 

• Transport / Communications         5.7% 

• Hotels & Restaurants                      3.7% 

• International Organisations            0.2% 

• Other Areas                                     2.5% 

 
Languages have definitely helped us get to where we are today…  
 
77 % of British exporters believe they lose business because they can’t speak other 
languages. 
 
In fact, research suggests the UK is missing out on contracts worth up to £21 billion a year 
because of the lack of language skills in the workforce. 
 
Surveys show that 60% of UK employers are dissatisfied with the foreign language skills of 
school leavers and more than 30% of UK businesses want people specifically for their 
language skills. 
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